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THE UNIVERSITY OF 

THE THIRD AGE 

 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
at 2.30pm at the Camden Centre  

 

17th November  
a talk about Tunbridge Wells 

by William Benson, CEO 
Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 

 

15th December  
Anniversary Quiz, 

mulled wine and mince pies 
 

19th January 
a talk on The Arts and Crafts 
Movement and its Gardens 

by Stephen Harmer 
 

MONTHLY COFFEE 
MORNINGS 

at Trinity from 10.30 – 12.00 
on  

Friday 25
th
 November 

Friday 30
th
 December 

Friday 27
th
 January 

 
 

OUR 
30

th
 Nov / 1

st
 Dec  

Guys and Dolls 

 
There will be no outings 

in January but details of the 
February outing to  

 
are at the end of this newsletter 

 

 

 

CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE 

 

October has been a very exciting time for our U3A.  Our 1,000th 
member, Linda Harcourt, joined us during the month and as of 
the 25th October we have 1,002 members.  It seems very fitting 
that we have reached this milestone at the same time as the 
Third Age Trust are celebrating the setting up of the 1,000th U3A 
group. 
 

The Study Day on the Lesser Known Churchill, organised by 
Adrian Twiner, was a great success with well over a 100 
attendees. 
 

We also held our penultimate 25th Anniversary event lunch, which 
was a great success.  More details and photographs are included 
in this newsletter.  The final event will be our traditional 
December quiz and carols meeting.  Some of the questions will 
reflect our 25th anniversary, so it could be worthwhile brushing up 
on what happened in 1991! 
 

We also welcomed 28 recent members to our autumn new 
members’ meeting, where we had an opportunity to introduce the 
committee and provide some background to the U3A movement 
in general and our U3A.  There was encouraging interest both in 
signing up to our tea rota and in some of the suggested new 
groups. 
 

We hope you like the new information pack.  We will be 
producing an update to the Groups Listing in the next few months 
as we start up new groups and group contacts change.  As ever, 
the website has the most up-to-date information. 

 

Sue Brimlow,  
Chairman 
01892 863691 or email 

 

http://www.tunbridgewellsu3a.org/
mailto:suebrimlow@btinternet.com
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Outing News 
           
            Another successful outing took place on  
       Tuesday 4th October.  This was to the National  
       Trust property of Chartwell, Churchill’s family  
       home from 1922.  Many thanks for a well  
       organised trip go to Robbie Holmes and 
       Lynne Monckton. 
  
 
 
   
  
 
 

         A short journey of less than 20 miles from  
    Tunbridge Wells with no holdups and lovely 
    weather meant everyone could enjoy the house ,  
    hillside gardens and lake in autumn splendour. 
                                                                                                 

     
    Even though there is scaffolding up at the house for  
 vital restoration work this did not detract from the enjoyable 
 day.  Although we didn’t have an official guided tour, the N.T 
 stewards deserve a mention. They were welcoming, helpful 
 and extremely informative. The group lunch in the café was  
 very good so another bonus.  
    
    Thanks again to Stella for providing us with more lovely    
photos.  

 
            
       On a more general note this was the ninth outing of the year, with Guys and Dolls at the  
    Assembly Rooms finishing us off at the beginning of December.  All have been well supported.   
    None of this could happen without the hard work of the outings committee and the outgoing  
    Coordinator, Pat Mickelwright.   
 
       Everyone would like to thank Pat and are very pleased that she will still be part of the group.  

       So now we look forward to 2017. We have already met to get the year started and lots of   
    suggestions have been made. We meet again in early January to finalise the plan for the year.  
    We are kicking off with a real treat on 23rd February to The Churchill Theatre Bromley to see  
    The Nutcracker, performed by The Moscow City Ballet.  This will be led by Di Brown and  

    Sue Marsal.   The details and application form are in this newsletter. 
 

                             There will be no outing in January. 
 
 Sandra McDonald on behalf of the Outings Committee  
   
 Photos by Stella Westrup  
    

 
 
 
 
 



3 
 

Group Reports 
 

ART APPRECIATION GROUP 
 
Our inaugural meeting for the new season on 18th 
October proved highly popular and members greatly 
enjoyed Liz Strang’s talk on Picasso’s Women – a very 
varied and colourful group of ladies, most of whom can be 
seen in the current exhibition at the National Portrait 
Gallery. 
 
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 22nd November 
when Liz will talk about Gaugin and the group of artists 
who met at Pont Aven in Brittany. 
 
We start at 2.30pm. 
                                           

NB:  The Main Hall at the Camden Centre is used for an  
exercise class beforehand so please do not arrive until  
2.10p.m.   On arrival please remember to check in so that 
we can ensure that our membership records are up-to-
date.   (Membership is £9 for the full 5 sessions for 
2016/17, or £1.50 per meeting for visitors.) 

