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LEARN, LAUGH, LIVE

202020
CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE
First, a very big thank you to you all for renewing your membership. We are acutely
aware that under the present difficult circumstances we are not able to provide our
normal programme of activities, and it is therefore very encouraging that so many of
you find membership worthwhile and continue to give us your support. We are also
grateful to those of you who have continued to organise groups and those who attend
them under these unusual circumstances.
Normally, every six months we arrange a meeting to welcome new members, to tell
them something about the U3A movement, what TWU3A has to offer, and to find out
what their interests are. The last one should have been in March but had to be
cancelled. We had hoped this month to invite up to 30 people at a time to meet in the
Langton Green Village Hall but the latest regulations forced us to cancel this. We
shall be getting in touch with new members about the possibility of meeting on Zoom,
or physically in small groups of up to 6, or even by telephone, and hope that as many
of you as possible will respond.
It seems that regulations of some sort will continue for some time so we shall have to
think outside the box. We need your help to rise to the challenge! Large groups
could be subdivided, members of inactive groups who see possible means of carrying
on could be helped to do so, new small groups could be set up, and perhaps you have
other ideas. But we can’t arrange new initiatives if we don’t know what you want,
or what the problems are. The most puzzling thing for the committee at the moment
is to find out what members need. Lindsay Hasell, Groups Co-ordinator, is particularly
anxious to hear from any member with ideas or problems, but any member of the
committee will welcome a chat and pass on ideas to the right place, so please
contact us. All our telephone numbers are at the end of every newsletter and you will
find links to some of our email addresses below.
Looking forward to hearing from you and hoping that you will keep safe and well,
Eryll Fabian, Chairman, Tel: 01892 513805
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS U3A DURING COVID 19
Tunbridge Wells U3A still has such a lot to offer. U3A is run by the members, for the members,
so everyone is encouraged to take part, to suggest new initiatives, and to keep in touch.
Newsletter: Our monthly Newsletters include news of our projects, latest information about our
groups, reports on past activities, helpful information, quizzes etc. In 2020 there will, unusually,
be an edition in December.
Monthly Meetings: We now offer two FREE virtual talks on Zoom every month.
In addition, we arrange virtual walks and talks on Zoom for which there is a small charge.
The present series, by Blue Badge guide, Caroline Piper, cost £5 each.
For further information about all these Zoom sessions, contact Sue Brimlow.
Groups: Groups are the life blood of our U3A. More than half of our 100+ groups are still
finding ways to keep going in these challenging times. Groups of 6 are meeting outside or
inside. Others are keeping in touch via Zoom, Skype, our 2 Facebook pages, email or
telephone. Please phone or email a Group Contact to find out if a group is active, or contact
Lindsay Hasell (01892 673180), our Groups Co-ordinator.
Why not start a new group? We would like to encourage anyone who has a particular interest
which they would like to pursue to contact Lindsay Hasell (01892 673180), our Groups Coordinator, so that she can help to get a new group up and running.
We should also like to encourage groups which have not yet been able to restart to consider
whether they can do so in in a different way. Lindsay has lots of ideas and suggestions, so
please contact her for help.
Be innovative! If you have not got the internet and email, then use the post or telephone, or
meet in small groups.
Finally, if you find that a group is full, contact Lindsay who will help to start another one.
Outings: Monthly outings have been suspended for the time being but will resume as soon as
possible.
Study Days and Seminars: We plan to introduce FutureLearn which, we hope, will continue
even after study days and seminars can be reintroduced. Full details are on p.5.
FutureLearn: FutureLearn is an online social learning platform which offers many hundreds of
free short courses. Most courses last for 6 weeks, but some are shorter. Find out more about it
at: https://www.futurelearn.com/using-futurelearn. For more information on how U3A will get
involved contact Jean Brushfield.
Events: We shall reschedule our usual programme of events as soon as we can.
Facebook: The Tunbridge Wells U3A Group and the U3A Four Seasons Birding Group on
Facebook are well worth investigating.
Last but not Least: Members of TW U3A are entitled to the services and activities arranged by
the Third Age Trust, the national body of which all U3As are members. Their website can be
found here. Most of you have already opted to receive their magazine, Third Age Matters, and
they also produce a newsletter full of information from across the U3A movement which you can
sign up for here. There is a wealth of U3A activity beyond Tunbridge Wells and it is there for
you to take part in.
We hope you will find something above to interest you. If you have any suggestions for further
activities, PLEASE contact me or any member of the Committee.
Stay safe, well, and positive!
Eryll Fabian, Chairman, Tunbridge Wells U3A (01892 513805)
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LAST CHANCE TO RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTION.
Thank you to the hundreds of members, who have already renewed their membership
of our thriving U3A.
This is a final reminder that if you haven't renewed, this is unfortunately the last
newsletter you will receive as membership automatically lapses if it hasn’t been renewed
by the end of October. If you have any problems with the renewal process please contact me.
Ruth Johnson, Membership Secretary 01892 523097

