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THE UNIVERSITY OF 

THE THIRD AGE 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
at 2.30pm at the Camden Centre  

 

20th April 
“Casanova in London” 

A talk by Philip Bret-Day 
 

18th May 
“Charles Dickens, the Man, 
his life and his characters” 

A talk by Bertie Pearce 
 
 

MONTHLY COFFEE 
MORNINGS 

at Trinity from 10.30 – 12.00 
 

on  
Friday 28

th
 April  

Friday 26
th
 May 

 

 
 

OUR 
 

on 2nd May  
there will be an outing to 

the Hindu Temple, 

Neasden 
 

on 9th June  
there will be an outing to 

Herstmonceux Castle & Gardens 
and Herstmonceux Observatory/ 

Science Centre 
See page 9 for application form 

 
 

 

 

CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE 

It really does seem that spring has arrived even though the 
weather is still quite changeable.  I’m writing this at the end 
of March and the cool easterly wind has finally dropped. It’s 
good to have the lighter evenings that always seem to give 
people a lift.  
 

Following on from last month’s report on the benefits of 
being physically active and being willing to try out new 
things, we’ve provided you with exactly that by organising a 
Midsummer Barn Dance on Saturday 24th June at 
Langton Green Village Hall.  We’ve been promised that it 
won’t be too strenuous, so hopefully lots of you will feel you 
can be involved. 
 

Tickets will be £15 each and will include a fish and chip 
supper.  This is the first time that your committee have 
organised a social event like this, so we’re trying to keep it 
simple by asking you to bring your own drinks, nibbles and 
plastic glasses.  You’re welcome to bring a non U3A friend 
or partner too.  This newsletter is quite full, so I’ll put a 
proper advert in the next one, but wanted you to be able to 
put it in your diary.  You’re welcome to phone or email me 
at the address below if you want to reserve a ticket.   
 

We couldn’t find a suitable venue in Tunbridge Wells (the 
Masonic Hall is great for meals but very expensive just to 
hire) and we appreciate not everyone can drive.  Please 
don’t let that deter you as we can try and sort out lifts or  
taxi shares. 

      Sue Brimlow, Chairman     
                     01892 863691   
           suebrimlow@btinternet.com 
  

 
 

16th March 
“The Tale of the Tulip” 

A talk by Russell Bowes 
 

16th March 
“The Tale of the Tulip” 

A talk by Russell Bowes 

http://www.tunbridgewellsu3a.org/
mailto:suebrimlow@btinternet.com
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More About BEACON 
 

Last month’s Newsletter contained information about BEACON, the new custom-built computer 
system which has been adopted by a growing number of U3As, including our own. The system 
has modules covering Membership, Accounting, Groups and other U3A functions.  When fully 
implemented, it will have many benefits for everyone but the first priority is to get it up and 
running for the renewal of our subscriptions later in the year.  Last month, David Scott, our 
Treasurer, appealed for volunteer Champions who, after training, would be able to help others 
less familiar with computers to renew their subscriptions using Beacon.  Only a few have come 
forward so far, so here is another appeal from David: 
 

Volunteers needed to be Membership System Champions 
     Please let me know if you think you will be able to assist fellow members to renew their 
subscriptions in September. So far, we have three Committee Members and three other 
members who have put their names forward. 
     Each person will be assigned a group of existing members to monitor and to follow up if they  
do not renew themselves or ask for assistance. If we have between 10 and 20 Membership 
System Champions we can allocate between 50 and 100 members each.  Hopefully only  
20% of members will need assistance – so Membership System Champions will only be asked 
to directly assist 10 to 20 people each. 
     No computing knowledge is necessary – provided you feel reasonably comfortable helping 

people and using the internet to buy something on-line. Training will be given on how to use the 
system and how to guide members to their own records and renew their subscriptions. We will also 

be looking for ideas of how best to introduce the system to all our members. 
 

                David Scott, Treasurer 

 

Please let David Scott, our Treasurer, know if you can assist. 

01892 517989   or email 
 

David is also involved in Speedwatch.  Although not part of U3A, it may interest members.  
 

