March 2022
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
As you will see from the Notice below, we shall be returning to the Camden Centre for our
monthly meeting on Thursday 17th March. Pat Bryer, who entertained us with her Joyce Grenfell
programme in November (the day the roof fell in), is returning with “A Woman of a Certain Age”.
I am sure it will be another amusing afternoon. In addition, we shall be restarting our jigsaw and
book exchanges – bring one and take one away.
By the time you read this, the five saplings, which the Council has given us as part of the
Queens Green Canopy project – Plant a Tree for the Jubilee – will have been planted in the
Southwood Recreation Ground in Rusthall. The Soroptimists have also been given five saplings
which will be planted at the same time, so we shall be creating a small cluster of native trees
which will be good for the environment. Every little helps, as they say.
The recent Covid warning after our coffee morning is a timely reminder that we must continue to
take care despite the lifting of restrictions. Please stay safe and well and remember how quickly
the virus can spread.
Eryll (01892 513805)

Coming up this month
11th March Bingo at the
Hawkenbury Bowls Club
(details in February Newsletter)

17th Mar Monthly meeting
Pat Bryer: A Woman of a
Certain Age

25th Mar Coffee morning
at Trinity
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**Back at the Camden Centre**
Monthly Meeting on Thursday 17th March at 2.30

Pat Bryer presents

A Woman of a Certain Age

This is a light-hearted look at the ups and downs of life as we mature (physically, at least!), told
through comic verses and songs. These include poems and a song by the wonderful Victoria
Wood, as well as humorous verse by Pam Ayres, Roald Dahl, A A Milne and Jenny Joseph.

This will be a hybrid meeting, so if you would prefer to attend on Zoom and are not already
members of the Zoom Talks Group please contact Eryll who will send you a Zoom invitation.

The Book and Jigsaw Puzzle exchange will be
restarting this month.
If you would like to swap a book or puzzle please bring it along to
the monthly meeting and take a different one home!
Please only bring items to swap as we don’t have space for a
secondhand stall

TEA WITH ‘CAFÉ SOCIETY’
An afternoon of Jazz and Swing Classics - from
Miller to Miles - and a delicious tea

Please join us for this very special event

The Date: Saturday 23rd April 2022 at 2.30
The Place: The Masonic Centre
The Cost: £20 per person
Further information and application form at the end of this Newsletter
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NEW MEMBERS’ MEETING ON 12th APRIL
There will be a meeting to welcome new members and introduce
them to TWu3a on Tuesday 12th April from 2.30 to 4.30pm at the
TW Christian Fellowship Hall. Invitations will be sent in mid March
to everyone who has joined since September 2021. If you would
like to come but your invitation does not arrive, or if you joined earlier but have missed the
opportunity to come to a New Members’ Meeting, please contact the Chairman, Eryll Fabian.

Ever wanted to try line dancing but not had the opportunity?

Come to our Line Dancing Evening
in the Church Centre, Rusthall, TN4 8RE
on Saturday May 14th
7.00-9.30
£12 including a jacket potato with tuna or
cheese and salad

Just follow the line dancing teacher. It should be great fun!
More details and application form at the end of the newsletter

SHORT BREAK to THE MIDLANDS including the
BIRMINGHAM MILITARY TATTOO
3 nights / 4 days 9th to 12th September
4* hotel Dudley £479 per person based on 36 people

Last remaining twin/double rooms.
Waiting list for singles.
ITINERARY
As above + Waddestone Manor (NT) + Guided tour Coventry Cathedral + Black Country Living
Museum + Stratford Upon Avon (Shakespeare’s birth place) + Baddesley Clinton (NT)

