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TUNBRIDGE WELLS U3A NEWS  
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www.tunbridgewellsu3a.org 

 

THE UNIVERSITY OF 

THE THIRD AGE 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
at 2.30pm at the Camden Centre  

 

18th May 
“Charles Dickens, the Man, 
his life and his characters” 

a talk by Bertie Pearce 
 

15th June 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
followed by   

“Looking Sideways at Life” 
a talk by Michael Polkinghorne 

 

MONTHLY COFFEE 
MORNINGS 

at Trinity from 10.30 – 12.00 

Friday 26th May 
Friday 30th June 

 

BARN DANCE 
on Saturday 24th June 

 

 
 

see application form on page 9 
 
 

OUR 
 

on 9th June  
there will be an outing to 

Herstmonceux Castle & Gardens 
and Herstmonceux Observatory/ 

Science Centre 
 

on 12th July 
there will be an outing to the 

Weald & Downland  

Living Museum 
see application form on page 10 

 
 

 

CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE 
We very proudly announced at our 25th anniversary lunch 
last October that we had welcomed our 1,000th member.   
A mere 6 months later and we have reached 1,100 
members.  Virtually all new members say they heard about 
us from friends and family, so do please keep spreading the 
word.  New members bring new ideas and skills that mean 
we can set up more groups. 
 

We held our annual Group Contacts lunch at The Nevill 
Golf Club last month and enjoyed lovely food and good 
company as usual.  Our Group Contacts really are the life 
blood of our organisation.  We can’t set up or continue a 
group without one being in place and we’re all very grateful 
for their continuing support over the past year.  They are 
also our ambassadors as they are often the first contact 
that new members have.  They are ably supported of 
course by Jan Sumner, our Groups Co-ordinator.  Fittingly, 
the photographs of the event that you can see further on in 
the newsletter, were taken by Tom Guy, who is the Group 
Contact for one of our Digital Imaging groups, 
 

Later in the newsletter you will find details of our 
membership renewal options.  One of the options is via  
our membership system, so I’ll repeat our request for 
volunteers to be Membership System Champions who 
could help other members.  Thank you to those who have 
already offered their help, but even more would be 
appreciated.  If you are interested please contact David 
Scott on 01892 517989 or email. 
                                   Sue Brimlow, Chairman     
                      01892 863691 / suebrimlow@btinternet.com 
  

 
 

16th March 
“The Tale of the Tulip” 

A talk by Russell Bowes 
 

16th March 
“The Tale of the Tulip” 

A talk by Russell Bowes 

http://www.tunbridgewellsu3a.org/
mailto:u3a.tw.finance@gmail.com
mailto:suebrimlow@btinternet.com
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL OPTIONS. 
 

Your committee have been looking at the options for renewing your membership.  Our aims are 
to make it as straightforward as possible for you and also to minimise the effort needed by the 
committee to process your payment.  We also are aware that our members like to have 
flexibility, so we are proposing the following options.  In due course, we will be emailing or 
writing to you to give you precise instructions. 
 

1. Direct Debits.  This option would allow you to set up a direct debit, just as you do for other 
regular payments such as utility and credit card bills. Going forward your subscription will be 
taken automatically and you will always be asked first if you want to renew your subscription.  
This allows us automatically to vary the subscription rate (once agreed at the AGM), should 
our reserves get too large again. 
 

2. Single Year Renewals.  Members can log on to their record in Beacon and have the option 
to renew their membership using a credit/debit card or via PayPal.  This would need to be 
done every year. 
 

3. Cheque or Cash Renewals by post or hand to the Membership Secretary.  We appreciate 
that some of our members would prefer to pay by this method. 

 

We know that a few of our members have retained their Standing Orders.  This is not a method 
that we will offer going forward.  The issues that we had with reconciling the payments, 
cancelling them or amending the amount mean that we don’t think they are suitable. 

 

 
 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
REMINDER 

 

The AGM will be held at the Camden Centre 
on Thursday 15 June 2017 at 2.30pm 

 

Nominations have been proposed and seconded for the positions of 
Hon. Secretary, Business Secretary, Groups’ Co-ordinator, Outings Co-ordinator  

and Editor of Newsletter 
 

Proposal for subscription changes will be announced at the meeting 
 

We hope as many people as possible can attend. 
Please send apologies for absence to the Hon. Secretary  

 

Copies of all documents including the minutes of last AGM,  
are available on the website.  Papers will also be available at the meeting. 