SpeedWatch: A system of Education about safe driving in residential roads 
 

Across the country new SpeedWatch groups are being set up with many members of U3As 
participating. The purpose is to help educate all drivers to take extra care, particularly in 
residential areas. This is so important for the safety of children, the elderly, our pets and the 
population generally. 
 

Here, in Tunbridge Wells we have a newly formed Group. We are in the process of getting a 
number of speed monitoring sites approved. We have already been out monitoring vehicles and 
their speed. So far we have identified many cars exceeding the speed limit, some substantially 
above. Our aim is not to have people fined but to encourage them to take care and obey the 
speed limits, particularly in residential areas. However, all are recorded on a national database. 
The police will follow up on repeat offenders as well as those going at excessive speeds. 
 

Monitoring speed is done by volunteers who may volunteer for anything from once every few 
months to a much more frequent level. The equipment we use is simple to set up. A monitoring 
team will normally be 2 or 3 people, each with some simple items to record. Sessions are 
normally two hours, however a volunteer may only do a shorter time as appropriate.  
 

Simple training is done using videos (30 minutes) and a short on-site session. David Scott 
(U3A-TW) and others are available to assist. If you are interested in completing the Training 
then contact David Scott by email or 07740457030. David is also arranging for fellow 
Speedwatch people, who are members of the TW-U3A to support each other. 

mailto:u3a.tw.finance@gmail.com
mailto:davidscott.TW@gmail.com
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Outing News 
 

     Thank you to Anne & Pat for organising such a stimulating trip to London  
     by train to see the St Pancras Hotel and the British Library. We had 15 on 
     each of the 3 days. Anne had provided a handout detailing some very  
     interesting facts about St: Pancras Station.  No one reported whether they 
     were able to have a little play on one of the two upright pianos in the lower 
     concourse! If only we had been there a day earlier when John Legend  
     (La La Land) turned up and entertained on one of them! 
  

     Anne and Sandra were lucky with the weather on their days, but poor Pat 
     had to contend with wind and rain, a closed bus stop at Charing Cross, 
     and of course the horrific alert at Westminster.  The buses back only went 
     as far as The Aldwych but  members got home  
     safely by a well running train service.       
 

All groups were very fortunate to have Chris as their guide around the St Pancras  
Hotel. He was knowledgeable, friendly and made the tour come to life. Some  
were able to have a look inside one of the bedrooms which had a jaw dropping  
marble bathroom with a nightly price tag to match!. All were able to take in the  
amazing staircase.  There were rather a lot of stairs to climb but luckily a lift for  
some. No one admitted to having stayed at the hotel or owning one of the private  
apartments.  However a few went with the flow and treated themselves to coffee  
and cake at the Fortnums and Masons café in the station!! 
 

Then we went onto the British Library.  One cannot really appreciate that it 
houses over 13 million books.  Some real treasures to look at including a letter  
from Anne Boleyn, music by Mozart, the most beautiful  illustrated sacred texts,  
the Guggenheim Bible, early works from Jane Austen  and of course  
The Magna Carta.  
 
Next we have our exciting trip to the Hindu Temple, Neasden on 2nd May  

where we have a waiting list. (Please check your pick up point on your receipt) 
 
Below you will find the application form for our 9th June Outing to the magnificent Herstmonceux 
Castle , Gardens and Observatory Science Centre.  This will be led by Pat Micklewright and Sandra 

Chandnani and looks to prove popular so get your forms in quickly. 
 

                                                                               Sandra McDonald on behalf of the Outings Committee 

 
               

                
                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photographs by 
Stella Westrup 

and 
Sandra McDonald 

There are more photos 
on Page 4 and Page 6 
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Semper Augustus Tulip 17th C. 

from Wikemedia Commons. 

Original in the Norton Simon 
Art Foundation. 

