
1 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page   CONTENTS 

  1.  Chairman’s Update   
  2.  Deafness Talk; Christmas Lunch; Christmas Quiz 
  3.  Short Break May 2020;  Outing News;  
  4.  Report on the Outing to Beaulieu 
  5.  Group Reports:  Four Seasons Birdwatching 
  6.  Group Reports:  London Explorers 1;  London Explorers 4 
  7.  Group Reports:  The Amblers;  Bus Pass and Train Explorers 
  8.  Group Reports:  Digital Imaging Intermediate II 
  9   Update on Groups 
10.  Monthly Meeting Report;  Forthcoming Monthly Meetings; Study Day Reminder.   
11   Games Afternoon; Summer School Report 
12.  Events; New Members; Committee;  2020 Diary;  Editor’s  Message 
13.  Christmas Lunch Details and Application Form 
14.  Quiz Night Details and Application Form 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS U3A NEWS  
October 2019 

 
www.tunbridgewellsu3a.org   

 

THE UNIVERSITY OF 

THE THIRD AGE 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
at 2.30pm at the Camden Centre  

 

Thursday 17th October 
Punch and Judy  

a talk by Bertie Pearce 
 

Thursday 21st November 
Christmas Traditions 

a talk by Imogen Corrigan 

 

MONTHLY COFFEE 
MORNINGS 

at Trinity from 10.30 – 12.00 
 

Friday 25th October 
 

 
 

Friday 29th November 
 

OUR 
There will be outings on  

 

3rd to 6th October 
Short Break to Bristol etc 

Fully booked 
 

Wednesday 20th November 
Kew Gardens Xmas Trail 

Fully booked 
 

Wednesday 12th February 
“Swan Lake” 

Application form on p. 13  

 

USEFUL TO KNOW 
TALKS 

 
 

31st October:  Deafness 

 

CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE 

 

I’m writing this update at the end of September and we 
still  have  over  140  members   who  have  not  renewed.   
I have contacted everyone by email or letter, reminding 
them how to renew. I know some people decide our U3A 
is not for them or that they are unable to attend for health 
or mobility reasons.  However, if you want to continue as a 
member and haven’t got round to it yet, please do so.  We 
won’t be sending out any more reminders and if you 
haven’t renewed, this will be the last newsletter that 
you will receive. 
   The ‘Useful to Know’ talk on Power of Attorney 
generated a lot of interest, but there hasn’t been as much 
demand for the talk on Thursday 31st October from Hi 
Kent, the deaf and hard of hearing charity for the county.  
Details are on page 2. Please could you let me know by 
email or phone (863691) if you hope to come?  In addition 
to the room hire, we have to pay a fee to the charity so we 
want to be sure there is sufficient demand.  
    Our short breaks have been very popular and Sandra 
has asked me to let you know that there are still 2 rooms 
left for the Devon holiday next year, but deposits are 
needed soon (see page 3 below).   
   Finally, we have a policy that we do not acknowledge 
any ill-health or bereavements, primarily because we’d 
hate to miss anyone out.  But I thought that you would 
want to know that Adrian Twiner, our popular Vice 
Chairman, had a fall last week that resulted in him 
needing a replacement hip.  He’s doing well but will have 
limited mobility for a few weeks.  I’m sure that you’ll join 
me in wishing him a speedy recovery. 
 

Sue Brimlow, Chairman, Tel: 01892 863691 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

  
   

http://www.tunbridgewellsu3a.org/
mailto:suebrimlow@btinternet.com
mailto:suebrimlow@btinternet.com
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USEFUL TO KNOW TALKS:  DEAFNESS 

 

A talk about deafness and the help provided by Hi Kent,  
the deaf and hard of hearing charity for the county  

 

At the time of writing, only 6 people had signed up for this talk which was advertised in last 
month’s Newsletter.  As I explained, in addition to the room hire, we have to pay a fee to the 
charity, so we may have to cancel if there is not sufficient demand. 
 

Hi Kent runs clinics throughout Kent, many in the Tunbridge Wells area, where people with NHS 
hearing aids can come along without having to make an appointment and receive free 
replacement batteries, re-tubing and cleaning of the hearing aid, as well as free advice on other 
assistive equipment. 
 