Please contact
Sandra McDonald
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Outings Coordinator
The first outing in February was to see Chicago at the Congress Theatre Eastbourne, a review
of this is below. In March we are going to Hughenden Manor. At the time of writing our April
visit to Hatchlands Park is almost full, but if you wish to go on this outing please see the
application form in February’s newsletter.
In May we will be going to see two beautiful gardens, starting with a private garden at
Leonardslee Lakes, Lower Beeding famed for their outstanding Rhododendrons, Azaleas, Camellias, Magnolias, Bluebells and beautiful ornamental rock garden. There are numerous
walks to explore through the 240 acres of Grade One listed gardens, parkland, lawns and
forest areas with an abundance of fascinating fauna as well as flora. There is a rare colony of
wallabies introduced in 1889 as well as several species of deer.
There is also a dolls’ house exhibition which depicts the Edwardian estate and surrounding
villages. They have a sculpture park and art gallery which is included in the price of the garden
ticket.
There is also a free buggy service around the lower garden and lake on a first come first
served basis. Refreshments are served at the Clocktower Cafe and Farm shop. Only picnics
bought from the Farm shop can be eaten in the gardens.
In the afternoon we will take the coach to another beautiful
garden at Nymans which is just 3 miles away. Nymans is a
National Trust house with a garden for all seasons, extensive
yet intimate, set around a romantic house and partial ruins. We
should see blossom, bulbs and stunning corners through stone
archways and walk along tree-lined avenues surrounded by the
lush countryside of the Sussex Weald.
The Pavilion cafe serves tempting treats and hot and cold
meals throughout the day.
Unfortunately the house is temporarily closed till the end of July
due to renovations, but this will not spoil the visit because
Nymans is noted for its beautiful garden.
If you would like to visit these stunning gardens, see the
application form at the end of this newsletter. Please note both
of these gardens require a fair amount of walking.
Joan Young

CHICAGO

Our first outing for 2022 took us to Eastbourne to see the
musical Chicago at the Congress Theatre. It was packed, but
lovely to see so many people determined to go out and about
again. As for the show, well, Razzle Dazzle girls and all that
Jazz! The dancing was eye watering...perhaps a bit too eye
watering for some, but Faye Brooks, playing Roxie Hart, was
mesmerising, particularly in the scene where she imitated a
puppet having its strings pulled by Liam Marcelino, playing
Billy Flynn, her crooked defence lawyer. Djalenga Scott was
equally amazing playing Roxie’s rival Velma Kelly. Djalenga
has the longest legs I have ever seen, like Betty Grable’s they
should be insured!
The dancing was raunchy, the girls beautiful, the musicians
not hidden away in the pit but joining in right up there on the
stage.
And at the end of the show, Barry, our coach driver, was parked practically right outside the
theatre to take us home.
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Sheila Casey

Groups Coordinator
In February two new groups held their first meetings. The Posh Nosh Diners are dining out
in a variety of local restaurants ad hoc in the evenings and The Good Vibrations (Spiritual
Matters) group run by Jacky Jones has a few spaces.
On March 22nd we are holding start-up meetings for the Classical Music Appreciation group
and MOTO2. The Classical Music Appreciation group already has a group contact and
meetings will be held in a member’s home whilst MOTO2 will probably be run on the same
lines as Members On Their Own 1 with different members organising visits, days or lunches
out and coffee meet-ups. Start-up meetings help those interested in joining the group to
voice their ideas and agree a day and time to meet. It is essential that someone is the named
group contact, but they do not have always take on a leading role.
London Explorers 4 (meeting on Friday) has a space for a new member to join them, some
of their 2022 programme is listed on our website. The Military History group meets on Thursday and the Cribbage group would love start up again…. previously they met at Trinity.
Matters Arising (discussion group meeting on 4th Monday) would welcome new members as
would French Group 2 (meeting on Thursday) and the Photography (Camera Club) group
is visiting Sissinghurst this month.
At the recent Zoom meeting held for new members the following ideas about groups were
suggested: a Zoom Armchair Travel group and a French Literature study group.
Please contact the Groups Co-ordinator for details about any of the above groups.
Lindsay Hasell
London Explorers 2 did a little local exploring and had a guided tour of the St John’s
area. A rather cold grey day but here they
are outside one of the semi-detached pairs
of ‘Model Cottages’ on Newcomen Rd. They
were designed by the architect and reformer
Henry Roberts (1803-1871) for the Tunbridge Wells Branch of 'The Society for
Improving the Condition of the Labouring
Classes'. Donations for the guide went to the
St John’s church fund.

The
Strollers

walked to St
Mary's church
in Lamberhurst
to see the
snowdrops.

The Pub lunch group ate at the Chafford
Arms in Fordcombe.