 

 

The grand staircase               at the St Pancras Hotel 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            Photograph by                           Stella Westrup 
 

                         
 

Monthly Meeting 
 
“The Tale of the Tulip” by Russell Bowes 
Those of us who attended the March Monthly meeting were fascinated by 
Russell Bowes’ talk, “The Tale of the Tulip”.  Ranging from the introduction  
of the tulip to Europe from the Middle East during the Renaissance to  
growing techniques in the modern bulb fields of Holland, the talk even  
included an unsolved mystery!   
  Tulip bulbs are thought to have been brought to Vienna by an Austrian  
ambassador to Turkey but they swiftly spread north and thrived in the small  
formal gardens and rich soil of the Netherlands.    Unknown to the growers,  
these tulips contained a virus which was both a blessing and a curse –  
a blessing since it caused the plants to reproduce in a multitude of shapes  
and forms (many of which were shown to us in Russell’s excellent slides);  
a curse because it was almost to cause tulip bulbs to die out forever. 
  By the early 1600s, the craze for tulip bulbs had become so intense that  
single bulbs were selling for fantastic prices.  Tulip Mania had arrived.  And  
then, the mystery, for no one can really explain why suddenly, in 1637,  
the bubble burst and prices fell without warning.   
  From history, the talk turned to more practical matters and we learnt that 
it is a false economy to buy bulbs from a discount shop.  Why?  Because  
the colourful fields of tulips in Holland which tourists flock to see are being  
grown for bulbs.  The bulbs grown for cut flowers are sold off cheaply,  
as they are not fed by the dying plants and will only give poor results.   
   There was a lively question session at the end of the talk and Russell gave us more practical tips about 
why commercial tulips have a tendency to droop and how to stop them (wrap them in newspaper and let 
them soak in cold water for 24 hours before arranging).  Finally, Sue Brimlow asked a question that had 
been bothering me – if the tulip contained a deadly virus that caused the many brilliant varieties, are the 
bulbs which we now plant in our gardens likely to be infected?  Russell reassured us.  Apparently 
modern methods have sorted this out and there is nothing to worry about!                             Eryll Fabian      
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     Tudor Rose from Wikimedia 

   Commons.  Original by Ipankonin 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS U3A SEMINAR ON TUESDAY 27
th

 JUNE:  
 

The Role of Royal Propaganda in the Making of Tudor England           
 

Projecting an image of royal power was essential for Henry VII to establish  
and secure the unknown Tudor dynasty after 25 years of sporadic civil war.   
His son, Henry VIII and granddaughter Elizabeth I continued to employ  
iconic imagery, both in their portraits and in the extravagant pageantry and 
architecture, such as Hampton Court and Henry VII’s Chapel in Westminster  
Abbey, in order to maintain that image successfully. 
 
The speaker for this seminar is Dr Julia Cruse, whose PhD is in Medieval and Early Modern Studies. 
She has taught at the University of Kent, specialising in 15th and 16th century monarchy and aristocracy, 
and is now an Assistant Lecturer at the University’s Tonbridge Centre.  She will be reflecting on these 
monarchs and will examine whether they were the most skilled manipulators and propagandists of  
their eras. 
 

Date:        Tuesday, 27th June 2017 
 

Venue:     The Main Hall, The Camden Centre, Tunbridge Wells 
 

Cost:        £6 per person 
  
Programme:                 Registration – from 2.15 pm 
                 2.45 – 3.45   The first lecture, The Tudor Brand.  The representations of dynastic 
       power in the reigns of Henry VII and Henry VIII, father and son, resonate 
      still – the symbolic Tudor Rose and the Beaufort Portcullis adorning the 
      front of Henry’s VII’s chapel at Westminster Abbey and the unmistakable  
      arrogant figure of Henry VIII in the Whitehall Mural will be considered as 
      we look at what we can now argue was the creation of the ‘Tudor Brand’. 
                 3.45 – 4.15   Tea Break 
                 4.15 – 5.15   The second lecture, The Virgin Queen.  The iconic portraiture of 

      Elizabeth I is one of the lasting and most fabulous aspects of the Tudor  
      legacy.  The image of the Virgin Queen and the complex nature of the  
      many paintings of her across the decades of her reign fascinate us still. 
      We will consider many of these portraits looking at the hidden political  
      messages that they contain and their contemporary significance. 
 