The talk by one of the Hi Kent’s trained volunteers will be from 2.30 to 4 in the Victoria Suite in 
the Camden Centre on Thursday 31st October.  If you would like to attend PLEASE EMAIL or 
TELEPHONE me (01892 863691) as soon as possible so that I can decide whether or not the 
talk can go ahead. 

Sue Brimlow, Chairman 
 

 
 

 
 

Christmas Lunch 
             

Christmas Lunch on Thursday 12
th

 December 
 

     We shall be returning to the Masonic Hall for our Christmas lunch 
                     again this year as it has proved very enjoyable.  We hope that many  
  of you will join us for what will, we are sure, be another delicious meal. 
     
                                  The hall is in St John’s Road and is easily accessible. 
                               It is on several bus routes and has plenty of free parking. 
                   The application form is on page 12. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                   The Christmas Quiz will be on 19
th

 December. 
 

Look out for further information in the next Newsletter! 
 

 
 

mailto:suebrimlow@btinternet.com
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SHORT BREAK TO SOUTH DEVON MAY 2020 
5 days departing May 11th   £454.00 per person. 

We stay on a half board basis at the 3* Hotel Toorak at Torquay. 
 

There are only 2 double/twin rooms left. You can share with a non U3A member. 
 

The hotel has agreed to extend the deposit date till the end of December. 
 

Itinerary   

 

For more information and a booking form please contact 
Sandra McDonald  sarn.mcd@hotmail.com  Tel: 01892 752196 

To view the holiday on line visit www. tailored-travel.co.uk and quote tuwu201 

 
OUTINGS NEWS 

 

The weather for our September outing to Beaulieu was somewhat overcast but this did not spoil a really 
good day. Well done to Pat Micklewright and Sandra Chandnani who organised this super trip. 
  As previously mentioned we do not have a day trip this month as Sandra McDonald is leading a group 
on a three day short break to Bath and Bristol, which I am sure will be both very enjoyable and 
interesting. 
  Our next outing arranged by Linda Trowell and Jenny Jessup, is an early evening visit to Kew to see 
the garden and lights to get us all into the Christmas spirit, this trip is now full with a waiting list. 
  At the end of this newsletter, is an application form for our Ballet outing in February to see Swan Lake, 
performed by the Russian State Ballet & Orchestra of Siberia, a Raymond Gubbay presentation at the 
Marlowe Theatre, Canterbury. We are grateful to Sandra Chandnani for organising this trip with 
Rosemary Rees. Please note we have to confirm tickets to the box office at the Marlowe by the 15th 
December, so we need your applications with your cheques ASAP. 
  I would like to take this opportunity to apologise to Sandra and Rosemary for the embarrassment 
caused by my error in the September Newsletter where I stated that the Ballet would be performed by 
the Bolshoi company.   After all their hard work arranging this show, I stated the wrong Ballet company. 
  Next month I will announce our programme for next year’s day trips, so that if members would like to 
book these trips they can put a reminder in their diaries to look out for the application forms, which are 
normally in the Newsletter two months before the event. 
  Finally we have a vacancy for at least two new members and maybe up to four, so If you would like  to  
join  our  very  friendly  Outings Committee,  please  telephone  me  on 01892 546687 or 07504 919081 
or email me at  joanyoung0305@gmail.com. 

Joan Young, Outings Co-ordinator 

Day 1 
Depart for 
Kingston Lacy in 
Dorset (N.T.) A 
17thC house 
with lavish 
interiors. 
Paintings by 
Rubens, Titian 
and Van Dyck. 
 
 
 
 

Day 2 
Arrive in 
Dartmouth with 
free time. A boat 
transfer to  
Greenway (N.T.) 
the holiday 
home of Agatha 
Christie. 
Evening trip to 
Babbacombe 
theatre. 

Day  3 
A morning visit 
to Powderham 
Castle for a 
guided tour. 
Home to the 18th 
Earl of Devon 
and one of the 
oldest family 
houses in the 
UK.  In the 
afternoon we 
visit the World of 
Country Life. 
Included is a 
Deer Train 
Safari ride. 