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE – THE RULE OF 6
As you will have realised, the Government’s Rule of 6 makes it illegal for U3A to meet in groups
larger than 6 (with a very few exceptions for approved sports and only if the rules of the
governing body, such as the Ramblers for walkers, have been followed). As further changes to
the rules may be introduced, it is important that we can all know what is allowed. The
Government’s guidance, FAQs What You Can and Can’t Do, is kept up to date and can be
found at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-youcan-and-cant-do/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do.
U3A National Office’s latest advice on restarting groups, dated 21 st September 2020, can be
found here. If later versions are issued between Newsletters you will be able to find them in the
Latest News section of our website. If you need help with completing a risk assessment please
contact Lindsay Hasell, Groups Co-ordinator.

2021 U3A DIARY
It was difficult to gauge how many copies of the 2021 U3A Diary we should
order this year! We decided on 50 and these are now available at £3.00
each. If you would like one, please either
send a cheque for £3 payable to TW U3A with a stamped (large first class
£1.15, or large second class £0.88,) long envelope to:
Eryll Fabian, 5 Broadwater Court, Broadwater Down,
Tunbridge Wells, TN2 5PB
or phone me on 01892 513805 to arrange to pick one up.

*BREAKING NEWS*
THE FIRST EVER PODCAST OF U3A RADIO NOW AVAILABLE ON U3A YOUTUBE!
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THE U3A RECRUITMENT CAMPAIGN (2020 TO 2021)
Preliminary work has been done by a National U3A Recruitment Working Group to examine
two problems –
a slowing down in the growth of the National membership,
and the declining proportion of newly retired people joining a U3A.
Before the advent of the Covid-19 pandemic, over 40 U3As had shared their experiences
in successfully growing their membership over several years.
From this information, 9 themes have been developed; the details have been sent to us.
Our Management Committee has accepted an invitation to join the Pathfinder Phase of the
campaign. This campaign will be in 3 stages (set out below) to develop and pilot ideas for
recruitment and promotional activity.
TIMING AND STAGES

ACTIONS

A. End September to end
December 2020

Pathfinder U3As will help develop and pilot a
recruitment toolkit, and experiment with recruitment
and promotional techniques.

B. January 2021 to April 2021

Trailblazer U3As will pilot the use of the recruitment
toolkit in a wide variety of settings and across all
U3A regions.

C. Easter 2021 to December
2021

All U3As will use the recruitment toolkit to develop
and launch their own recruitment campaign.

Currently, our U3A membership is about 1,000, in a town of 60,000 people; that is less
than 2% of the population. This compares to a town U3A in Merseyside which has achieved
close to 5%, and a village U3A in Kent which has achieved a membership of about 7% of
their population.
Once Stage C. of the project has been reached, it will be for our own U3A to decide
which ideas will be of benefit to us here in Tunbridge Wells.
We do not intend to change any arrangements that are working well.
We shall be keeping members informed through the Newsletter about the progress on this
Project over the next few months. We hope to circulate a questionnaire to members to
complete if they wish to, for your suggestions.
Jean Brushfield
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TRIAL OF VIRTUAL U3A STUDY GROUPS
FutureLearn is an online social learning platform based in the UK, partly owned by the
Open University, and offers many hundreds of free short courses to the public each year.
Most courses last for 6 weeks, but some are shorter.
This link - https://www.futurelearn.com/using-futurelearn - explains how the FutureLearn
system works, with course participants receiving a weekly email prepared by respected
academic institutions. Students have opportunities, if desired, to interact with students
taking the same course who live in other parts of the world.
As a trial, the Committee of our U3A invites interested members to consider taking one
of the following three FutureLearn courses, probably beginning in November 2020.
Subject of the online
course