Organiser:   Adrian Twiner  01892 459352  or email  
N.B.            This Seminar is open to U3A members in West Kent 
 

To reserve a place please copy and complete the slip below and send it with your cheque and SAE to:  
Adrian Twiner, 16 Bishops Court, Bishops Down Road, Tunbridge Wells, TN4 8XL 
Please remember to enclose a stamped self-addressed envelope for your ticket. 
 

Please retain for information. 
 

 

 I/We wish to attend the Tunbridge Wells U3A Seminar on The Role of Royal Propaganda in the 
Making of Tudor England and enclose a cheque for £6 per person made payable to TWU3A. 
 

Name(s):  
 
Address: 
 
Telephone No:                                       Email address:   
 
I enclose a cheque for £……….(£6 per person) 
 

mailto:adriantwiner@gmail.com
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OUR BARBER’S SHOP 
(Reflections while waiting to be served) 
 

We have a ‘proper’ barber’s in our town; 
old-fashioned spiral pole and all that stuff. 
But there’s just one thing – it’s “manned” by ladies 
who insist they’re ‘barbers’, not hairdressers. 
They’ll cut anything, including ear-hole hair, 
and give a foaming cut-throat razor shave 
with steaming face towels from the microwave. 
Then, while you’re lying helpless in the chair, 
they’ll slap your razor-burnt and moisture 
softened cheeks with stinging spirit after-shave – 
and relish it as well, as I can see from here. 
Not my scene! That stuff rings no bells for me. 
I mean, to pay a girl to slap your cheeks? 
With cream? No chance!  
You sure? 
Hang on for a mo’ – let’s see. 
                                     Michael Polkinghorne  

 

Group Reports 
 

    The Amblers at Haysden Country Park on 27th March 
 

 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Peter Costello’s photo shows us atop the only hill around – part of the Tonbridge flood defence.  
 

 Sunshine and the promise of a flat walk brought the Amblers out in force – rather different from 
 our walk at High Hurstwood a fortnight earlier when only 6 of us turned up to tackle 21 stiles!  

 

Not strictly a Group Report but definitely connected …  
En Passant:  A Sideways Look at Life  
by Michael Polkinghorne 
ISBN 9781788037181   £8.99   
 

Michael, a former member of the Tunbridge Wells  
U3A Committee and currently Group Leader of both  
Esoteric Philosophy and Military History, has written  
this collection of poetry and short prose vignettes  
commenting on the eccentric nature of humanity.   
It will be published on 28th May and promises to be  
humorous as well as thought-provoking.  
 

The collection is varied, including nostalgia as well 
as current social comment, and uses humour to  
highlight the way our world works.  Michael says that,  
although not stated, the poem quoted here is about  
Tunbridge Wells.  Perhaps you will spot other veiled  
references in the book! 
 

For further information go to: 
http://www.troubador.co.uk/book_info.asp?bookid=4414  
or contact Alexa Davies at Troubador Publishing Ltd 
Tel: 01162 782299 e-mail: marketing@troubadour.co.uk 
                                       
       This is Stella                      Stella also took this photo of the statue of  
       Westrup’s photo of            Sir Issac Newton at the British Library. 
       The statue of John  
       Betjeman in Saint   
       Pancras Station, 
       taken on the 
       recent outing (see 
                                                  Outings Report). 
       Betjeman, like Dylan 
       Thomas and Clive  
       James, is said to  
       have inspired 
       Michael  Polkinghorne. 

http://www.troubador.co.uk/book_info.asp?bookid=4414
mailto:marketing@troubadour.co.uk


7 
 

 

 

Update on Groups 

 
First I would like to say how much I am looking forward to meeting the group 
contacts at The Neville Golf Club on Friday 21

st
 for lunch.  

 
I would also like to announce a new group ‘Craft Beers’, which was set up at 
Trinity this month with great enthusiasm and plenty of ideas for a varied 
programme of beer tastings. The contact for this group is Martin Gorniak, click 
here to email. 
 
