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TUNBRIDGE WELLS U3A NEWS  
June 2017 

 
www.tunbridgewellsu3a.org 

 

THE UNIVERSITY OF 

THE THIRD AGE 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
at 2.30pm at the Camden Centre  

 

15th June 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

followed by   
“Looking Sideways at Life” 

a talk by Michael Polkinghorne 
 

20th July 
“Put that Light Out” 

a talk about the 93rd (Seachlight) 
Regiment by Imogen Corrigan 

 

MONTHLY COFFEE 
MORNINGS 

at Trinity from 10.30 – 12.00 

Friday 30th June 
Friday 28th July 

 

MIDSUMMER BARN DANCE 
on Saturday 24th June 

 

 

 

SEMINAR 
on Tuesday 27th June 

“The role of royal propaganda in 
the making of Tudor England” 

 

OUR  
on 12th July 

there will be an outing to the 

Weald & Downland  

Living Museum 
spaces may still be available 

 

On 15th August 
there will be an outing to  

Quex Park 
see application form on page 10 

 

 

CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE 
You will be receiving this email shortly before our AGM on 
June 15th, together with either the relevant papers or a link 
to them on our website.  Please try and make it to the AGM 
to vote. We need a minimum of 10% of our members to 
pass resolutions, which currently means we need 111 
members to be present.  We normally get between 80 and 
100 members to our monthly meeting, so we do need more 
members to come.  It’s a good opportunity to meet your 
committee and sign up for the next outing too. 
 
Thank you to those of you who have already applied for the 
Barn Dance.  This is a new venture for us and we hope that 
it will be well supported, which will encourage us to hold 
further such social events in the future.  The callers have 
promised that they will tailor their programme to suit our 
skills and energy levels and will allow us plenty of time to 
get our breath back between dances.  Even if it’s been 
years since you last went to a Barn Dance, do come 
anyway as it will be a fun evening and there’s no need to 
bring a partner as we’ll all be dancing with each other. 
 
Sam Mauger, CEO of U3A, gave an address to the South 
East Region Conference last month.  They are introducing 
several new initiatives, including improvements to their 
communications and a new website.  They are looking at 
setting up U3A+ for members who cannot attend meetings.  
They also want to raise the profile of U3A.  We have 
considerably more members than the WI, but are not as 
well known.  Watch this space.     Sue Brimlow, Chairman     
                              01892 863691   
        suebrimlow@btinternet.com 
  

16
th
 March 

“The Tale of the Tulip” 
A talk by Russell 20th J 

http://www.tunbridgewellsu3a.org/
mailto:suebrimlow@btinternet.com
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Tudor Rose from  
Wikimedia Commons.   

Original by Ipankonin 

HELP!! YOUR U3A NEEDS YOU TO MAKE A QUORUM*! 

*10% of our members 
 

 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
REMINDER 

 

The AGM will be held at the Camden Centre 
on Thursday 15 June 2017 at 2.30pm 

 

Nominations have been proposed and seconded for the positions of 
Hon. Secretary, Business Secretary, Groups’ Co-ordinator, Outings Co-ordinator  

and Editor of Newsletter 
 

Proposal for subscription changes will be announced at the meeting 
 

We hope as many people as possible can attend. 
IMPORTANT:  Please send apologies for absence to the Hon. Secretary  

 
Copies of all documents including the minutes of last AGM,  

are available on the website.  Papers will also be available at the meeting. 
 

Copies of all documents can also be obtained by contacting 
Hon. Secretary, Wendy Maher by email or 

by phone on 01892325272 or 07860462576 
or from 22 Chancellor house, Mt. Ephraim, Tunbridge Wells TN4 8BT  

 
The AGM will be followed by a talk by Michael Polkinghorne: 

“Looking Sideways at Life” – some thoughts about his particular perspective 
that led to the collection of his recently published short pieces 

 

 
 

Seminar Reminder 

             The Role of Royal Propaganda in the Making of Tudor England           
                              Date:            Tuesday, 27th June 2017 
                              Venue:         The Main Hall, The Camden Centre, Tunbridge Wells 
                              Cost:            £6 per person 
                              Organiser:   Adrian Twiner 01892 459352 or email 
 

                              Full details of the seminar were in the May issue of the Newsletter. 
                              At the time of going to press tickets were still available, so contact                     
                              Adrian if you would like to attend.  

 

 
 

A Note About Monthly Meetings 
 

 Our monthly meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month in the Camden Centre, 

starting at 2.30 p.m. and are sometimes advertised in the local press.  With the exception 

of the AGM, the meetings are open to non-members, so bring a friend if you wish. 

mailto:Wendy.maher@btinternet.com
mailto:adriantwiner@gmail.com
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Outing News 
 

 
 

The Hindu Temple, Neasden                                                         Photo by Stella Westrup 

 

So here we are in June and organisers are still busy planning future outings for you. 

The trip to The Neasden Temple was much enjoyed.  (Pat has written about it in 

more detail below). So thank you to the organisers Stella & Anne. 