Your online link to details of each course

Duration

A. The Tudors

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/the-tudors

6 weeks

B. Discover
Dentistry

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/discoverdentistry

6 weeks

C. The Living Picture
Craze: An
Introduction to
Victorian Film

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/victorian-film

3 weeks

Each week, you will have the chance to discuss the subject with other members of our
U3A, by email, and in a Zoom meeting guided by one of our virtual course organizers.
At the end of each course, we will welcome your comments.
TIMETABLE
STAGE 1

Send an email to Jean Brushfield at – jean@brushfield.com – headed
FutureLearn, followed by the (short) title of the course that interests you.
Please include your name, U3A number, email address, and telephone number
in the text of the email. The DEADLINE FOR YOUR EMAIL to arrive is
Monday 19 October. If you have any queries, please send an email to Jean.

STAGE 2

We will contact you to introduce you to your virtual course organizer.

STAGE 3

All our members taking that course will join FutureLearn in the same week
and start their course.

STAGE 4

We will invite your comments at the end of the course.

We encourage you to join in this trial. You will find the full list of free FutureLearn
courses in 14 categories on this webpage - https://www.futurelearn.com/subjects -so let us have your suggestions for subjects for the future.
Jean Brushfield
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RE-LAUNCH OF THE TWU3A LOCAL WALKS BOOKLETS
Last year, when life was very different, we announced that we were going to update and
reproduce the local walks booklets that had been produced 12 years ago. The launch was
delayed by the pandemic, but I’m delighted to say that they will be available shortly.
Having a series of short self-guided walks is ideal when it’s hard to meet up with friends.
The profits will go towards the conservation of the Georgian Court Dress, which you will
hear all about at Anna Spender’s free talk on the 3 rd December.

Covers-Mount Sion, the
High Street and Grove
Hill Rd.

Covers-‘Calverley
New Town’, Camden
Rd and the Town
Centre.

Covers-The Boyne Park
Area and London/Inner
London Rd.

We can arrange to have them posted directly to you. They are £4.50 each, but if you order
all 3, we will send them post free.
To order a book, please email me with your name and address and the book(s) that you want.
Ideally, make an online transfer to Tunbridge Wells University of the Third Age, sort code
40-52-40, account number 00024097, with the reference Walks plus your surname,
e.g. mine will be WalksBrimlow, so we can identify who has paid.
We prefer online banking, however, we know not everyone can do this, so alternatively you
can send a cheque. Cheques should be made payable to TWU3A and sent to Sue Brimlow,
1 The Grange, Langton Green TN3 0HR.
1 book costs £5.65 including postage
2 books costs £10.40 including postage
The set of 3 books costs £13.50 including free postage.
Sue Brimlow 01892 863691
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FREE ZOOM TALKS (two every month)
Luckily some of our planned speakers are happy to use Zoom, so part of our programme is unchanged.
This is a summary of the upcoming talks. Details of how to listen are only sent to members of the Talks
Group. If you wish to be included, email Sue Brimlow. All talks start at 2.30 pm on the 1st and 3rd
Thursday each month.
Oct 15th

Nov 5th
Nov 19th
Dec 3rd
Dec 17th

John Griffiths-Colby – Staff Nurse Emily Connell was a remarkable
woman; hailing from Bootle and having enrolled in the Territorial Force
Nursing Service in 1908, she was appointed as Staff Nurse at 3rd Western
General Hospital in Cardiff when war broke out in 1914. As well as serving
there throughout the First World War, she kept an autograph book in which
her patients drew and wrote messages.
Nick Dobson – will give an informative, but good fun “Tour of
Elizabethan London".
Antonia Gallop – will give her postponed talk on ‘Across India on a
motorcycle’.
Anna Spender – Collections and Assets Manager at Tunbridge Wells
Museum will give the fascinating history of the ‘Georgian Court Dress’.
We are raising funds to go towards its conversation.
Pete Allen – ‘Oh No It Isn’t: A History of Pantomime’
What is it about Pantomime that attracts us to this strange concoction of
fairy tales, dance, jokes, songs and cross-dressing? And what is it really
like to play the back end of a Pantomime Cow? All this, and the answer to
whether something really is behind you will be answered in this festive talk
about what has become one of the great British Christmas traditions.