Day 4 
On arrival at 
Buckfast Abbey 
we meet a Blue 
Badge Guide for 
a 2 hour scenic 
tour of 
Dartmoor. In the 
afternoon we 
continue to 
Coleton 
Fishacre (N.T.) 
Finishing with a 
Devonshire 
Cream Tea near 
Brixham. 

Day 5 
En route home 
we visit 
Stourhead 
(N.T.) The 
house has  rare 
Chippendale 
furniture and a 
unique Regency 
library. 
The world 
famous gardens 
surround a 
glistening lake. 

mailto:sarn.mcd@hotmail.com
mailto:joanyoung0305@gmail.com
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   Photo:  Brian Snelson [CC BY 2.0 
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/

by/2.0)] 

 

Report on the Outing to Beaulieu 

 

WOW what a great day we had. Such a pity the coach was not full 
as members really missed a treat.  The mile long monorail gave a 
wonderful aerial view of Beaulieu even passing right through the 
roof of the National Motor Museum! 
   There is something for everyone. Who knew one could be so 
interested in cars? BUT from the moment on entering the motor 
museum with over 250 vehicles on display there were SO many to 
impress.   Here we found beautiful early Bugattis and Daimlers to 
the less glamorous Ford Anglias and a 1931 Morris Minor.  Even             

the original Chitty Chitty Bang Bang and onto the incredible Land 
Speed Record cars which were so long it was hard to take photos! 
One cannot imagine how Donald Campbell broke the land speed 
record at 400mph in the space age looking Bluebird CN7. 

   But tearing ourselves away there was so much more to 
see. Beaulieu has been home to the Montague family 
since 1538. Remodelled in the 1800s the house is a fine 
Victorian example.   

   Some rested their legs 
and boarded the 1912 
replica London double 
decker open topped bus to 
arrive at the historic house.  
This passed the beautiful 

mediaeval ruined abbey  where one 
could walk in the cloistered garden and 
up to the Domus, where the monks 
lived, to see the beautiful wall hangings 

which Belinda, Lord 
Montague’s mother, 
took 7 years to 
complete. Also on route 
was the top secret exhibition showing how Beaulieu 
trained over 300 special agents in WW2.  Many died and 
their stories are very moving. 
 
 
 

   Outside people wandered through the fruit and veg 
garden with its pumpkins, the Rose Garden and the 
Victorian Flower Garden where the Dahlia displays 
were lovely.   
   One quirky feature was the  Mad Hatter’s Tea 
Party themed topiary. The real Alice was invited 
here in 1887 for guess what? Yes, a tea party! 
   Dragging ourselves away we headed off and 
although  home  was   100   miles  away   we  had  a  
great drive back with no holdups!! 
                Sandra McDonald, photos by Stella Westrup 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0
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GROUP REPORTS 

 

FOUR SEASONS BIRDWATCHING 
 

The pale marsh harrier - a large raptor with a 
wingspan of more than a metre - flew past us at 
eye level as our group of 14 stepped off the 
road and into Stodmarsh, in the valley of the 
River Stour near Canterbury. 
   Moments later, we were watching a kingfisher 
diving from a branch above an irrigation ditch. 
On a small lake nearby, three little egrets were 

visible among 
the greylag 
geese. 
   It’s a lovely site, Stodmarsh, originally given to the monks of St 
Augustine by Eadric of Kent in 686. The monks grazed horses on the 
marsh and dug irrigation ditches to bring the Stour’s mineral-rich water 
onto the land to improve the grass. Much later, the roof of a coal mine 
underneath the marsh collapsed 
and created the lakes that are 
now home to cormorants, great 
crested grebes and that morning 
a visiting osprey. These days it 
has a fine variety of habitats, 
including woodland. 
   Natural England controls the 
reserve, and naturalist David 
Feast - who led our group - has 
worked there for 20 years.  

                                He even has a hide named after him.   
   Our visit had been touch and go. It had rained heavily in the morning, but by the time we arrived it was 
warm and sunny. We had our main meal in the Grove Ferry Inn, and foraged blackberries for desert. We 
even saw a rare wasp spider.    