London Explorers 4 at Somerset House.
It was a lovely bright day and great to get back
into London.
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Group News

FOCUS ON…..the Theatre group
The TWu3a Theatre group is now jointly co-ordinated by Sue and
Lindsay. (see groups page on TWu3a website).
We receive a variety of theatre notifications and discuss which
ones might appeal to the members of the group. Members usually
make their own way to the theatre.
Already this year we have visited the Opera House to watch The
Mikado and at the end of March some of us are off up to London
to see Ruth Wilson in “Human Voice” whilst others are going to
the Assembly Hall to see a production of Agatha Christie’s
“A Murder Is Announced”.
Sue has recently emailed
members offering discounted tickets to see the musical
Moulin Rouge at the Piccadilly Theatre in London or to go
to Eastbourne to watch Dawn French’s new comedy
show in October.
Would you like to join the Theatre group?
The ceiling in the TW Opera House.
Also known as Wetherspoons.

Please email Sue or Lindsay

TEA TIME ZOOM
QUIZ
Join us every Friday on Zoom for an hour of light hearted fun
with my quirky quizzes
30 questions usually with 3 rounds
Previous categories - Into the Woods
Bill and Ben Alphabet Tricky Dicky
Cryptic Birds Up Hill and Down Dale Strictly Come Dancing
Players individually write answers down. Banter welcome. Clues given!
No pressure to reveal your score.

Fridays 4.30pm
Please contact Sandra McDonald to join this group and for your zoom invitation.
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The Tea Team try out one of the Little Books of Interesting Walks
On a pleasant day in January, ten Tea Ladies and one
Tea gentleman embarked on a gentle stroll in the Camden
Road area, starting at the Precinct end. In Decimus Burton’s time, Camden Road was known as Calverley Quarry
Lane.
We stopped to look at the Victoria Snooker Centre, built
in 1878 with elephants’ heads above the door and previously the Friendly Societies’ Hall. Further down, the entrance to Market Square was once the start of Victoria
Road, re-sited to the Garden Road junction. What was
The Foresters’ Arms on the corner is now a tattoo parlour!
On the other corner is the now closed Crystal Palace.
Further along is the Masjid Al-Noor Mosque once yet another pub, The Roebuck. Next door is
Helios, a homeopathic shop, but once a small cinema! Who can remember that?!
We walked up Stone Street a unique illustration of the class system, where brick artisan
cottages suddenly changed into villa residences with classical features of the time. We stopped
to admire what is a reflection of the fashionable Arts and Crafts movement.
Following a narrow path, we emerged opposite St. James’s Church,
opened in 1862. It was then a walk down Beulah Road to Camden
Road where there is the Gower Fountain at the junction with Albion
Road. We saw the area once occupied by a power station, a coal
wharf, water works, Baltic Sawmills and High Brooms Brickworks.
Turning into Stanley Road, we stopped to admire the dominating and
vast St. Barnabas’ Church, all light, colour and drama. In Commercial
Road, there is a simple chapel with a total immersion baptism pool
under the floor.
Walking back towards the town centre, we stopped again to look at
the charming Hill Street cottages facing the former Mission Hall with
1873 above the archway.
We ended our interesting and informative walk in Fenwicks for a
welcome cuppa.
Details and how to buy the Little Books of Interesting Walks can be found on our website.
Stella Westrup

??????????????? JENNY’S TEST OF TEN ???????????????
Spring is on the way….
1. What name is given to the first day of spring when night and day are the same length?
2. The song Younger than Springtime features in which Rodgers and Hammerstein musical?
3. Who was the Roman goddess of spring?
4. Primavera or Spring is a famous painting by which artist?
5. What is the French word for spring?
6. Which song contains the following line
Let me see what spring is like on Jupiter and Mars?
7. What type of animal is the Spring Peeper?
8. In which year did the so called Arab Spring begin?
9. In British horse racing which two races make up the Spring Double?
10. From which poem are the following lines taken?
Ten thousand saw I at a glance
Tossing their heads in sprightly dance
Answers on page 9
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AROUND THE HOME CROSSWORD - answers to BOTH sets of clues are identical.
1
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By kind permission of
Eastbourne Meads u3a
Cryptic Crossword Group
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Answers on the next page
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QUICK CLUES ACROSS