UPCOMING VIRTUAL WALKS WITH CAROLINE PIPER
These are the ‘walks’ that have been organised for the next 2 months. Details and how to book a place
are sent to the Zoom Walks Group. Each ‘walk’ costs £5. Please email Sue Brimlow if you wish to join
the group.
Secret Gardens - October 7th at 11am Hidden amongst the bricks and concrete of the City of
London, the oldest part of London and today the financial district, you can find oases of greenery and
explosions of colour, as long as you know where to look! This virtual tour will explore some of the unique
gardens in the City, including historic graveyards with peaceful lawns, church gardens and beautiful
gardens unintentionally created by the Blitz of World War 2. From the City of London we will travel west
to explore Kensington Gardens and learn how Queen Caroline shaped the landscape of the park we see
today. The highly decorated Albert Memorial is the most dramatic 19th century addition to the park, a
symbol of Queen Victoria’s enduring love for her husband and a memorial to the 1851 Great Exhibition.
Bankside and Shakespeare’s London - October 20th at 3pm Bankside, the neighbourhood south of
the river Thames and running west from London Bridge, is one of the oldest parts of London. Traces of
its Roman, medieval and industrial past survive to be discovered and explored. Today it is a bustling
foodie and entertainment district and has some of London's most stunning riverside views! Bankside's
most famous resident was William Shakespeare, who lived and worked here in the late 16th and early
17th centuries when the area was London's theatre and entertainment district.
NPG Stuarts and Hanoverians - November 10th at 2pm Continuing on from our previous visit to look
at the Tudors and James 1st at the National Portrait Gallery, we will be continuing to look at the next two
royal families.
Cotswolds November 24th at 2pm
As a change from London, we will be exploring some of the
enchanting villages and views in the Cotswold.
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REPORTS
SEPTEMBER’S FREE ZOOM TALKS
Thursday 17th September Fools Gold
It’s Thursday and it’s sunny in Tunbridge Wells. We
know that because we can see the sun streaming
through windows 300 miles away.
The Chair is saying a few words and then hands over
to us and the show begins…
Except of course it really began rather a long time ago.
Carol and I have been performing as Fool’s Gold for a little
while now, and indeed we have always been making music.
We began playing in the Folk Clubs and Open Mic nights in
pubs all over the North East. It was great fun, and we
learned a lot. We learned that audiences seem to enjoy the
songs a little bit more if they have an idea of what they are
actually about. So we started telling them. Our original
songs are all about historical events, or the pits and miners
of the North East. We have songs of Kings, and of beggars,
we have the musical stories of great disasters and
triumphs. And of course of love, and loss.
At the moment we cannot play out in public. So we found zoom, and thankfully, so did you. We
also found that my Mother-in-Law has great internet and a spare room, so we set up our
instruments, PA gear, green screen and lighting on an ever-increasing number of occasions and
have great fun playing our songs for you.
So, the Chair has finished speaking, the zoom show logo appears behind us and Carol takes a
deep breath…
…but it’s too late: I’ve already started talking. I hope you enjoyed the show, we did!
Steve Robson https://www.foolsgoldacoustic.co.uk/u3a

And from the audience point of view…
Fool’s Gold treated us to an eclectic mix of popular songs
and their backgrounds. Here are some that I hope give a
flavour of their performance. They started with a sad little
ballad based on the painting of a shipwreck by Claude
Vernet. The song recalls the cries of the Captain left on
board the “Guiding Star” as the ship went down.
In complete contrast they gave us the history of the Bevin
Boys conscripted to work in terrible conditions in the mines
during the war. Asked how far down they should dig the
song recalls them being told to “dig down until they met the devil digging up.”
We then heard how Scarborough Fair, the iconic song of the 60s, was in fact a Medieval folk
song. The lyrics tell us of the unrequited love of a country girl for a city boy. He tries to get rid
of her by setting impossible tasks for her to perform. She concocts a love potion using “parsley,
sage, rosemary and thyme.”
They finished with a nostalgic medley of the old music hall songs sung around pianos in homes
and pubs throughout the country during the war and to which everyone knew the words.
Sheila Casey
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Thursday 3rd September