New Groups 
We have almost enough takers to be able to start up the following groups: 

 

 Cribbage 

 Spanish Beginners     

 Floristry    

Please let me know if you would like to join any of these. 
 

 Gilbert and Sullivan Appreciation  
For Gilbert and Sullivan fans this is a great opportunity. One of our members has 
offered to lead a group which would meet on four afternoons throughout the year 
to read and enjoy an operetta, reading the words aloud and listening to the music.  
 
Groups looking for new members 
 

 Golf : A small and friendly group who play for pleasure are seeking new 

members, both ladies and gentlemen. Contact Graham or Jeanette Brown 

on by email or 01892 524251 

 French 1: Intermediate standard. This friendly group works together to 

improve their communication skills.  Contact Jenny Evans by email.  

 
For further information on any of the above or to join a new group, please contact: 
   
                                                                            Jan Sumner, Groups Coordinator 
 

                         by email 
                                        or tel:  7900974684  

 
 
 
 

mailto:martingorniak69@gmail.com
mailto:g.brown2@btconnect.com
mailto:evans@colinandjenny.co.uk
mailto:twu3agroupcoordinator@gmail.com
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A message from the Editor: 
Members’ photos and articles about group activities, places visited and anything relating to  

U3A events are always welcome.  We can’t guarantee to print them  
but shall do our best if space allows. 

All contributions to the next newsletter should be  
e-mailed to Eryll Fabian by 30th April at the latest. 

fabiantwells.t21@btinternet.com  
        

Events In April and May 
 

                               We have the following events arranged for March: 
 

20th April Monthly Meeting – Philip Bret-Day on “Casanova in London” 

21st April  Group Contacts Lunch at the Nevill Golf Club (by invitation) 

28th April  Coffee Morning at Trinity 

2nd May Outing to the Hindu Temple at Neasden 

18th May Monthly Meeting –  
Bertie Pearce on “Charles Dickens, The Man, his Life and Characters” 

26th May Coffee Morning at Trinity 
 

 

Some Forthcoming Events For Your Diary 

 

15th June Annual General Meeting at the Camden Centre 

24th June Barn Dance 

13th Sept New Members Meeting 

12th Oct Open Day 

8th Dec Christmas Lunch at the Masonic Hall 

20th Dec Christmas Meeting 
 

New Members 
 

We are pleased to welcome the following new members who joined in March: 
 

Margaret Barty Julie Hathaway Michael Minihane 

Pauline Berry Audrey Hawkes Chris Rhee 

Janet Empringham Jean Gregory Isobel Richardson 

Jane Featherstone Susie Jude Marjorie Winch 

Sarah Fforde Lawrence Milston  

 
Useful Information 

 
 

 

 
 

  
                                 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your Committee 

Chairman Sue Brimlow 01892 863691 

Vice-Chairman Alison Grace 07900 974684 

Secretary Wendy Maher 01892 325272 

Treasurer David Scott 01892 701950 

Group Coordinator Jan Sumner 07900974684 

Membership Secretary Ruth Johnson 01892 523097 

Outings Coordinator Sandra McDonald 01892 752196 

Business Secretary Adrian Twiner 01892 459352 

Newsletter Eryll Fabian 01892 513805 

mailto:fabiantwells.t21@btinternet.com
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Uneven surfaces/steps/stairs            A visit to Herstmonceux Castle            For U3A Members Only 
fair amount of walking        and Herstmonceux Observatory Science Centre 

Calling at De La Warr Pavilion, Bexhill 
Friday 9th June 2017 

 

We will travel first to the coast, for a coffee and comfort stop at Bexhill. You can choose to visit the De La 
Warr Pavilion (free entry) or a cafe nearby and there should be time for a short stroll along the seafront. 