 
Alison Turner (Group Co-ordinator)    01892 526693 

 
 

 

 SPOT THE PUSHCHAIR! 
                                                                                                           
                                                                                                          Out for our weekly Monday 
                                                                                                                    Walk, THE AMBLERS got     
                                                                                                                    caught in the rain in Old   
                                                                                                                    Heathfield.  One eagle-eyed   
                                                                                                                    member had spotted a sign                     
                                                                                                          for the Toddlers’ Coffee  

                                                                                                                    Morning in the Church Hall,   
                                                                                                                    and here we are, warmly  
                                                                                                                    welcomed by the Mums,  
                                                                                                          having coffee in the Church.   
                                                                                                                    Despite the rain some of 
                                                                                                                    us continued on our way.   
                                                                                                                    We got very wet so the                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                    pub lunch which followed      
                                                                                                                    was doubly welcome!  
  
                                                                                                                     

 Photo by James Earle (who won’t thank me for having focused  
 on the pushchair so that our faces are blurred.  Ed.) 
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DIGITAL IMAGING INTERMEDIATE GROUP II 
 
        How we lived then – Eastbourne          November last year saw the sad closure  

                                                                            of Yesterday’s World in Battle due to  
                                                                            insufficient visitor support.  However, 
                                                                            Digital Imaging Intermediate Group II  
                                                                            were privileged to visit it on the very last 
                                                                            day it was open to the public. Experiencing 
                                                                            similar problems but still soldiering on is 
                                                                            “How we lived then”, a museum of old shops housed 
                                                                            in a Regency building situated at 20 Cornfield Terrace, 
                                                                            Eastbourne and this was the Group’s destination. 
                                                                            for their October 2016 outing.  For a modest admission 
                                                                            charge, visitors have access to over 100,000 exhibits 
                                                                            on four floors of old shops, room settings and displays.  
    
   The shops include a Confectioners and Grocers with shelves packed with nostalgic items reviving 
memories of dozens of brand names long since discarded and others that have survived the passage of 
time. Other shops include a Chemists, Ironmongers, Boot Repairers, Post Office, Photographers, Tailors 
and Toy shop with a Punch & Judy show. 
 
   Remember dried egg powder and other rationed items?  They are all there in the display of a Wartime 
Kitchen/Living Room with air-raid shelter beneath the stairs.  There is also a well-stocked Edwardian 
kitchen, an Admiral Lord Nelson Inn and displays of Christmas Past, Spring Cleaning, Sporting activities 
and many other themes prompting members to compare memories and past experiences. 
    
   The photographs show a sample of the exhibits on display including an early pressure cooker that 
looks like a bomb about to explode! 
 
   The museum is fronted by a completely separate Gift Shop with traditional souvenirs and a selection 
greetings cards and advertising postcards. 
 
   For lunch, the Group adjourned for lunch to the ever popular conservatory restaurant in the nearby 
Hydro Hotel before relocating to the eastern end of the town for a short leg stretch around part of 
Sovereign Harbour, a welcome cup of coffee – and an Italian ice cream for one who shall remain 
nameless - before a leisurely drive back home. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                         Tom Guy – Group Organiser 
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Kent U3A Study Day on Monday 10
th

 October 

The Lesser Known Churchill    
 

It was gratifying to be able to welcome 115 people to a full day of talks 
on a subject of particular local interest.  Despite early morning traffic  
hassles, most of the audience managed to arrive in time for the first  
talk, some travelling from as far afield as Tenterden and Canterbury. 
 

We were very sorry that Jonathan Smith, the programmed first speaker,  
was too unwell to be with us, but William Tyler, who spoke about  
Churchill’s controversial role in establishing the modern map of the Middle East, was a well-
received replacement.   
 

                                                            After a coffee break William was followed by David Lough, 
                                                            who gave us an entertaining insight into Churchill’s  
                                                            precarious financial affairs.  His book, ‘No More  
                                                            Champagne’ proved to be a popular purchase; I gather he 
                                                            sold 38 soft-back copies. 
                                                             

                                                            An excellent two course buffet lunch was enjoyed by 85 of 
                                                            us, while the rest were able to have their packed lunches  
                                                            outside on the patio. 
 

In the afternoon, Sonia Purnell, an experienced journalist and author, gave us an enlightening 
talk on the life and travails of Clementine, Lady Churchill.  Sonia’s book ‘First Lady’ also proved 
to be a popular purchase. 
 

All the speakers spoke clearly, with the aid of a microphone, but hardly referring to any text.  
This professional technique was much appreciated by an enthusiastic audience, who left 
Salomons by 3.30 pm feeling that the day had been both informative and good value.  
 

