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Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas 

And a Happy New Year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                Eryll Fabian (01892 513805)                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM THE                                  

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

FACT:  TWU3A is run by an Executive Committee of between 5 and 10 members, who are 

normally elected for 3 years but may stand for 3 more – maximum 6 years. 

FACT:  Two existing members will have served 6 years at the AGM in June and must stand 

down.  Rearrangement of existing roles may occur. 

FACT:  A new Chair, Vice-Chair or Secretary are required.   

FACT:  Without a Chair, Treasurer and Secretary, TWu3a cannot function. 

A SHOCKING FACT:  There are nearly 1000 members of TWu3a yet hardly anyone 

has responded to our notices about vacancies on the committee.   

THE BOTTOM LINE:  If no one can be found to fill posts of Chair and Secretary, TWU3a 

will cease to exist after the AGM. 

THE GOOD NEWS!  While serving on the committee involves a certain amount of work, 

we have a lot of fun together.  u3a is about giving as well as receiving and being part of  

decision-making and seeing our u3a flourish is tremendously worthwhile.   

WE NEED YOU (YES, YOU)!  Our next committee meeting will be at 9.30 on Wednesday 

25
th
 January at Langton Green Village Hall so why not come along to quiz us about the 

roles available.  Better still, talk to any of the existing committee members now (phone 

numbers on p.8) or phone or email Eryll to discuss this further.   
 

DON’T WAIT – TIME IS RUNNING OUT! 

mailto:twu3achairman@btinternet.com
mailto:twu3achairman@btinternet.com
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u3a CHRISTMAS SOCIAL 

Thursday 15th DECEMBER 2.30pm 

Christian Fellowship Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

PRIZE for most  

festively dressed  

person! 

...and a Quiz. 

COFFEE MORNING ON                              
FRIDAY 30

th  
DECEMBER 
 

 Trinity is unable to host our coffee morning 

on Friday 30
th

 December. 

On that day only we shall meet at 

 

TN1, 33 Monson Road. 

 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 

The Science and Technology Group have kindly invited any member of TWu3a who is interested 
to join them at 2.30 on Friday 27

th
 January when Greg Clark, our MP, will be speaking to them 

about his role as Chair of the Parliamentary Committee on Science and Technology. 

Please note that this will NOT be an opportunity to raise matters of local or political interest as it 
is a science and technology group meeting. 

Please let Sandra Blacker (telephone 01892 459127) know if you would like to attend and she 
will tell you where the meeting will take place nearer the time. 

mailto:sandra.blacker@outlook.com
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                 Hybrid Monthly Meeting              

                 Thursday January 19th 2023  

2.30pm 

 

A Home of Smiles  
Celebrating Tunbridge Wells history of welcoming Basque and Jewish 

child refugees  1937-1950    
By Anne Goldstein 

  
In 1937, sixty Basque children arrived at The Beacon in Happy Valley, 
fleeing the Spanish Civil War. Local historian Anne Goldstein will tell the 
inspiring story of the traumatised children who found happiness in our 
town and the tireless local community who funded the effort.  The ‘niños 
vascos’ were followed by Jewish refugee children escaping Nazi 
oppression in 1938. 

 
 
     Anne is one of our members and has 
researched this little known piece of local 
history. Her talk will resonate with those who 
have recently helped Ukrainian refugees and 
help to remind us all of Holocaust Memorial 
Day on 27

th
 January. 

Do you enjoy the talks at our Monthly Meetings? 
 

Would you like to have a say in who speaks? 

 

We are looking for a Talks Organiser to take over from Bob Slater 
 

This is a fun role as you will enjoy meeting the speakers  

but you need to be well organised! 

 

Please phone Bob on 01892 547520 if you would like more information –  

(he promises a full and comprehensive handover) 

and let Eryll know if you are interested. 
 

NO ORGANISER – NO TALKS! 

mailto:twu3achairman@btinternet.com
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SHORT BREAK  to the  DUCHY OF LUXEMBOURG 

SAVE THE DATE         October 9
th

  -  13
th

 October 2023        

4 nights half board  3* Belle-Vue Hotel, Vianden  

A very exciting first for our u3a.      Travelling by coach across the channel!  

Highlights include: 

 City of Tournai, Belgium  (en  route) 

 Villeroy & Boch porcelain factory  

 City of Luxembourg tour 

 Military History Museum (the Battle of the 

Bulge) 

 Vianden Castle guided tour.  

 Mullerthal (Little Switzerland guided tour by 

coach) 

 Echternach medieval town 

 Trier (Germany’s oldest town) inc 

 the Roemer Express (electric train) 

 Moselle Valley wine tour & tasting 

 Dinant Belgium (return journey) 

 This is being organised through Simply   

Groups. 

Please contact Sandra McDonald  
(01892 752196) 

for more information and to receive the flyer and booking form.  

mailto:sarn.mcd@hotmail.com
https://www.u3a.org.uk/news/summer-school-season-starts
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The Booker Prize book group had its start-up meeting at 

the end of November. They have already chosen the first 

three books they will read in 2023. 