 

We then go on to Herstmonceux which is renowned for its magnificent moated castle, set amid beautiful 
Elizabethan gardens and parkland. Built originally as a country home in the mid 15th century the castle 
embodies the romance of Renaissance Europe. After a period of neglect, the castle has been restored 
and now operates as an International Study Centre for Queens' University of Canada. It is not freely 
open to the public but we will be going on a guided tour, to see inside and to learn more about its history. 
Enjoy a light lunch at the castle cafe or bring a packed lunch to eat in the gardens. 
 

In the afternoon we will visit the nearby Observatory Science Centre set within the castle grounds, with 
green copper domes and historic telescopes which are still in use on special astronomy evenings. Three 
domes are opened to the public and one features an exhibition telling the history of The Royal 
Observatory and how these telescopes came to be moved from Greenwich to Herstmonceux. In 
addition, there are many fun, hands-on exhibits demonstrating forces on earth and beyond. 
 

8.30am Coach leaves Southborough Fountain (on the opposite side of the road) 
8.45am   Coach leaves Crescent Road, opposite Assembly Hall 
10.00am    Arrive Bexhill/ De La Warr Pavilion 
11.00am    Leave Bexhill to arrive at Hestmonceux Castle by 11.25am. We divide into  
  two groups 
11.30am    Group A  - meet at Visitor Centre for start of Castle Tour, followed by time in  
  gardens/lunch                      
11.30am    Group B  - explore gardens, lunch, then meet at Visitor Centre for tour starting 
    at 1.30pm 
2.40pm      Coach leaves for Observatory Science Centre. Free time at the Centre 
4.30am      Coach leaves Herstmonceux.   Arrives Tunbridge Wells/ Southborough  
  at 5.30 to 6.00pm 
 

Cost £25 per person - which includes entry to Herstmonceux Castle and Observatory Centre, Tour of 
Castle, Coach and Gratuities. It does not include any refreshments. (Please note that once we are 

committed to paying out money in advance, full refunds can usually only be given if your place is taken 
by another U3A member). 
 

Applications - (including cheque payable to 'Tunbridge Wells U3A' + SAE for reply)  
to Pat Micklewright, 1 Birling Park Avenue, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 5LQ.  
Tel 01892 537993     Mobile on day 07530 885 657 
Also available for queries: Sandra Chandnani  Tel 01892 538665 
Members are advised that neither the TWU3A nor the organiser will accept responsibility for any mishap 
of whatever nature during the outing. Members are advised to consider personal insurance cover. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
TW U3A Outing to Herstmonceux Castle and Observatory Centre on Friday 9th June 2017 
 

Please reserve …..................place/s for this visit. I/we enclose a cheque for £.........................and SAE 
 

I/we will join the coach at  Southborough Fountain @ 8.30am (        )    Crescent Road @ 8.45am (        )   
*tick appropriate box 
 
Name/s........................................................................................ U3A Membership No/s …........................ 
 
Address......................................................................................................................................................... 
 
Tel. No......................................  Signed...............................................................  Date ….......................... 
 

As we will divide into two groups for tour of castle, is there anyone special you would like to be with? 
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Please see the notice below about our 2017 AGM to be held on the 15th June. 
 
Please note that Wendy Maher’s 3 year role as Secretary ends at the AGM, but Wendy will put 
herself forward for nomination for another 3 year term.  If you are also interested in this role 
please send your seconded nomination to Wendy by the deadline below using the nomination 
form that can be accessed here 
 

 
 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

The AGM will be held at the Camden Centre 
on Thursday 15 June 2017 at 2.30pm 

 

Nominations are sought for the position of 
Hon. Secretary 

 
A proposal about new subscriptions will be made at the meeting 

 
All AGM documentation will be downloadable 

from our website no later than 25th May 21 days prior to the meeting. 
 

All nominations should be proposed and seconded and sent, 
 together with motions for discussion,  to the 

Hon. Secretary, Wendy Maher by email or by post to  
 22 Chancellor House, Mt. Ephraim, Tunbridge Wells TN4 8BT  

no later than 15 May  2017 
 

The AGM will be followed by a talk from Michael Polkinghorne 
 

 
 
 
 

. 

../U3A%20website/Nomination%20Form%20June%202017.docx
mailto:Wendy.maher@btinternet.com