John Arkell

Industry and Utilities In Tunbridge Wells

John is one of our own members and is a volunteer at the town local museum as well as being
an accomplished model railway maker.
We learnt that the town relied for 200 years on the local wells, which were first discovered in
1609, for its water supplies, before a Water Works proper was built.
Tunbridge Wells Gas Works – a private company – was originally set up in 1839, and was
located on the site now occupied by The Royal Victoria
Place. The streets of the town could now be illuminated by
gas lights. In 1880 a new works was constructed at High
Brooms to be close to the, then new, railway line. 10,000
tons of coal per year was required to fuel the works.
Some of the early private users of electricity in the area
were Sir William Siemens at Sandown Court and Sir David
Solomon at Broomhill – both of whom had their own
generators. In 1931 Tunbridge Wells was connected to the National Grid.
Coal supplies to the area were bought in by Medway navigation at Rochester, and then on to
Tonbridge and finally to Tunbridge Wells. In 1856 the first arrival of coal from Yorkshire and
Derbyshire coal fields could occur direct by rail to the town as a result of improvements in
railway infrastructure. There were coal yards at High Brooms which were used by a variety of
coal merchants, some of whom, in their turn, went on to become mayors of the town.
Other local industries were the Baltic Saw Mill’s (importers of wood and joinery manufacturers
for local house building) and Gibson and Brown Coachworks (who made motor coaches and
removal trailers).
We heard about the early days of the town Fire Brigade, Police force and Telephone services.
Tunbridge Wells had one of the first municipal telephone services. In 1902 a 5-minute phone
call could be made at a Public Call Office for one penny!
Some of the local commercial companies were
Saltmarsh (established in 1835 and still trading in
Monson Road), the Photochrom Company (a
photographic supplier of 12,000 different scenes,
who dispatched between 10 and 12 tons of photos
daily from the town), Canterbury Meat Company (of
Camden Road) and H. Jones and Son (Poulterers).
John concluded by informing us of the records held
in the town Museum Archives along with other
holdings. Records from Romanys Biscuits (supplied
to royal families throughout Europe), Woodlands Laundry, Auction particulars from 1919,
Photographic collections from various sources, various religious records plus those from King
Charles the Martyr school.
Thank you, John, for such a thoroughly researched and informative talk. I am sure it has
whetted our appetites for the opening of the Amelia Centre when we can explore more of our
local history.
Robert C. Slater
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SEPTEMBER’S WALKS WITH CAROLINE PIPER
Tues 8th Sept London on Film
This talk felt like the car chase across London that it so often depicted. We were raced through
location after location and film after film by Caroline’s enthusiasm and knowledge. We started
at the MI6 building where James Bond blows an escape hole in the wall in The World is Not
Enough, M’s office explodes in Skyfall and the whole building is destroyed in SPECTRE. MI6
asked for the building not to be filmed but was told that as JB had done so much for our country
this was something we could do for him. In fact, so illustrious is the reputation and financial
backing of the JB franchise that Westminster Bridge was closed for 6 nights to film a scene for
SPECTRE. Cillan Murphy was only allowed 30 minutes to film a bus crash and escape across
the bridge from St Thomas’ hospital in 28 Days Later. Buckingham Palace has only once
relented on its ban of filming anywhere but the façade… for the Olympic opening ceremony
where the Queen and Daniel Craig are filmed walking down a corridor inside the Palace to the
helicopter for her skydive into the stadium.
Those films that want to show various people going in and out of 10 Downing St often use a
very similar door in Adam St,, as in The Iron Lady, Dr Who and the series 24. If the door needs
to be used a lot they make their own as in Love Actually and The Crown.
Scotland Place and Scotland Yard have been used
many times. Famously in the Harry Potter films,
where it becomes the Ministry of Magic
(JK Rowling likes
to have authentic
locations). The
tragic farewell
scene in
Atonement was
also filmed here
but they didn’t
have any special
permission and couldn’t close the road.
They temporarily restricted one end of the street and filmed
very quickly before any ‘modern’ items could appear in shot.
Often a different angle or extra props can change a location
into something completely different. Somerset House became
a square in St Petersburg for Goldeneye in the 80s with the
addition of some old Russian cars and a statue of Lenin. The wells that allow light into the lower
levels and have little utility cupboard doors have been used as various Victorian prisons and
scary alleyways.
The church of St Bartholomew-the-Great and its 12th century gateway have been used in just
about any period Elizabethan film you can think of (the Other Boleyn Girl, Robin Hood, Prince
of Thieves and even 4 Weddings and a Funeral and the Avengers of Ultron!
Pictures by kind permission of Caroline