 

Our July outing to The Weald and Downland museum on Wednesday 12th July still 

has a few places left. Please phone Sandra on 01892 752196 if you are interested. 
There is so much to see and can be enjoyed at your own pace. 

 

Below you will find the application form with detailed information for our August 

outing on Tuesday 15th August. This is to the 250 acre Quex Park near Margate. 

 

Then on Thursday 14th September we have our outing to Hampton Court, followed 

by Brooklands Motor and Aviation museum in October. 

 

                   Sandra McDonald      

             Outings Coordinator 

 

 



4 
 

                                         
 
 
 
 
    

                                                
 
 
 
 
             Outing to the Hindu Temple at Neasden on 2

nd
 May 

                                               The  Outing  to  the  Hindu  Temple  at  Neasden  on  Tuesday  May  2nd 
 proved                  very popular and did not disappoint, despite the fact that scaffolding round the 
        main entrance prevented us from going  
        in the gardens.   After security checks  
        and removing our shoes we learnt  
                                        something of the Hindu religion and  
beliefs and the history of the temple from a film and from an 
introductory talk by the Manager. 
     We then went to the areas of worship to take part in the 
Ceremony of Light with music, chanting, incense and the passing  
around of blessed water and candles. We learnt that in Hindu  
belief their one god can be worshipped through many incarnations,  
represented in the temple by beautiful carvings and statues. We  
were required to sit on the floor for the ceremony, which for a few of us meant a struggle getting up and 
     down. Also, the men were seated in the front and the women  
                                                towards the back. We had time to wander and take in the beauty of this 
                                                extraordinary building, recognised as the largest temple outside of the 
                                                Indian subcontinent.  Almost 5,000 tons of Bulgarian limestone and Italian 
     marble were shipped to India, hand carved and then shipped to London.  
     In all, more than 26,300 carved pieces were meticulously assembled like a 
     giant jigsaw within three years. It is a tribute to the community that vast  
     numbers of volunteers helped with the construction and with raising  
     finance. One source of revenue was from the gathering of discarded 
drinks      cans, after football matches in the London area!  
         After visiting the exhibition room and a question and answer session, 
we      all enjoyed an Indian buffet meal. The Shayona restaurant was actually  
     closed for refurbishment, but our organisers Stella Westrup supported by 
     Ann Wakeford, had nevertheless persuaded the restaurant to provide a  
     meal for us on the day. Many thanks. 
                           Pat Micklewright 
              Photographs by Stella Westrup 
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Monthly Meeting 

 

    Charles Dickens - The Man, His Life, and His Characters 
                    Having been highly recommended by Nadfas (now known as the Arts Society) 
                   members, it was a pleasure to welcome Bertie Pearce at May’s Monthly Meeting. 
         We were treated to a hugely entertaining insight into the life of Charles Dickens 
         and the characters (some 2000) that he so vividly described in his novels.  We were  
                   shown numerous poignant portraits and heard descriptions of the significant events 
         and places in Dickens’ life.  These were interspersed with readings from his novels, 
                   which amusingly reminded us of some of the great characters of fiction. 
                       Dickens’ life closely matched that of David Copperfield  
         and we learnt that he came from a humble background, 
         was largely self-educated and began his working life in a 
  Bertie Pearce  blacking factory.  He briefly considered acting as a career 
but eventually, via a spell as a clerk, became the greatest 
writer of his age.   We were encouraged to consider A Christmas  
Carol and Great Expectations as classics and to persuade the young 
to explore and delve into the characters and adventures portrayed in 
Dickens’ writing. 
     Bertie Pearce’s talk was enthusiastically appreciated by his  
audience and we are hopeful that he will agree to entertain us  
on another occasion.              Charles Dickens by William Powell Frith 
                                                                            Adrian Twiner       [Public Domain], via Wikimedia Commons 

 

   

Group Reports 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P                      
        

                                                                                                Photo by James Earle 

  Avid readers of the Newsletter will recall Tom Guy’s description of Digital Imaging Intermediate II’s  
  visit to Teapot Island in the 2016 October issue.  The Amblers have also discovered this unusual  
  café where, with a little care and calculation, we manage to arrive at coffee time!  Here we are, on  
  a damp day in mid May, suitably fed and watered and ready to face the footpath again! 
                          Eryll Fabian, Group Organiser 
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HELP!!     A MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR ABOUT  
GROUP REPORTS! 