 

Copies of all documents can also be obtained by contacting 
Hon. Secretary, Wendy Maher by email or  

by phone on 01892325272 or 07860462576 
or from 22 Chancellor house, Mt. Ephraim, Tunbridge Wells TN4 8BT  

 

The AGM will be followed by a talk by Michael Polkinghorne: 

“Looking Sideways at Life” – some thoughts about his particular perspective 
that led to the collection of his recently published short pieces 

 

mailto:Wendy.maher@btinternet.com
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Outing News 
 

   Our outings this year are proving very popular. The visit to to Herstmonceux Castle on 

9th June is now full. Please contact Pat Micklewright on 01892 537993 for an update. 

 

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 
                  Photo taken at the Weald and Downland Living Museum by Sandra McDonald 
 

At the end of the Newsletter you will find the application form for our visit on Wednesday 

12th July to the Weald & Downland Living Museum set in the South Downs National Park 

near Chichester. This unique collection of reconstructed historical rural buildings should 

hold an appeal for everyone.  
                                                                     Sandra McDonald on behalf of the Outings Committee 

 

 
                Group 
                                  Contacts                  
                                               Lunch 

                           
 
 
 

      on Friday 
      21

st
 April 

 
 
 
 

             Photos by Tom Guy --      
                        more on page 7 
               
    on page 7 
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     Tudor Rose from Wikimedia 

   Commons.  Original by Ipankonin 

Seminar Reminder 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS U3A SEMINAR ON TUESDAY 27

th
 JUNE:  

 

The Role of Royal Propaganda in the Making of Tudor England           
 

Projecting an image of royal power was essential for Henry VII to establish  
and secure the unknown Tudor dynasty after 25 years of sporadic civil war.   
His son, Henry VIII and granddaughter Elizabeth I continued to employ  
iconic imagery, both in their portraits and in the extravagant pageantry and 
architecture, such as Hampton Court and Henry VII’s Chapel in Westminster  
Abbey, in order to maintain that image successfully. 
 
The speaker for this seminar is Dr Julia Cruse, whose PhD is in Medieval and Early Modern Studies. 
She has taught at the University of Kent, specialising in 15th and 16th century monarchy and aristocracy, 
and is now an Assistant Lecturer at the University’s Tonbridge Centre.  She will be reflecting on these 
monarchs and will examine whether they were the most skilled manipulators and propagandists of  
their eras. 
 

Date:        Tuesday, 27th June 2017 
 

Venue:     The Main Hall, The Camden Centre, Tunbridge Wells 
 

Cost:        £6 per person 
  
Programme:                 Registration – from 2.15 pm 
                 2.45 – 3.45   The first lecture, The Tudor Brand.  The representations of dynastic 
       power in the reigns of Henry VII and Henry VIII, father and son, resonate 
      still – the symbolic Tudor Rose and the Beaufort Portcullis adorning the 
      front of Henry’s VII’s chapel at Westminster Abbey and the unmistakable  
      arrogant figure of Henry VIII in the Whitehall Mural will be considered as 
      we look at what we can now argue was the creation of the ‘Tudor Brand’. 
                 3.45 – 4.15   Tea Break 
                 4.15 – 5.15   The second lecture, The Virgin Queen.  The iconic portraiture of 

      Elizabeth I is one of the lasting and most fabulous aspects of the Tudor  
      legacy.  The image of the Virgin Queen and the complex nature of the  
      many paintings of her across the decades of her reign fascinate us still. 
      We will consider many of these portraits looking at the hidden political  
      messages that they contain and their contemporary significance. 
 

Organiser:   Adrian Twiner  01892 459352  or email  
N.B.            This Seminar is open to U3A members in West Kent who may bring a friend 
 

To reserve a place please copy and complete the slip below and send it with your cheque and SAE to:  
Adrian Twiner, 16 Bishops Court, Bishops Down Road, Tunbridge Wells, TN4 8XL 
Please remember to enclose a stamped self-addressed envelope for your ticket. 
 

Please retain for information. 
 

 

 I/We wish to attend the Tunbridge Wells U3A Seminar on The Role of Royal Propaganda in the 
Making of Tudor England and enclose a cheque for £6 per person made payable to TWU3A. 
 