Bridget Sands
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GROUP NEWS
This month the Groups Co-ordinator needs your feedback.
WHICH GROUPS ARE STRUGGLING TO MEET?

Groups face big challenges in getting together. Singing, dance, music, card and board games cannot
meet in their usual format.
Other groups may feel it is just too difficult to organise anything.
HOWEVER
There is a need to keep our groups together and contact going, if not in person then via email,
phone, Zoom, WhatsApp or Facebook.
Should we be more innovative and 'think outside the box’?
We know we can create different groups.
Below are some ideas about groups we planned to set up in 2020,
or which another u3a has successfully started this year.
Please get in touch if you are interested in joining a new group or
being its contact.
*Local walks with clues*: sent out via email

*Science & Technology* 2nd group

*Serendipity*: facts and anecdotes about chosen ‘ambiguous’ words, sent out via email
*Jigsaw merry go round*: A WhatsApp group: pictures and messages to arrange
exchanges
*Film discussion*: watch the same film on your TV and then discuss it on Zoom
or by email
*Geography*

*Portuguese conversation*

*Armchair travellers*

*Astronomy*

Small ad hoc *Coffee Contacts* or *Little Lunches*: join a list of people who want to
meet others on an irregular basis within walking distance of the town centre.

WE NEED FEEDBACK PLEASE FROM RECENT OR LONG-TERM MEMBERS
We really need to know if your group has not met or you have not heard from
anyone recently. Have you tried to join a group and been unable to do so or been
told its full?
WE NEED TO KNOW SO THAT WE CAN HELP!
Please contact Lindsay (Groups Co-ordinator) 01892 673180
Those of you who have joined us since September 2019 will soon be hearing from us!
Please check your emails
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Group Reports
Flocks of Birders Are Now Rare
Birding as a group during the pandemic is such a nightmare that, to be honest, we haven’t done it. The
U3A Four Seasons birding group has seen a score and more members visiting reserves together and
learning from each other in the past. But since we are not a walking group (more a standing about
group), we’re currently restricted to six birders at a time, and even that is fraught. A lot of the hides are
closed (which can make birding surprisingly difficult) and social distancing is hard to pull off in those that
are open; sometimes the toilets are open (as at Dungeness) sometimes they’re not (as at Rye Harbour).
And then lunch is a bit of an issue, with many unwilling to eat inside and difficulties finding pubs with
decent food and gardens near reserves even when the weather is great, which it isn’t always. Throw in
the complexities of transport (no car sharing) risk assessment and insurance and … well, you probably
get the picture.
But that doesn’t mean we’ve been idle. We have set up a U3A Four Seasons Facebook page and it is
slowly being populated by information on birds, reviews of nearby reserves (so that people can go and
try them for themselves) and reports of trips made by the group’s ‘scouts’, Graham Wykes, Phil Sumner
and Erik Brown - who used to road test the group's birding trips in the days when we could still do them.
One of the trio’s latest outings was to the RSPB Dungeness reserve on the sort of blowy day that can
keep birds low and invisible in bushes. In fact, the scouts spotted 51 species including a rare glossy ibis
feeding among the black-tailed and bar-tailed godwits.
Glossy Ibis