The planned Environmental Issues group has attracted 

interest and it is hoped that a start-up meeting will be 

organised for Wednesday 25
th
 January 2023. More details 

can be found on the TWu3a website. 

Increased interest in the Country Dancing group is 

promising but we still need suggestions for a location to hold the meetings. 

There are 3 groups in need of a group contact:                                                                                           

Posh Nosh Diners 2 (an evening eating group) held an initial start-up meeting in September 

but are still waiting for an offer to co-ordinate the group before it can start meeting and 

eating.                          

A 7
th
 London Explorers group is also on hold until a group contact comes forward. Existing 

LEX group contacts are willing to offer help and advice about the format and possible places 

to visit.                                                     

Out & About group 2 is also likely to stop meeting unless a replacement group contact 

comes forward. 

Are you interested in joining a Beginners Crochet group? We hope to start meeting at the 

Old Auction House in mid-January.  

Breakfast Brunchers (who meet on a Saturday) is full so if you would like to join a second 

group please register your interest.  

The Poetry Group is now full, so please let us know if you would be interested in joining a 

new group. 

The “Groups with Spaces” list is available at the monthly coffee morning, can be emailed 
out to members  upon request and will be on the display boards once TWu3a start holding 
the  monthly meetings at The Camden Centre  again.     Please contact the Groups Co-
ordinator or visit the Groups page of the website for more detailed group information. 

Groups Coordinator Update 

 

London Explorers 4  
went to Drapers Hall in the 
City.  A beautiful building, with a 
very good tour guide. It was the 
home of Thomas Cromwell, and 
then belonged to Henry VIII. 
Twice destroyed by fire and 
rebuilt in 1666 and 1772.  The 
building goes back to the 
13th century but its purpose 

today is firmly planted in 21st century.  The company has evolved over time, which includes 
a directly owned property portfolio and being the corporate trustee of charities with a 
particular focus on education, prisoners rehabilitation and older people's care.  Another 
excellent day.                                                                                                                                             Suzette Elliott-West  

mailto:lhaselltwu3a@gmail.com
mailto:lhaselltwu3a@gmail.com
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Group News 

 

London Explorers Group II boarded HMS Belfast to have 
a fascinating insight into the life of a seaman living in a wartime 

cruiser. The exhibition was very 
well put together, with lots of 
willing and knowledgeable 
volunteers sharing their 
information and stories. Even 
the smells were appropriate! 
The gun turrets smelt of oil, 
and the dentist's surgery and 
surgeon's hospital areas smelt 
of antiseptic!!  

 
One of the excitements of the day was to see Tower Bridge 
open up and allow a French Navy patrol boat to come through 
and tie up alongside us on the Belfast. An added bonus!                                                              

                                                                                  Anne Golds 

The Galleries and Museums Group’s November outing was in 
London. Taking in two points of interest, the first stop was to the 
Cartoon Museum in Fitzrovia. The permanent collection of cartoons, 
caricatures and comic strips encapsulate society from the 18

th
 century 

to the present.  Also on display was a "Work Event' exhibit, reflecting 
on the political career of Boris Johnson. 

 
After lunch we travelled to 
Bermondsey Street and the London 
Glassblowing Gallery. There we 
watched glass artists practice this 
ancient craft in the hotworking 
studio, producing beautiful and 
highly valuable glassware.  We spoke with several members 
of staff,  among them was director Ann Layton, wife of Peter 
Layton, founder of the gallery and a pioneer of studio glass 
art.   

Janet Smith      

I am delighted to report that, after a very slow start following the pandemic, the Chicago Bridge 
Group are up and running again!  Whilst numbers are considerably lower than they were in 
2019, old friends are starting to return and join a wonderfully supportive and loyal group who 
come along month after month. Pleasingly, we are also welcoming new members at most of our 
meetings. 

During the pandemic members got together (having made 
good bridge friends at our meetings) and continued to play 
bridge together online - Whatsapp video calls on phones  
enabling all four of them to chat and make it a social event – 
so good for those of us on our own! 

Since we are fortunate enough to be able to use Tunbridge 
Wells Bridge Club – and, indeed are very grateful for their 
generosity – numbers are absolutely no problem – as long as 
you can play bridge you are most welcome to come along 
and try us out – as one of my members said very recently, we 
always have a happy afternoon!                                Di Brown 
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Last month’s Talk 

The Jewels of the Duchess of Windsor 

Janie Ramsay is one of our members and worked for Sotheby’s 
during the time they sold the possessions of the iconic and 
controversial  Duke and Duchess of Windsor. Her talk attracted a 
lot of attention. 

Wallis Simpson was a widow for 14 years and was bedridden for 
the last 5 years of her life. When she died in 1986 her ‘good’ 
jewellery went on sale and raised $50 million for the Pasteur 
Institute. Most of the rest of the estate was bought by Mohammed 
Al Fayed who auctioned it again ten years later raising more money 
for charity. 