Name(s):  
 
Address: 
 
Telephone No:                                       Email address:   
 
I enclose a cheque for £……….(£6 per person) 

mailto:adriantwiner@gmail.com
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Monthly Meeting 

 

 

     Philip Bret-Day’s talk at April’s Monthly Meeting provided  

                an absorbing insight into the ten months that Casanova  

                  spent in London in 1763. A fascinating man, by turn lawyer, 

          soldier, musician, doctor, spy, playwright, jail-bird but above 

          all notorious womaniser, Casanova arrived in London hoping 

          to sell his idea for a national lottery.  As usual, he gambled 

          heavily, made many conquests and was soon embroiled in 
          scandal. Strangely, it was in London that he met his  

                        come-uppance as he fell heavily for the charms of a   

                        courtesan, La Charpillon, who was determined to ruin him.   

      Casanova by Anton Raphael Mengs        The rest of the story which was quite difficult to follow, is  

 [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons  too long to tell here and was extraordinarily complicated,  

          but it was a spell-binding tale.   
 

  Casanova, among his many other talents, collaborated with Da Ponte to write the libretto 

of Mozart’s Don Giovanni (which is loosely based on Casanova himself).  He died, aged 73, 

in Bohemia as Librarian to Count Waldstein, the last of his many patrons.  

                                                                                                                Eryll Fabian   
                                                                                                                 
 
 
 

Group Reports 

 

 

  London Explorers IV Walking Group:   
  Battersea & Chelsea             Led by Adrian & Angela Moss 
                                                                                                             Our walk on Friday 7th April took 
               us through Battersea Park on a 

               beautiful Spring morning, passing 

               an original Henry Moore sculpture,

               the Peace Pagoda, on our way to 

               the Albert Bridge. The photo is  

               taken by the fountains in the park
               which is  all that remains from the 

               1951 Festival of Britain Exhibition. 
 

                 Once across the River Thames  

               into Chelsea, we continued our 
               walk along Cheyne Walk viewing 

               the residences of the rich & 

               famous, past and present, and 

               arrived at the home of Thomas             

                             photograph by Wendy Nice  Carlyle, which is now owned by   

                                                          the National Trust. 
 

     After a fascinating tour of the house we proceeded to the Kings Road for lunch at  

   MyOld Dutch, a pancake house, and our walk finished at the Royal Hospital Chelsea,   

   home of the Chelsea Pensioners.                          

                   Angela Moss 
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Digital Imaging Intermediate II 
              
               Wednesday 19 April saw the group up and  
            running for the 2017 season under a clear blue  
                  sky and bright sunshine, the destination being  
            the exquisite Red House in Bexleyheath. 
               Following an Oxford University education,  
            designer William Morris decided to build a rural  
            house for himself and his wife Jane within   
            commuting distance of central London.  With  
            inherited wealth, he employed his architect friend  
                                  Philip Webb to assist with the project which was  
        The Red House                   completed in 1860. 
   Much influenced by Medievalism and Neo-Gothic styles which are much reflected throughout 
the building’s design, the house is an early example of what later became known as the  
“Arts and Crafts” movement. 
   Whilst Morris embarked on his earliest wallpaper designs, friends and Pre-Raphaelite painters 
Edward Burne-Jones and Dante Gabriel Rossetti both visited and helped to decorate the interior 
and some of their murals remain.  William’s wife developed what was possibly more than a 
casual relationship with the latter which did not go unnoticed especially as he so often painted 
her. She also confided in some that she had never felt love for her husband. 
   Despite William’s leaning towards wallpaper design, none will be found anywhere in the 
house. Instead, many of the walls featured colourful murals of scenes from the Trojan War or 
elaborate tapestries of classical mythology.  
                                                                                 In spite of his initial intention to spend the 
                    rest of his life there, William found the upkeep 
          of the north facing property too expensive so, 
          after just five years, he sold it as a private  
          residence. 
            In the ensuing years, various alterations were 
          made to the interior design until architect  
          Edward Hollamby took up residence in 1952.  
          He both initiated attempts at preservation 
     Mosaic Windows in the Front Door     and, in 1998, established the Red House 
                         charity only for him to die a year later. 
   Upon moving into a care home, his widow Doris put the house up for  
sale. It was bought in 2003 by an anonymous benefactor who donated  
it to the National Trust. The current plan is an ongoing project of  
conservation within the beautiful grounds which offer an oasis of  
serenity for all to enjoy within what is now suburbia. However, be  
aware that nearby parking facilities are rather limited. 
   We were happy to take advantage of one of the very informative  
one hour guided tours that take place between 1100 & 1300.  
Thereafter, visitors may explore the house and grounds at leisure  
although tours of the garden are also available. 
   The group adjourned for a splendid lunch at the immensely popular  
Miller & Carter Steakhouse, situated next to nearby Hall Place &  
Gardens, where fayre to suit all tastes and pockets is served. 
 