Black-tailed Godwit

Erik Brown

Bumblebee Conservation Group
Our second year of contributing to this research project has been impacted by Covid, along
with everything else. We normally meet once a month between March and October and walk
the same route every time, recording the bumblebees that we see. We just managed our
March walk, but weren’t able to restart until late June, and of course we’re adhering to Covid
secure guidelines. We missed all the wildlife during the fine spell of spring and early summer
weather, but we’ve still been able to find some bees.
There aren’t many nectar bearing flowers left but we did
find this Gypsy Cuckoo Bee resting in the large mallow
bush by the junction of Church Rd and London Rd.
Cuckoo bees are named after the bird because, just like
their namesake, cuckoo species will parasite their hosts’
nests. Once they’re established in the nest, the host
workers will raise the cuckoo’s offspring. In one of our
reference books it said that cuckoo bees tend to be slow
moving, which is hardly surprising as they don’t need to
rush from flower to flower collecting pollen for their larvae.
Sue Brimlow
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ART APPRECIATION GROUP
I am hoping to organise a few lectures on Zoom over the winter months. If you were not a
member of the group last year and would like to join, or you were a member and have not
received an email, please contact me.
The first talk which I shall do myself is on the German artist Käthe Kollwitz. She is hardly
known in this country but she is famous in Germany and there are many streets, squares and
schools named after her. She was born in 1867 and lived through the two world wars so her life
reflects German politics and history during a difficult period.
This Zoom session will open at 2 p.m. on Monday, October 12th with the talk beginning at 2.30
p.m. It lasts 50 minutes to an hour.
Please let me know here if you are interested.
Elaine Royal

Do you play Chess?
Do the grandchildren beat you every time? Join the
TWU3A Cheerful Chess group and beat the lockdown
blues by exercising the little grey cells.
Learn and play chess by Email, Zoom, or Online.
Regular news bulletins and problems to solve.
Contact Howard for details:
howardjones.muso@gmail.com
Can you solve this puzzle? White to play and checkmate
in two moves. (White is playing up the board)
The solution is on the last page

Quiz on the Common
On Wednesday 2nd September, eleven members of the Pub Quiz Group enjoyed a cracking
Quiz on the Green (actually the Common), where two teams enjoyed mild, warm and often
sunny weather, whilst doing battle for the title of WINNER! No prizes, just the love of the sport.
Six rounds of ten questions each, with an interval for lunch and a chat, the quiz was hard fought
to the end. BB1 (Baby Boomers) took the title with 39.5, trouncing BB2 on 39, by one half point.
A truly memorable win. Yippee!
Here’s a taster. (Answers are on the last page)
-In which two years were there three different kings on the English throne? Think carefully; the
long march and I’m fed up!
-This place recently warmed up to a record 54.4C? No, not your oven on a slow heat!
-For the foodies, which countries would you associate with these foods; Poutine and
Shakshuka.
-Of which city is Saint Frideswide the Patron Saint? Academics may know this; Whoops! is that
a clue!?
-Now, not many of us are doing this at the moment but, who was the first woman to fly solo
across the Atlantic?
Keep Quizzing

Dick Hoare
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Crochet Group
Although on this occasion only a few of us could make the
meeting we had a lovely afternoon in Dunorlan Park with one
finished lap blanket and more on the way. We are all enjoying
keeping in touch and having a good chat while still crocheting
either by Zoom or when the weather permits the park. We
recently sent two lap blankets and a single size bed blanket to
Knit for Peace so keeping the fingers busy in this awful time.
Sue Bareham (Group Co-ordinator)

And more U3A members in the Gardens
at Trinity for the Jazz Brunch.

Here are some of the Out
and About Weekenders
enjoying the sculptures at
Pashley Manor.