CRYPTIC CLUES ACROSS

1 King or queen maybe retiring aspiring socialite (3)
3 Fury must be curtailed when this gets lost? (3)
5 Sprinkles ground up studs (5)
8 Friend covered with very large gems (5)
9 According to reports, scam could be taken to court (7)
10 Backsliding politicians out of favour with Thatcher getting goulash
(4)
11 Starter of tomatoes, edible, arrives at setting for cups and saucers
(3, 5)
13 Female melted syrup for greasy meals (3, 3)
14 Snoops around in cutlery drawer (6)
17 Excited at such an imposing decorative plant (8)
19 Drop of moisture may produce small, showy decoration (4)
22 Rubbish can upset beat used to get you out of a bunker (7)
23 Heather from the US losing half a day (5)
24 Left folded map by start of street lights (5)
25 Lubricant found in garage is Texaco, I’ll bet (3)
26 Soldier gains new spirit (3)

CRYPTIC CLUES DOWN
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
12
13
15
16
18
20
21

Reserves kings and judges for instance (5)
Curtains when dean started bespoke prayer (7)
English flower sprayer (4)
Place where danger runs wild? (6)
Heard escaped gorilla could be used for repair (4, 4)
Cushion for little pigeon (5)
Comfortable seats placed in front of flower (7)
Where divans are often found on kinky USA trips! (8)
Out of sorts, Nan fell for sweet talk (7)
Entrance writer after love with unbounded rings (7)
Ducks follow noise from chicken left out for timekeeper’s bird (6)
Record characters now and then in memorable blue movies (5)
Sewer comes from row outside Royal Acadamy (5)
Gong at start of breakfast exudes luxury living (4)
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1
3
5
8
9
10
11
13
14
17
(8)
19
22
23
24
25
26

Place to grow flowers (3)
Cloth (3)
Cleans (5)
Gemstones (5)
Sports equipment (7)
Casserole (4)
Place for a meal (3, 5)
Greasy meals (3, 3)
Ladles (6)
Plant with decorative leaves
Small decorative item (4)
Golf club (7)
Heather (5)
Lights (5)
Fuel (3)
Spirit (3)

QUICK CLUES DOWN
1
2
3
4
(6)
5
6
7
12
13
15
16
18
20
21

Tomes (5)
Soft fabric in furnishing (7)
Stood up (4)
Land surrounding a house
Gaffer binding (4, 4)
Baby pigeon (5)
Sofas (7)
Higher storey (8)
Face cloth (7)
E.g. doorway (7)
Type of clock (6)
LP (5)
Empty (5)
Ring (4)

Last Month’s Talk
David Tadd

The Forensic Response to the South East Asian Tsunami

Mass Disaster is officially defined by the presence of more than two bodies but is usually
significantly more. It can be ‘open’ where you don’t know who the people could be, as in a train
crash, or ‘closed’ where you have a list of names, as in a plane crash. The causes can be
criminality, terrorism or natural.
The 2004 Tsunami on Boxing Day was an open, natural, mass disaster.
This was an unillustrated talk for obvious reasons. However David kept us rivetted during what
was a gruelling and often gruesome talk. It was incredibly interesting to follow the process for
sending a support team to Thailand and how they worked once there.
The Foreign Office
decided to provide a small team to help assess the situation and deal with survivors. They had
very little time to prepare and flew out to Phuket on New Year’s Day.
There were teams from around the world helping and it was very chaotic. Bodies were still being
collected 8 days after the tsunami and were piled high in a temple. The priority was to bag up
the bodies and put them in cold storage containers. There were 5,600 bodies to process and so
the post-mortem teams started. They described each body and gave them reference numbers,
jewellery was removed and bagged up, fingerprints, dental records, and DNA bone samples
were taken.
Back in the UK a Casualty Bureau was set up to identify missing persons who could have been
caught up in the Thai disaster. In the first 48 hours they received 180,000 calls. After a lot of
work they identified 183 people who were there at the time but unaccounted for. The next task
was to collect samples of fingerprints, DNA and dental records from the families, houses,
workplaces etc. of those victims to cross reference with the evidence collected in Phuket. This
was 10 month’s work.
The teams working in Thailand were rotated
every three weeks as the work was physically
and mentally, tiring and gruelling. Over 2,000
officers from all over the UK helped to identify the
bodies. Repatriation of the dead is a process rife
with red tape and with so many it was imperative
that each person was reunited with the correct
family. This took another 14 months to complete.
Out of the 183 UK citizens named on that initial
list only 6 could not be identified. All the victims
were given the same cause of death – drowning.
MUSIC THEME - Meads Cryptic Crossword - Solutions
ACROSS: 1 Bed 3 Rag 5 Dusts 8 Opals 9 Racquet 10 Stew 11 Tea table 13 Fry ups 14
Spoons 17 Acanthus 19 Bead 22 Niblick 23 Erica 24 Lamps 25 Oil 26 Gin
DOWN: 1 Books 2 Drapery 3 Rose 4 Garden 5 Duct tape 6 Squab 7 Settees 12 Upstairs
13 Flannel 15 Opening 16 Cuckoo 18 Album 20 Drain 21 Bell
Jenny’s Test of Ten ...Answers
1. Vernal (or Spring) Equinox 2. South Pacific 3. Flora 4. Botticelli
5. Printemps
6. Fly me to the Moon 7.Frog
8. 2010
9. Lincoln Handicap and Grand National
10. I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud (or Daffodils)
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Important information
Forthcoming Events For Your Diary
17 Mar 2022