Tom Guy, Group Organiser 

                                                     A Wall Mural 
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Update on Groups 

 
 
The lunch for our Group  
Contacts at the end of April  
on a lovely spring day was  
a most enjoyable event and  
it was a great pleasure to  
meet up and put names to faces.  

 
 

Now with the changing season we have a return of some popular summer groups: 
 

Jon Diamond’s Croquet Group will meet every 1st and 3rd Tuesday afternoon until September.  
There is a charge of £5.00 per session which includes tea and cake! Jon can be contacted by email. 
 

Peter Batts is again arranging visits for the Local Village Churches Group and if you would like to  
be added to his mailing list for information on the visits as they are arranged, please email him here. . 
 

New Groups 
A meeting will be held on the 5th May to set up our new Cribbage Group. 
And we need just a couple more names to start our Beginners Spanish Group. 
 

Two very different new Music Groups are on offer: 

 Gilbert and Sullivan Appreciation:  A group which would meet on four afternoons throughout 

the year to read and enjoy an operetta, reading the words aloud and listening to the music. 

 Jamming for Fun:   A group proposed by a new member of our U3A who enjoys playing the 

guitar and singing and would like to get together with others to share an interest in old standards, 
pop ballads, Latin etc. 

 

For information on these groups or to come along to an initial meeting please contact Jan Sumner, 
Groups Coordinator.   
                                                                                                              Jan Sumner, Groups Co-ordinator   
                                                                                                                                                                email  
               or tel: 07900 974684

                                                              
 
            
              
        
            
           
 
 
 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jon@diamondconsulting.co.uk
mailto:peterbatts@btinternet.com
mailto:twu3agroupcoordinator@gmail.com
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A message from the Editor: 
Members’ photos and articles about group activities, places visited and anything relating to  

U3A events are always welcome.  We can’t guarantee to print them  
but shall do our best if space allows. 

All contributions to the next newsletter should be  
e-mailed to Eryll Fabian by 31st May at the latest. 

fabiantwells.t21@btinternet.com  
        

Events In May and June 
 

                               We have the following events arranged for May and June: 
 

18th May Monthly Meeting –  
Bertie Pearce on “Charles Dickens, The Man, his Life and Characters” 

26th May Coffee Morning at Trinity 

15th June ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
followed by a talk by Michael Polkinghorne on “Looking Sideways at Life” 

24th June Midsummer Barn Dance – details in this newsletter 

27th June Seminar on Royal Propaganda in Tudor England – details in this newsletter 

30th June Coffee Morning at Trinity 
 

Some Forthcoming Events For Your Diary 

 

13th Sept New Members Meeting 

8th Dec Christmas Lunch at the Masonic Hall 

20th Dec Christmas Meeting 
 

New Members 
We are pleased to welcome the following new members who joined in April: 

 

Robert Bareham Jean Hutchin Alan Robinson 

Susan Bareham Marian Leese Celestine Ryan 

Jenny Head Jan Medlycott Yvonne Spencer 

Denis Hazelden Heather Moore Ann Stansfield 
 

Useful Information 
 
 

 

 
 

  
                                 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NATIONAL EVENTS 
Details of several interesting national events have appeared on the website recently. 