Colin’s Quick Quiz
A Halloween and all things scary and creepy Quiz
1. Hallowe’en is also known All Hallows’ Eve. What can Hallow also mean?
2. The Legend of Sleepy Hollow is a short story by which author?
3. In Agatha Christie’s book Halloween Party, how did she kill off a young girl?
4. What name is given to an Irish yeast and fruit bread eaten on Halloween?
5. What did the Scottish Witchcraft Act of 1735 forbid eating?
(a) pumpkins (b) sausage rolls (c) treacle toffee (d) haggis
6. Approximately how old in years is the Festival of Halloween?
(a) 1000 (b) 3000 (c) 6000
7. According to an unreliable myth what would see if you wore your clothes inside out and walked
backwards?
8. The word ‘witch’ comes from an old English word meaning?
(a) wise woman (b) hellish demon (c) curious cat
9. 31st October 1795 was the birthday of which romantic poet who wrote Ode on a Grecian Urn?
10. Which supposed 16th Century witch was born in a cave in Knaresborough, Yorkshire?
Answers at the end of the Newsletter
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The Tea Team Keep On Walking
The Tea Ladies enjoyed another walk and chat on Monday
7th September, this time at The Hilbert and Grosvenor Park.
The weather was just right as we made our way round
Tunbridge Wells' first public park, designed by the Victorian
landscape gardener, Robert Marnock. It opened in 1889 on
the site of the Calverley Water
Works engineered by William
Hilbert.
The Heritage Lottery Fund has renewed and restored the park in
keeping with the original design and features. The Marnock Lake
and Dipping Wells are very much the same as when they were first
opened. There is ancient woodland, a wetland area with a
boardwalk and dipping platforms and a community orchard.
Chalybeate (iron-rich) streams run through the park which is the
same water that rises in The Pantiles. Flood barriers have been
constructed in the way that beavers would have done.
Everything is all very environmentally friendly and the park is
managed by Kent High Weald Partnership.
We ended up at the Bowling Green Cafe for a cuppa and further
chat all agreeing that it had been a most enjoyable couple of
hours.
And then…
On a glorious late summer's afternoon, seven of the U3A tea ladies met in Birchwood Avenue,
Southborough and enjoyed another walk, albeit a different route, around the delightful Common.
We dutifully kept to the rules in two groups of three and
four for a socially-distanced chat. There were beautiful
views over Brookhurst Field and woods and we found
some very
interesting fungi,
the perfect time of
year for them. The
ancient trees were
just starting to
change to their
autumnal colours
and leaves were falling and crunching beneath our feet.
We all thought it would be our last walk due to the rule
of six but as long as we follow the Rambler’s guidance,
and weather permitting, we shall meet in Dunorlan
Park.
Stella Westrup

USEFUL INFORMATION
Forthcoming Events For Your

Diary Please Note - Owing to the pandemic, all events
have been cancelled for the time being. They will resume as soon they can be arranged safely
within government guidelines.
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USEFUL INFORMATION CONTINUED
Your Committee
Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Group Coordinator
Membership Secretary
Outings Coordinator
Seminars/Study Days
Newsletter
Short Breaks & Holidays

Eryll Fabian
Adrian Twiner
Fiona Findlay
David Brimlow
Lindsay Hasell
Ruth Johnson
Joan Young
Jean Brushfield
Bridget Sands
Sandra McDonald

01892 513805
01892 459352
07872 169146
01892 860598
01892 673180
01892 523097
01892 546687

01892 520630
01892 546161
01892 752196

New Members
We are very happy to welcome Philippa Bernstein to TW U3A this month.

A Message from the Editor

Any publication is as good as its contributors and I do hope you will continue to support the
Newsletter as it is such an easy and effective way to communicate with you all. If you have
a great idea for an article or there is anything interesting you would like to see in the
newsletter in the future please let me know.
If anyone objects to their photo being reproduced in this Newsletter, please contact me as
soon as possible.
Contributions to the November Newsletter should be e-mailed to Bridget by 31stOctober
at the latest (earlier submissions are always welcome!) or phone 01892 546161.

National Office
Keep up to date with National Office news on the website:
www.u3a.org.uk or write to: The Third Age Trust, Room 104, Lenta Business Centre,
156 Blackfriars Rd, London SE1 8EN

Answers for Colin’s Quick Quiz
1. Saint or Holy person 2. Washington Irving 3. Drowned whilst apple bobbing
4. Barmbrack
5. Sausage rolls!
6. 6000
7. A witch
8. Wise woman
9. John Keats
10. Old Mother Shipton

Solution to chess puzzle
1.Nc6+
If 1..Ka8 2.Ra7# or if 1..Kc8 2.Rc7#
Quiz on the Common answers
1066 (Edward the Confessor, Harold! and William I)
and 1936 (George V, Edward VIII and George VI)
Death Valley (Furnace Creek).
Canada and Israel
Oxford
Amelia Earhart.
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