Text and photos of Birders, Wasp Spider, Snipe & Lapwing  
Erik Brown 

Photo of David Feast byPhil Sumner, Group Contact 
Photo of Kingfisher (using mobile phone & telescope),  Graham Wykes 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                         ◄ Snipe 
               Lapwing  ► 
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LONDON EXPLORERS 1  
 

Irma McDonnell organised this visit to see 
Chihuly’s ‘Reflections on Nature’ exhibition 
at Kew Gardens.  They were amazing; this 
is just a small selection.  The exhibition is 
on until the 27th October and is lit at night 
too.  It’s well worth the trek out there. 

 
 

 

                                                                                                                                    
  Sue Brimlow     

   

LONDON EXPLORERS 4 

London Explorers had a lovely 

day in London on Friday 13th. 

Beautiful weather. First going to 

The Garden Museum described 

by the Daily Telegraph as "one of 

London's best small museums".   

 

Then visiting the Imperial War Museum, again incredibly 
interesting.  Photograph 2 taken outside the War Museum 
by a section of the Berlin Wall.  All organised by Marion and 
Barry.                

Suzette Elliott-West, Group Contact 
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THE AMBLERS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                      Photo by Sandra MacDonald 

 
▲  The Amblers beside Bewl Water on one of the beautiful sunny days this month.  

Two years ago, we visited Reed’s Farm where Peter Costello had discovered a Bruff Hop-Picking 
Machine which was made about 50 years ago by his father’s company.  It was so interesting to see it in 
action that we went again this year … and it’s still going strong!  ▼ 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  
       
 
               Putting the bines on the machine 

               Peter in the hop field                   Text and photos by Eryll Fabian                          The hops going up to be dried 

             

BUS PASS AND TRAIN EXPLORERS  
 

On Wednesday 11 September twelve of us 
visited Hastings for a guided tour of the Old 
Town.  We learnt a lot about the history and 
architecture of this fascinating place, thanks 
to our enthusiastic guide.  The rain 
fortunately held off until lunchtime, when we 
retreated to a cafe for a fish and chip lunch. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

                           Text by Carol Boyd 
 
                 Photo by Tricia Anderson 
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DIGITAL IMAGING INTERMEDIATE GROUP II 
 

Our 18th September gathering commenced 
as usual with coffee at 1000 before we set 
off for Knole House, one of England’s top 
five largest houses. It occupies four of the 
1000 acre park in which it stands near 
Sevenoaks. 
 

Some choose to describe this huge 
building as a “calender house” because it 
is alleged to have 365 rooms (days in a 
year), 52 staircases (weeks in a year), 12 
entrances (months in a year) and 7 
courtyards (days in a week).  Having said 
that, nobody is yet known to have made a 
reliable survey to endorse these figures. 
 

The house is a complete and well preserved early Jacobean 
remodelling of an archbishop’s palace. It was extended in 1456 by 
the Archbishops of Canterbury until it became a possession of the 
Tudors with Henry VIII hunting there and Elizabeth I visiting. In 
1603, Thomas Sackville made it a showcase of his family’s wealth 
and influence in Royal circles. 

 

During the next four 
hundred years, 

descendants 
furnished Knole 
with Stuart furniture 
and textiles from 
Royal Palaces and 
the 3rd Duke’s art 
collection. 
 

 

The National Trust acquired the house in 
1946 and whilst retaining the more formal 
spaces, most of the rooms were leased back 
to the Sackville family which is why no 
photography is allowed inside. The 7th Baron 
Sackville and his family currently live in 
private apartments.  The property available to 
visitors has recently undergone “a facelift” 
which makes the interior seem less austere 
than it did previously. 
 

The group adjourned for a tasty lunch at the Spotted Dog, Penshurst.  

 

Tom Guy, Group Contact 
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UPDATE ON GROUPS 

 

SOME BRAND NEW GROUPS COMING SOON: 
 

Suggestions have been made for the following new activities which will be presented at the New 
Members Meeting: 
Humanism There are many definitions of humanism but all have a common theme of critical or rational 
thought. This discussion group will explore these definitions and attempt to draw their own conclusions. 
Recorders  We are now offering a new recorder group.  Open to all levels. 
Whist  You don’t need to be an expert or even know how to play – learn from others. Meetings will be 
held at Trinity. 
Cryptic Crossword Puzzles A group for puzzle solvers – beginners and Intermediate – a good way to 

exercise the memory and thinking skills, stimulating an interest in words and general knowledge. 
Garden Visits   The group will decide on a programme of visits to a variety of different gardens and 
nurseries between February and October.  
Breakfast or Brunch   Meeting in a local restaurant for breakfast or just a coffee and a chat. It might be 

a popular choice for the weekend. 
Four Paws Walking Group   We have many walking groups but so far none which include your dog. We 
would envisage walks of about an hour, possibly finishing up with a cup of tea at a dog friendly café. 