Monthly meeting: Pat Bryer “A Woman of a Certain Age”

23 April 2022

Afternoon tea at the Masonic Hall—entertainment from Café Society

14 May 2022

Line Dancing at Rusthall

24 Sept 2022

Barn Dance (details later)

New members
A big welcome to our 3 new members this month.
Sally Dennant Lesley Milner

Jean Shaw

Your Committee
Chairman
Vice-Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Group Coordinator
Membership Secretary
Outings Coordinator
Short Breaks & Holidays
Events Coordinator
Newsletter

Eryll Fabian
Sandra McDonald
Fiona Findlay
David Brimlow
Lindsay Hasell
Judy Horwood
Joan Young
Sandra McDonald
Philippa Bernstein
Bridget Sands

01892 513805
01892 752196
07872 169146
01892 860598
01892 673180
01892 537601
01892 546687
01892 752196
01892 523132
01892 546161

A Message from the Editor
Any publication is only as good as its contributors and I do hope you will continue to support the
Newsletter as it is such an easy and effective way to communicate with you all. If you have a great idea
for an article or there is anything interesting you would like to see in the newsletter in the future please
let me know.
If anyone objects to their photo being reproduced in this Newsletter, please contact me as soon as
possible.
All contributions to the April Newsletter should be e-mailed to Bridget by March 30th at the latest (earlier
submissions are always welcome!) or phone 01892 546161.

National Office
Keep up to date with National Office news on the website:
www.u3a.org.uk or write to:
The Third Age Trust, Room 104, Lenta Business Centre,
156 Blackfriars Rd, London SE1 8EN
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For u3a members only

Application for Leonardslee & Nymans on
Wednesday 18th May 2022

Tunbridge Wells u3a Outing Application Form for Leonardslee lakes and gardens, and
Nymans National Trust garden on Wednesday 18th May 2022. The cost of this outing is
£25 which includes entrance to Leonardslee, coach and driver’s gratuity. If you are not a
National Trust member you will have to pay £15 at the entrance to the gardens at Nymans.
Please remember to bring your National Trust cards on the day of the visit.

OUTING CODE: F8 ORGANISER: Joan Young. jyoutings@gmail.com
To pay by BACS firstly please email: jyoutings@gmail.com and include your name, mobile/home
phone number, date of payment for Leonardslee & Nymans Outing and Code F8 For £25.00
Then to pay: Make an online transfer to: Tunbridge Wells u3a
Sort code: 40-52-40
Account No: 00024097
[Your bank may not recognise our CAF account, but as long as you’ve entered the details correctly, you can go ahead with the transaction].
Reference:OUTING CODE Surname e.g. F8 Your Surname
To pay by cheque: please post the application below to: Joan Young 21, Coniston Avenue Tunbridge Wells TN4 9SP . Add your email or telephone number for confirmation of receipt.