                                                                                                                         Adrian Twiner         
 

 
 

The Next Monthly Talk 
will be on Thursday 17th November at 2.30pm at the Camden Centre 

by William Benson, CEO, Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 
William Benson, Chief Executive of Tunbridge Wells Borough Council will be speaking to us 
about what Tunbridge Wells Borough Council actually does and some of the challenges and 
opportunities facing local government in general 
and Tunbridge Wells in particular. He will cover 
a range of issues including balancing housing 
demand with local planning constraints, 
infrastructure requirements, local government finance 
and the state of central/local government relations.  
He will also talk about how the Council has been 
coping with the loss of its government grant, some 
of the Council’s recent successes and plans for 
the future including a £12m Cultural and Learning Hub and proposals for a new theatre.  

 

 

file:///C:/url?url=https:/www.churchillcentral.com/partners&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwjzp7ny9ZfNAhWlIcAKHZDNDfMQwW4IGjAC&usg=AFQjCNFGyxDF4hRwhAUf9LwEvXLbk6DLJA
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Masonic Hall 25
th

 Anniversary Lunch on Thursday 20
th

 October 
 

We held our 25th anniversary lunch In place of the October 
monthly meeting, and what a great celebration it was.  The 
Masonic Hall was a great venue, easy to get to, lots of parking 
and such friendly and helpful staff.  And the food was simply 
superb, lots of it and all beautifully cooked.  So much so, that 
we’re already considering it as a possible venue for our 2017 
Christmas lunch. 
 
We started with a welcome drink in the bar and an opportunity to 
catch up with friends before making our way into the dining room, 
which had been beautifully decorated with bunting, balloons, 
flowers and serviettes all in the U3A blue and yellow colours. 

 
After a brief welcome speech, each table took it in 
turn to help themselves from the extensive buffet, 
followed up by delicious desserts.  Quite a few 
people went back for seconds, but we’ll spare their 
blushes and not mention names. 

 
 
 
 
 
Very special thanks must go to Di Brown and 
Marilyn Smart who organised the event, putting 
in a lot of effort to ensure it was such a success. 

 
This is just a small selection from the 
photographs that were taken on the day, with 
lots of great ones of our members enjoying 
themselves.  You can see the whole gallery of 
80 photographs by clicking on this link gallery 
 
Sue Brimlow 
 
 

                                       

http://www.davidhodgkinsonphotography.com/u3amasonichalllunchoct2016
http://www.davidhodgkinsonphotography.com/u3amasonichalllunchoct2016/index.html
http://www.davidhodgkinsonphotography.com/u3amasonichalllunchoct2016/index_6.html
http://www.davidhodgkinsonphotography.com/u3amasonichalllunchoct2016/index.html
http://www.davidhodgkinsonphotography.com/u3amasonichalllunchoct2016/index.html
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Update on Groups 
 
We had a successful New Members Meeting in October with lots of interest in our new groups.  
The following now have enough potential members to be viable. Over the next few months we 
shall have these up and running. 
 
A Fifth London Explorer’s Group.  This will be set up along the same lines as our other four 
groups.  The aim is to set out once a month to discover interesting, sometimes hidden places,  
in London. 
 
Meandering Group.  A walking group for those who no longer wish to tackle stiles or rough 
terrain.  We would aim for short walks in or close to a town or village.  
 
Food Appreciation.    For those who enjoy food and social interaction.  Food demonstrations 
and tastings, themed food events at members’ homes eg foods from different countries, 
afternoon tea. Why not a bake off! 
 
Galleries and Museums Group.  This is a relaunch of a popular group which organises visits 
throughout the year. 
 
For more information or to join or lead a group please contact Jan by email  
 
News about existing groups 
The Bus Pass and Train Explorers has been active for some years now, ably led by Sheila 
Branson who has recently had to stand down.  The group meets in January to organise monthly 
visits up until December.  They are very keen to keep going but need to find a new contact, 
someone to handle queries and support the organisers of each visit.  There will be an informal 
coffee morning held at Trinity sometime in December. If you would like to go along, please 
contact me for details.  
 
French Group 1, intermediate standard, still has places for new members. Please contact 
Jenny Evans by email 
 
Walk on the Wildside recently purchased binoculars, 
reference books and a bag to carry them in. These were 
put to good use during the October outing to Tudeley 
Wood when the group were led around the Brakeybank 
Trail looking at interesting varieties of fungi.  
 
A Message for Group Contacts 
Other group contacts wishing to purchase equipment, 
computing services or apps should pass on to me 
suggestions and estimated costs.   
 