 
LOOK OUT ALSO FOR SET UP DATES FOR THE FOLLOWING: 
 

Rummikub    A strategic game with number tiles.  Great fun and good for the brain.  

Mathematics and Statistics   Possible topics for discussion are on the website but your own 
suggestions are welcome. 

 
WE HAVE RECENTLY ADDED:  
 

Tennis (Bat and Chat) to our list of groups. Sessions are on Thursday mornings at St John’s Tennis 
Club. The contact is Laura Collins laura@allstarspeakers.co.uk 07802 643696.  
Latin and Greek hold meetings on 2nd and 4th Mondays at Trinity and the contact is Carol Boyd 
carol.boyd@blueyonder.co.uk.      Both these groups would like a larger membership so please don’t 
hesitate to get in touch and give them a try. You will be warmly welcomed. 
  

NEWS OF OTHER GROUPS: 
 

French Conversation 2 now has places to offer.  The group is of higher intermediate standard and 
meets at 10.00am on 1st and 3rd Thursdays each month, in members’ homes.  It is not suitable for 
absolute beginners. The group read and translate general topics and discuss items of current affairs etc. 
Contact Frank Monckton frankmonckton352@gmail.com 01892 533652.  
Computer Group 1 has changed its name to reflect the wider topics discussed at its meetings i.e. 
mobile phones, smart meters, printers and anything that is electronic or internet related. It will be known 
as Tech Users Computer Group. 
Folk and More The group has resumed again after the summer, beginning slightly later, 2.30 to 4.00pm, 

in Saint John’s Yard on 3rd Monday afternoons. Contact Courtney Hayden courtneyhayden@btinternet.com 
Tel 07811 183101. 
Both our singing groups are hoping to attract a few more gentlemen.  
Singing for Pleasure meets on 2nd and 4th Wednesdays and the contact is Adrian Twiner 
adriantwiner@gmail.com 01892 459352.  
Singing for Fun meets on 1st and 3rd Fridays and the contact is Jean Phillips-Martinsson 
jeanpws@aol.com   01892 549492. 
Cycling   More members are needed to keep this group going. Our cyclists aim to meet on alternate 
Tuesdays.  It’s a friendly group cycling at an easy pace.  So if you have an old bike in your shed, do give 
it a go. Contact Richard Martin richardmartin51@btinternet.com 07803 267706. 

        
For more information or to join new groups please contact Jan Sumner, Groups Coordinator 
twu3agroupcoordinator@gmail.com or phone 01892 860554.    

mailto:laura@allstarspeakers.co.uk
mailto:carol.boyd@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:frankmonckton352@gmail.com
mailto:courtneyhayden@btinternet.com
mailto:adriantwiner@gmail.com
mailto:jeanpws@aol.com
mailto:richardmartin51@btinternet.com
mailto:twu3agroupcoordinator@gmail.com
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Photo of Sapper Clay’s medal (Squeak) 
with a replica Victory Medal (Wilfred) 

by kind permission of the speaker 

Based on forgotten cartoon characters, Pip, 

Squeak and Wilfred are the affectionate names 

given to the three WW1 campaign medals — The 

1914 Star or 1914-15 Star, British War Medal 

and Victory Medal respectively. 

             REPORT ON THE SEPTEMBER MONTHLY MEETING 
 

Sadly, Antonia Gallop was unwell and could not give us a talk 
in September.  At very short notice, however, Bob Slater, our 
Talks Organiser, managed to find an excellent replacement in 
John Griffiths-Colby.  In 2017, while digging a trench in his 
garden in Reigate, John discovered a First World War British 
War Medal.  Finding to whom it had been awarded was easy – 
Name, Rank and Number being engraved round the edge of 
each medal.  Finding more about Cecil Clement Clay who 
came from Nuneaton and why the medal was found in Reigate 
was another matter.  John’s research led via the history of 
phosgene gas (Sapper Clay had been gassed while working 
with one of our own gas canisters) and other military things to 
town plans, family trees etc, many of which led  to dead ends.  
However, with luck, coincidence, and enormous  perseverance 
he discovered that Sapper Clay had died unmarried at the age 
of 87.   
     The   talk  was  fascinating  and well-illustrated  and   it   had  
obviously given John great pleasure to have been able to return  
the  medal  to  Sapper  Clay’s  nearest  relative .… a first cousin 
three times  removed!  
                                              