Wallis loved jewellery and especially large colourful precious stones at a time when royalty 
favoured diamonds and pearls. She designed her own pieces and was 
very particular about settings often having a piece that could double up  
for two purposes such as brooch and hairpiece. The meticulous 
drawings she made for Cartier and other skilled craftsmen still exist and 
she is often credited with being a proponent of the Art Deco Movement. 

Janie told many stories of the different jewels including that of a Cartier 
bracelet of 8 stone encrusted crosses, worn at their wedding.  Each one 
was engraved with a ‘memorable event’ including the death of a beloved 
dog and the date of the Duke’s appendectomy. 

Most of the jewellery was sold for 6 times the estimate and many items 
went to more iconic women – Shirley Bassey, Joan Collins, Madonna 
and Elizabeth Taylor. 

Flick Johnston really enjoyed the talk and for those who were likewise enthused, recommended 
a book by Anna Sebba called That Woman: The Life of Wallis Simpson, Duchess of 
Windsor. 

Tea Team carry on walking 

After a very wet spell, we were 
lucky to go on our last walk of 2022 
in Hargate Forest. It wasn't as 
muddy as anticipated and under the 
silver birch and fir trees, we 
discovered several different fungi, 
including the poisonous fly agaric 
with their beautiful red spotted caps. 
Some trees were showing their autumn colours and others 
still holding on to summer green.  

 
We negotiated a narrow path, 
finished at another entrance and 
walked the short distance to St. 
Mark's Church where Jean had 
arranged for us to have a welcome 
drink and piece of delicious 
homemade coffee sponge. 

 

Stella Westrup 

 

WOW (Walk on the 
Wildside) group on a     

rare, bright, sunny morning on 
Southborough Common,      

inspecting the demise of a 
lovely old tree. 
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Forthcoming Events For Your Diary 

15 Dec 2022 Monthly Meeting: Christmas Festive Social 

19 January Monthly Meeting:  Anne Goldstein on refugees in TW 1937-1950 

27 Jan 2023 Science & Technology Group talk – Greg Clark 

New members 

A big welcome to our  12  new members this month. 
 

  Frances Arrowsmith,  Lynne Atkins,  Marilyn Callum,  Sandra Chapman,  John Dag-

punar, Irene Hall,  Elaine Hopkins Smart,  Sara Neill,  Jill Tansley,  Kirk Twiner,  Nicholas 

Vaisey  and Oenone Warr. 

Your Committee 

Chairman Eryll Fabian 01892 513805 

Vice-Chair Sandra McDonald 01892 752196 

Secretary Fiona Findlay 07872 169146 

Treasurer David Brimlow 01892 860598 

Group Coordinator Lindsay Hasell 01892 673180 

Membership Secretary Judy Horwood 01892 537601 

Outings Coordinator Joan Young 01892 546687 

Short Breaks & Holidays Sandra McDonald 01892 752196 

Events Coordinator Philippa Bernstein 01892 523132  

Newsletter Bridget Sands 01892 546161 

A Message from the Editor 

Any publication is only as good as its contributors and I do hope you will continue to support the     

Newsletter as it is such an easy and effective way to communicate with you all. If you have a great idea 

for an article or there is anything interesting you would like to see in the newsletter in the future please 

let me know.  

If anyone objects to their photo being reproduced in this Newsletter, please contact me as soon as    

possible. 

All contributions for the January Newsletter should be e-mailed to Bridget by December 31st at the     
latest (earlier submissions are very welcome!) or phone 01892 546161. 

Important information 

u3a Office 

Keep up to date with u3a Office news on the website: 

www.u3a.org.uk or write to:  

The Third Age Trust, Room 104, Lenta Business Centre,                           

156 Blackfriars Rd, London SE1 8EN 

https://www.u3abeacon.org.uk/member.php?mkey=472603
https://www.u3abeacon.org.uk/member.php?mkey=472606
https://www.u3abeacon.org.uk/member.php?mkey=472600
https://www.u3abeacon.org.uk/member.php?mkey=477437
https://www.u3abeacon.org.uk/member.php?mkey=477439
https://www.u3abeacon.org.uk/member.php?mkey=477439
https://www.u3abeacon.org.uk/member.php?mkey=477436
https://www.u3abeacon.org.uk/member.php?mkey=477438
https://www.u3abeacon.org.uk/member.php?mkey=477905
https://www.u3abeacon.org.uk/member.php?mkey=472607
https://www.u3abeacon.org.uk/member.php?mkey=472590
https://www.u3abeacon.org.uk/member.php?mkey=477906
https://www.u3abeacon.org.uk/member.php?mkey=477906
https://www.u3abeacon.org.uk/member.php?mkey=472596
mailto:editortwu3a@gmail.com
http://www.u3a.org.uk