They can be found on www.u3a.org.uk or by writing to: 
The Third Age Trust 

19 East Street 
Bromley, BR1 1QE 

Your Committee 

Chairman Sue Brimlow 01892 863691 

Vice-Chairman Alison Grace 07900 974684 

Secretary Wendy Maher 01892 325272 

Treasurer David Scott 01892 701950 

Group Coordinator Jan Sumner 07900974684 

Membership Secretary Ruth Johnson 01892 523097 

Outings Coordinator Sandra McDonald 01892 752196 

Business Secretary Adrian Twiner 01892 459352 

Newsletter Eryll Fabian 01892 513805 

mailto:fabiantwells.t21@btinternet.com
https://www.u3abeacon.org.uk/member.php?mkey=80057
https://www.u3abeacon.org.uk/member.php?mkey=80768
https://www.u3abeacon.org.uk/member.php?mkey=80058
https://www.u3abeacon.org.uk/member.php?mkey=80056
https://www.u3abeacon.org.uk/member.php?mkey=80770
http://www.u3a.org.uk/
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Do join us at our first Barn Dance.  Abbey Capers will be providing the music and 
have promised that they’ll gear the evening to our capabilities and will alternate 

between dance and music to listen to, if we need time to get our breath back.  You 
are welcome to bring a guest. 

 
To reserve a place please complete the slip below and send it with your cheque 
made payable to TW U3A to:  
Sue Brimlow, 1 The Grange, Langton Green, Tunbridge Wells, TN3 0HR 
Receipts will be emailed or acknowledged by phone.  Enclose a stamped self-
addressed envelope if you prefer confirmation by post. 
 

Please retain the above for information. 

 
 I/We wish to attend the U3A Barn Dance and enclose a cheque for £15 per 
person made payable to TWU3A. 
 
Name(s):  
 

Address: 
 

Telephone No:                                       Email address:   

 
Details of any dietary requirements 

 
I enclose a cheque for £……….(£15 per person) 
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A fair amount of walking on semi-rural paths                                                                                        U3A members only 
Please take this into consideration if you have mobility difficulties        
                                                             

Outing to Weald and Downland Outdoor Living Museum 

Singleton, Chichester 
Wednesday 12th July 2017 

 
Step back in time this month and discover a fascinating collection of over 50 restored rural buildings 
spanning 600 years of history.   These have been rescued from destruction and re-constructed in a 
beautiful 40 acre landscape set within the South Downs National Park.  You will see homes displayed as 
they were lived in centuries ago: a Victorian working smithy, a working 17thcentury watermill, an Anglo 
Saxon hall, a mediaeval farmstead, a Tudor kitchen and the list goes on. There is woodland, farmland 
and meadows and historic gardens planted with herbs and vegetables. See examples of traditional 
livestock such as shire horses associated with the South East of England. 
 
8.30am             Coach departs Southborough . Bus stop opposite The Fountain. 

9.00am             Coach departs Crescent Road, in front of Assembly Hall. 
11.30am           Arrive at Weald and Downland  Museum.   Time for coffee (at own expense) and comfort stop. 
12.15am           Split into 3 groups for guided tour. Duration approx. 90 minutes. 
1.45am             Lunch, either in the newly opened waterside café, or at picnic tables and benches in the grounds. 
                           The afternoon is free for you to continue to explore on your own.  

4.10pm             Coach departs  for Tunbridge Wells. 

6.40pm             Arrive back in Tunbridge Wells (depending on traffic) 
 

Cost £28.00 per person to include coach travel, gratuities, entry to the museum and guided tour. It does not 

include refreshments. (Please note that once we are committed to paying out money in advance, full refunds will 
only be possible if your place can be taken by another member) 
 

Applications. (including cheque made payable to “Tunbridge Wells U3A” and SAE for reply) to 

Sandra McDonald , 2 Green View, The Green, Frant, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN3 9ED  
Tel: 01892 752196. Mobile on day 07889699198                   Also for queries, Rosemary  Rees Tel:  01892 541517 
Members are advised that neither the TWU3A nor the organiser will accept responsibility for any mishap of 
whatever nature during the outing. Members are advised to consider personal insurance cover. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tunbridge Wells U3A Outing to Weald and Downland  Museum Wednesday 12th July 2017 
 
Please reserve -----------------Place/s @ £28.00.  I enclose a cheque for £…………………..and SAE 
 
I/We will join the coach at         * Southborough The Fountain at 8.30am       (     )     * tick appropriate box 
                                                        * Crescent Road (Assembly Hall) 9.00am        (     ) 
 
Name/s……………………..................................................................................................................................... 
 

U3A No/s………..………………………. 

 

Address/es………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…… 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Tel No:………………………………Mobile…………………………Date………………………Signed………………………………………. 
 