                                                   Eryll Fabian and Jim Robertson 

 
 

FORTHCOMING MONTHLY MEETINGS 

 

17th October:      Bertie Pearce will speak about Punch and Judy.  
21st November: Imogen Corrigan will talk on Christmas traditions. 
19th December:  Christmas Quiz 
2020 
16th January:      Tom Wray will speak on “Exciting Wildlife from 
         around the World”. 
20th February:    “Passports, Assassins, Traitors and Spies”,  
          a talk by Martin Lloyd. 

 
 
 

From London Town by Felix Leigh, Thomas Crane, and Ellen Houghton [Public domain] 

 
 

 

REMINDER! 

 

WEST KENT U3A ART STUDY DAY:   28
th

 October 2019 
 

ASPECTS OF WESTERN EUROPEAN ART 
 

There is still time to obtain tickets for this interesting Study Day which will include a virtual tour of the 
National Gallery, a talk on the development of fashionable portraiture during the Tudor period, and 

another on why Rembrandt stands out among his contemporaries.  It will be held in Paddock Wood. 
Full details and the application form were in the August Newsletter. 

 

Adrian Twiner, Business Secretary, 01892 459352 

 

mailto:adriantwiner@gmail.com
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GAMES AFTERNOON ON SATURDAY 7
th

 SEPTEMBER 
 

The initial uptake of tickets was 
disappointingly low, but we sold 
enough tickets for the event to go 
ahead and what a fun and chatty 
time we had.  In these days of 
screens and tablets it was a 
welcome reminder of how much 
fun can be had playing games 
and cards with friends.  The 
afternoon tea was much 
appreciated too and the general 
consensus was that we should 
repeat the event. 

                                           Sue Brimlow 

 
Many of you may not be aware that U3A runs summer schools each year on 
a variety of subjects.  They are open to members of all U3As and full details 
are available from the Third Age Trust whose contact details are on p.11     
below.  As you will see from the report which follows, Diane found the one 
she attended very worthwhile. 
 

REPORT ON THE U3A NATIONAL SUMMER SCHOOL, 
Royal Agricultural University, Cirencester, 10-13 September 2019 
When writing this I had just got back from the Summer School at Cirencester.  This was attended by 
around 150 U3A members, studying one of ten very varied courses: Cryptic Crosswords, Drama, Garden 
History, Bede and the Conversion of England, Latin and Roman Britain, Shakespeare, Maths, Opera, 
Philosophy, and Recorder Ensemble.  A different range of subjects had been offered at the other 
National Summer School at Aston University in August. 
   My course was Latin and Roman Britain.  We looked, amongst other things, at written accounts in Latin 
and translation of Julius Caesar’s Invasion and Boudicca’s Rebellion, some Roman poetry, letters from 
Vindolanda on Hadrian’s Wall, and a 13th Century land dispute, as well as some videos about Hadrian’s 
Wall.  We had one very enjoyable afternoon visit to the nearby Roman Villa at Chedworth.  Our tutor was 
well-informed, well-organised, and quick to bring a group of students who didn’t know each other 
together. The 15 students brought varied existing knowledge about different aspects of the subject, 
which they were able to share with others, and the class worked very well despite everyone having very 
different levels of Latin ability.  I spoke to people attending most of the other courses.  Most seemed just 
as happy about the success of their course as my group 
was. 
   The accommodation at RAU is a bit shabby, and the 
food was at times rather basic, though always sufficient.  
This was more than offset by the lovely grounds and 
attractive main buildings, and most importantly by the 
general very good atmosphere of the summer school.  
RAU staff were friendly and quick to put right small faults.  
The U3A administration worked faultlessly. 
   This  was  a  very  enjoyable  way  to spend a few days.  
I went with  two friends  who live in London.    None of us 
had  been to a  U3A Summer School  before.   My friends 
are already talking about going again next year.                                        Royal Agricultural University