 
Jan Sumner, Groups Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:twu3agroupcoordinator@gmail.com
mailto:evans@colinandjenny.co.uk
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EVENTS IN DECEMBER AND JANUARY 

 

We have the following events arranged for this year and the beginning of 2017: 
 

25th Nov Coffee morning at Trinity 

30th Nov  Guys and Dolls at the Assembly Hall 

  1st Dec  Guys and Dolls at the Assembly Hall 

15th Dec Monthly Meeting – Anniversary Quiz, Carols, Mulled Wine and Mince Pies 

30th Dec Coffee Morning at Trinity 

19th Jan Monthly Meeting – Stephen Harmer on The Arts & Crafts Movement & its Gardens 

27th Jan Coffee Morning at Trinity 
 

The  Monthly Meeting on 15th December will be a Christmas Quiz with carols, mulled wine 

and mince pies.   Please just turn up as usual and each table will become a team.  This 

quiz will focus on our 25th anniversary so if you’re keen, revise what happened in 1991. 
 

A NOTE ABOUT MONTHLY MEETINGS 
 

 Our monthly meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month in the Camden Centre, 
starting at 2.30 p.m. and are usually advertised in the local press.  The meetings are open to  
non-members, so bring a friend if you wish. 

 

NEW MEMBERS 
 

We are pleased to welcome the following new members who joined in November. 
 

Chris Attwood Vanessa Fletcher Margaret Rix 

Marian Attwood Linda Harcourt Patrice Springett 

Kenneth Bearne Courtney Hayden Pamela Stirling 

Peggy Boycott Anne Ingrey Linda Valins 

Kathleen Cooper Bob Kenward George Young 

Condell Dickson Trevor Long Ivy Young 

Stephen Fletcher Yvonne Long  
     

USEFUL INFORMATION 
 

Your Committee 

Chairman Sue Brimlow 01892 863691 

Vice-Chairman Alison Grace 07900 974684 

Secretary Wendy Maher 01892 325272 

Treasurer David Scott 01892 701950 

Group Coordinator Jan Sumner 07900974684 

Membership Secretary Ruth Johnson 01892 523097 

Outings Coordinator Sandra McDonald 01892 752196 

Business Secretary Adrian Twiner 01892 459352 

  Newsletter Eryll Fabian 01892 513805 

                                                                                                                   More Tea Helpers needed.  
                                                                   It’s a good way to meet people while pouring   
                                                                   much appreciated cups of tea and a chance  
                                                                   to get to know others over the washing up. It 
                                                                   isn’t arduous and the more helpers we have  
                                                                   the better. To find out more please contact  
                                                                   Linda Bateup by email  
                                                                   or call 01892 539622 

The next regular issue of the 
Newsletter will appear in 
January.  Please e-mail 

contributions to Eryll Fabian by  
31st  December at the latest. 

fabiantwells.t21@btinternet.com 
 

As previously announced, we 
have a supply of U3A 2017 
diaries and Jo and Brian Bailey 
have kindly agreed to sell these 
for us. They cost £2 and will be 
available at the next monthly 

meeting.   

mailto:lbateup@yahoo.com
mailto:fabiantwells.t21@btinternet.com
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS U3A 

Matinee performance of The Nutcracker at the Churchill Theatre Bromley 

by the Moscow City Ballet 

on Thursday 23 February 2017 

ITINERARY 

10.45         Leave Crescent Road – opposite the Assembly Hall  
10.55                   Leave Southborough Fountain  
11.45 approx      Arrive in Bromley 
 
                              Plenty of time for lunch (not included) and even a little shopping! 
  
14.30          Performance of The Nutcracker    
17.00 approx        Leave Bromley 
18.00 approx        Arrive Tunbridge Wells 
 
Cost  £38 to include transport, theatre ticket and gratuity 
 
Applications (including cheque made payable to “Tunbridge Wells U3A” and stamped addressed envelope for 
reply) to:    Sue Marsal, Cooklands Barn, Whetsted Road, Five Oak Green, Tonbridge TN12 6RT 
 
Queries to: Sue Marsal (01892 832627 or suedvicm@gmail.com) 
  Di Brown (01892 529999 or dmzbrown@gmail.com) 
 
                             Mobiles on the day only:  07855 628377 and 07742 636417   

    
Please understand that a front seat is reserved for the outing organiser allowing access to the microphone, as it is 
illegal to use this from a standing position whilst the coach is moving.   
Members are advised that neither the TWU3A nor the outings organisers will accept responsibility for any mishap 
of whatever nature during the outing.  Members are advised to consider personal insurance cover. 
 

 
Tunbridge Wells U3A  visit to Churchill Theatre. Bromley to see The Nutcracker on Thursday 23 February 2017 

 
Please reserve  . . . . .      place(s) for this outing.  I/We enclose cheque for £ . . . . . . .. . .      plus s.a.e. 

Crescent Road at 10.45 / Southborough at 10.55 (please delete appropriately) 

 

Name 1…………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Telephone no……………………………………………………………………… Membership no…………………………………………….. 
 
Name 2…………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Telephone no……………………………………………………………………… Membership no…………………………………………….. 
 