APPLICATION FORM
Outing name and Code: Leonardslee & NymansF8
I enclose a cheque for £……………...……. made payable to Tunbridge Wells u3a
Name and home plus mobile phone number
……………………………………………………………...……………………………………………...
If you are paying for your partner or a u3a friend, please include their details below
Name and home plus mobile phone number
……………………………...……………………………………………………………………………..
Please tick where you want to board the coach
Crescent Road ……………
St Johns Sainsburys local …………….
Southborough Fountain……………
Pick up times for the coach
From the Crescent Road ( opposite the Assembly Halls) 9.00am then at the bus stop on the A26
opposite Sainsburys local and finally Southborough Fountain 5/10 minutes later.
We will arrive at Leonardslee Lakes and gardens at 10.00 am approximately.transferring to
Nymans at 13.00pm Leaving Nymans at 4.00pm , arriving back at Southborough Fountain at
5.00pm and 5/10 minutes later at St Johns Church then Crescent Road.

Please note once monies has been paid out in advance full refunds will only be given if your place
can be filled by another u3a member.
Members are advised that neither theTWU3A nor the outings organiser will accept responsibility
for any mishap of whatever nature during this outing. Members are advised to consider personal
insurance cover.
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS U3A
AFTERNOON TEA with CAFÉ SOCIETY
SATURDAY 23 APRIL 2022 AT 2.30PM
£20 PER PERSON

Join us for a delicious Afternoon Tea at The Masonic Centre, St John’s Road, Tunbridge
Wells, TN4 9UJ and enjoy a Journey through Jazz with the brilliant Café Society
(you may have seen them perform at Trinity)
The Band will take us on a magical tour of Jazz and Swing classics from Miller to Miles
and bring us right up to date with hits from Caro Emerald and Adele.
Fabulous singer Lelia di Domenico will guide us on our tour and steer us
through a delicious cocktail of sounds in what promises to be
one glorious cabaret-style show.
Event Code: CST

Organiser: Isobel Martin isobelm3@gmail.com

Afternoon Tea with Café Society
To pay by BACS: please email isobelm3@gmail.com and include your name, mobile/home
phone number, date of payment and name of event together with the event code (see above)
To pay: Make an online transfer to:
Tunbridge Wells u3a
Sort Code: 40-52-40
Account No 00024097 [Your bank may not recognise our CAF account, but as long as you’ve
entered the details correctly, you can go ahead with the transaction].
Reference: Event Code and Surname, e.g: CST Your Surname

To pay by cheque: Please post the application below to Isobel Martin, 27 George Smart Close, Tunbridg
Wells, TN2 5FN. Add your email or telephone number for confirmation of receipt.

APPLICATION FORM
Afternoon Tea with Café Society/Event Code CST
I enclose a cheque for £…………… made payable to Tunbridge Wells u3a
Name plus home and mobile phone numbers

……………………………………………………………..……………………………………………..….
If paying for your partner or a u3a friend, please include their details below:
Name plus home and mobile phone numbers
……………………………………………………………………….……………………………………….
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Tunbridge Wells u3a Event Application Form

LINE DANCING
ORGANISER: Miranda Baston

email: randabb@hotmail.co.uk

Location: Church Centre, Rusthall, TN4 8RE
Date: Saturday May 14th
Time : 7-9.30pm
Cost: £12 including a jacket potato with tuna or cheese and salad
*Please bring your own plate, glass, cutlery and drink. We also suggest you wear
smooth-soled shoes or boots for easier dancing and turning *
To pay by BACS please email: randabb@hotmail.co.uk and include your name, mobile/home
phone number, date of payment and Name of Event/Outing and Code (as above).
And: Make an online transfer to: Tunbridge Wells u3a
Sort code: 40-52-40
Account No: 00024097 [Your bank may not recognise our CAF account, but as long as
you’ve entered the details correctly, you can go ahead with the transaction].

Reference: LINE DANCING Your Surname
To pay by cheque: please post the application below to Miranda Baston, 4 Palesgate Lane,
Crowborough, TN63HF. Add your email or telephone number for confirmation of receipt.
APPLICATION FORM
Event name and Code:

LINE DANCING

I enclose a cheque for £……………...……. made payable to Tunbridge Wells u3a

Name and mobile/home phone number
……………………………………………………………...……………..
If you are paying for your partner or a u3a friend, please include their details below
Name and mobile/home phone number
……………………………...…………...……………………………….
There is parking close to the Church Centre.
The 281 Arriva bus leaves the war memorial or Metro bank at 6.10 or 6.40, taking about
13 minutes, and a return bus leaves from very near the centre at 21.37 and 22.07
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