                   Diane Thomas                         Photo by kind permission of the University 
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Useful Information and Important Messages 

 

Events in October and November 
 

We have the following events arranged for October and November: 
  1st Oct. “Useful to Know” talk on Power of Attorney  

  8th Oct.  New Members’ Meeting – by invitation 

17th Oct. Monthly Meeting:  Punch and Judy, a talk by Bertie Pearce 

19th Oct. Quiz Evening – by ticket 

25th Oct. Coffee Morning at Trinity 

28th Oct. Art Study Day:  Various speakers – by ticket  

31st Oct.  “Useful to Know” talk on Deafness and the help available from Hi Kent 

21st Nov.  Monthly Meeting:  Christmas Traditions, a talk by Imogen Corrigan 

29th Nov. Coffee Morning at Trinity  
 

Forthcoming Events For Your Diary 

 

12th Dec. U3A Christmas Lunch at the Masonic Hall – by ticket 

19th Dec. Monthly Meeting:  Christmas Quiz 

27th Dec. NO COFFEE MORNING 

3rd Jan. Coffee Morning at Trinity 
 

New Members 

We are pleased to welcome the following new members who have joined since 1st September: 
Jacqueline Anthony Avril Gamm Carole Harvey Carole Marshall Peter Rolling 

Janet Banks Michael Gamm Sandra Hawkins Karen Millard Sammy Smith 

Keith Banks Adele Glover Jackie Jones Graham Murdoch Andree Trinder 

Jane Day Christine Gregory Barbara Kayne Sandra Murdoch Juliette Waghorn 

Marilyn Dobbin Ann Gregory Richard Lawless Alice Painter  

Rosemary Elcombe Brian Gregory Marianne Lund Patricia Prior  
                 

 

          2020 Diaries 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A Message from the Editor:  
Members’ photos and articles about group activities, places visited and anything relating to U3A events are always 

welcome.  We can’t guarantee to print them but will do our best if space allows. 
If anyone objects to their photo being reproduced in this Newsletter, they should contact the editor. 

All contributions to the November Newsletter should be e-mailed to Eryll Fabian by 31
st
 October  

at the latest (earlier submissions will be welcome!) or phone 01892 513805. 

 

 
National Events 

 Details of interesting national events appear on the website: 
www.u3a.org.uk or write to: The Third Age Trust,  52 Lant Street,  London SE1 1RB 

Your Committee 
Chairman Sue Brimlow 01892 863691 

Vice-Chairman Adrian Twiner 01892 459352 

Secretary Wendy Maher 01892 325272 

Treasurer David Brimlow 01892 860598 

Group Coordinator Jan Sumner 01892 860554 

Membership Secretary Ruth Johnson 01892 523097 

Outings Coordinator Joan Young 01892 546687 

Business Secretary Adrian Twiner 01892 459352 

Newsletter Eryll Fabian 01892 513805 

Short Breaks & Holidays Sandra McDonald 01892 752196 

The U3A 2020 diary is now 
available at £2.75.  They 
will be available for sale at 
our monthly meetings.  If 
you are unable to attend a 
meeting, please phone Jo 
or Brian Bailey on 01732 

668548 to reserve a diary.  

mailto:fabiantwells.t21@btinternet.com
http://www.u3a.org.uk/
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS U3A 

  Christmas Lunch on THURSDAY 
12

th
 December 2019 

 

      Please join us at the Masonic Hall, St John’s Road, Tunbridge Wells at 12.30 for 1.00pm. 
 

£26 per person includes a welcoming drink of wine or fruit juice,  
a delicious three course Christmas lunch and gratuities. 

 

S1  Prawn Cocktail 
or 

S.2  Mushroom and Chestnut Soup 
or 

S.3  Poached Pears with Walnuts and Stilton 
~~~~~ 

M.1  Roast Turkey 
or 

M.2  Plaice Veronique 
or 

M.3  Cranberry and Nut Roast (vegetarian) 
 

with a selection of fresh vegetables  
and all the trimmings 

~~~~~ 
D.1  Christmas pudding with brandy sauce 

or 
D.2  Summer Fruit Roulade 

or 
D.3  Lemon Tart 

or 
D.4  Cheese and biscuits 

~~~~~ 
Coffee or Tea and mints 

 
Please indicate your choice of starter (S) , main (M)  and dessert (D) on the application form below. 

 

Please send completed application form together with your cheque for ticket(s) to 
Suzette Elliott-West, 13, Spring Gardens, Rusthall, Kent, TN4 8RS 
 

Your ticket(s) will be emailed to you. If you require a paper copy please send a SAE. 
As you will need to exchange your ticket for your welcome drink please bring it with you. 
 

Queries to Suzette Elliott-West or phone 01892 557402 or Marilyn Smart or phone 01892 510194 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----- 

 

I/We enclose cheque for £ …… made payable to Tunbridge Wells U3A  
 
Name ……………………………………………………………… Membership no……….…………….. 
 
Email address……………………………………………………   Phone no…………………………….. 
 
Menu choices:…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

If you are paying for a U3A friend please include their details below 
 
Name ……………………………………………………………… Membership no……………….…….... 
 
Email address……………………………………………………… Phone no…………………………….. 
 
Menu choices:………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
                                                                                    

mailto:suzetteew1234@gmail.com
mailto:marilyn.tw@btinternet.com
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Raymond Gubbay presents                                                                                        U3A Members Only 

 

The Russian State Ballet & Orchestra of Siberia’s ‘Swan Lake’ 
at The Marlowe Theatre Canterbury 

on Wednesday 12th February 2020 (matinee performance) 
 

The greatest romantic ballet of all time is brought to life by Tchaikovsky’s haunting and unforgettable 
score.  From the impressive splendour of the palace ballroom to the moon-lit lake where swans glide in 
perfect formation, this compelling tale of tragic romance has it all.  Formed in 1981 “The Russian State 
Ballet of Siberia” has quickly established itself as one of Russia’s leading ballet companies and has built 
an international reputation for delivering outstanding performances.  
The Marlowe Theatre, a 10 minute walk on the flat from the coach drop off point and situated in the heart 
of the city centre. The Green Room cafe/restaurant in the theatre offers snacks & meals (booking 
recommended), in the auditorium aisles are wide with low steps and a handrail.  All reserved seats are at 
or near the end of a row.   Canterbury Cathedral, museums, shops and eateries are all in walking 
distance.      
 

ITINERARY 
10.00  Leave Southborough Fountain – bus stop opposite 
10.10   Leave Crescent Road – opposite the Assembly Hall 
11.40 approx  Arrive in Canterbury 
  Free time in Canterbury for lunch (not included) sightseeing or shopping! 
14.15  Arrive at The Marlow to take your seat 
14.30  Performance of “Swan Lake” 
17.20 approx  Leave Canterbury 
18.50 approx  Arrive Tunbridge Wells 
19.00 approx  Arrive Southborough 
 

Cost £41 to include transport, theatre ticket and gratuity. 
 

Applications (including cheques made payable to “Tunbridge Wells U3A”) to Joan Young, 21 Coniston 

Avenue, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 9SP Tel: 01892 546687.  Also available for queries Rosemary Rees, 

Tel: 01892 541517.  Betty Wyatt will be leading the outing on the day with Rosemary Rees.  

Members are advised that neither the TW U3A nor the outings organisers will accept responsibility for any mishap 

of whatever nature during the outings.  Members are advised to consider personal insurance cover.  Also note that 

once we are committed to paying out money in advance, usually full refunds will only be possible if your place is 

taken by another U3A member. 

 

 

Tunbridge Wells U3A visit to The Marlow Theatre, Canterbury to see “Swan Lake”  
                                                                         on Wednesday 12tth February 2020.  

Please reserve …...… place(s) on this outing. I/We enclose a cheque(s) for £ …………………..  

I / We will join the coach at Southborough Fountain (  )  /  Crescent Road  (  )  please delete appropriately 

Name/s: …………………………………………….…  U3A  Membership Number/s:………………………….. 

Address: ...……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Tel Number/s:………………………………….…… *email address:….…………………………………………. 

*Please note that receipts will be sent by email. If you require a postal receipt, then please include a stamped  

addressed envelope. 