 

You may have noticed that the Amblers have been creeping into the Newsletter rather 
frequently recently. Here’s another photo of us enjoying a more typical coffee break on 

a lovely day near Chiddingstone Causeway. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
                                                                                                                                                                                       
 
 
 
 
 
                    Photo by Peter Costello 

 
 

It would be so nice to vary our pages with reports and photos from other groups, but only a few 
of you send copy to me (many thanks to those who do!).  Qu'est-ce qui se passe in the French 
groups? Why is a Spanish group having its Christmas Lunch in the summer?  Are there “always 
tears at croquet”?  Who’s reading what in the book clubs?  These are but a few of the 
interesting or amusing tales which might be shared with other members of TW U3A – please 
keep them coming.  The deadline for submissions is the last day of every month, but send your 
contributions in at any time and I’ll fit them in if space allows.      
                                                                                                       
             Eryll Fabian, Editor by email 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
                                                                                                                              Photo by Peter Costello 

 

 
 

 

Your group news could be 

here! 

mailto:fabiantwells.t21@btinternet.com
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Update on Groups 
 
London Explorers 5 is now able to take a few new members.  This is a great opportunity 

to join one of our most popular groups. They meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month. 

Please contact Renee and Philip Dewhurst by email 
 

Jon Diamond’s Croquet Group will meet every 1st and 3rd Tuesday afternoon until 

September. There is a charge of £5.00 per session which includes tea and cake! Jon  

can be contacted by email  

 

Peter Batts is again arranging visits for the Local Village Churches Group and if you 

would like to be added to his mailing list for information on the different visits, please email 
him. 

 

The Scrabble Group has two vacancies.  They meet in member's houses on the 2nd and 

4th Thursday of the month starting at 2 p.m. For further information contact Jean Bicknell 

by email  

 
New Groups 

 

The Cribbage Group has now been launched with meetings taking place on the 2nd and 4th 

Monday of the month starting at 2.00pm.  Please contact Jeff Perry if you would like further 

details or to join the group by email.  

 
Beginners Spanish Group. 

A meeting will be held shortly to set up this new group.  

 

Gilbert and Sullivan Appreciation  

A group which would meet on four afternoons throughout the year to read and enjoy  

an operetta, reading the words aloud and listening to the music. 

 
Jamming for Fun 

A group proposed by a new member of our U3A who enjoys playing the guitar and singing 

and would like to get together with others to share an interest in old standards, pop 

ballads, Latin etc. 

 

Out and About Explorers - New 
A car share group which will meet monthly, sometimes at the weekend, to visit places of 

interest in the area – historic villages, vineyards, gardens, festivals, castles and so much 

more. 

 

New for the Autumn 

Pat Wright, ex NADFAS lecturer, has offered to lead a series of discussions on Medieval 
Europe: Art, Achievements and Everyday Life. These would take place between 

October and March.  Pat sums it up in the following paragraph: 

The middle Ages are usually considered brutish and crude.  Of course life was tough but 

this was also a time when great cathedrals were built, splendid art created, vital inventions 

made and when Europe took on a recognisable shape, politically, culturally and in economic 

growth.  Even much of the landscape we value today was hacked from forest then.  Those 

distant ancestors of ours laughed, loved, cherished dreams as we do, leaving along the way 
a treasure house of inheritance for us to explore. 
 

For information on these groups or to come along to an initial meeting please contact Jan Sumner, 

Groups Coordinator by email or tel: 07900 974684 

mailto:rendewhurst@gmail.com
mailto:jon@diamondconsulting.co.uk
mailto:peterbatts@btinternet.com
mailto:george.bicknell@googlemail.com
mailto:triciaandjeff@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:twu3agroupcoordinator@gmail.com


8 
 

A message from the Editor: 
Members’ photos and articles about group activities, places visited and anything relating to  

U3A events are always welcome.  We can’t guarantee to print them  
but shall do our best if space allows. 

All contributions to the next newsletter should be  
emailed to Eryll Fabian by 30th June at the latest. 

click here 
        

Events In June and July 
 

                               We have the following events arranged for June and July: 
 

15th June ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
followed by a talk by Michael Polkinghorne on “Looking Sideways at Life” 

24th June Midsummer Barn Dance at Langton Village Hall (see application form below) 

27th June Seminar on “The role of royal propaganda in the making of Tudor England”  
A few tickets were still available at the time of going to press (see page 2) 

30th June Coffee Morning at Trinity 

20th July “Put that Light Out”, a talk about the 93rd (Searchlight) Regiment by Imogen Corrigan 

28th July Coffee Morning at Trinity 
 

Some Forthcoming Events For Your Diary 

 

13th Sept New Members Meeting 

8th Dec Christmas Lunch at the Masonic Hall 

20th Dec Christmas Meeting 
 

New Members 
We are pleased to welcome the following new members who joined in May: 

 

Peter Blackwell Sandra Green Corinne Ryan 

Deb Cambridge Helen Horseman Mary Southby 

Carolyn Clutterbuck Lesley Hudson Shirley Sutcliffe 

Laura Englefield John Reading Susanna Way 
 

Useful Information 
 
 

 

 
 

  
                                 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NATIONAL EVENTS 
Details of interesting national events appear on the website. 

They can be found on www.u3a.org.uk or by writing to: 
The Third Age Trust 

19 East Street, Bromley, BR1 1QE 

Your Committee 

Chairman Sue Brimlow 01892 863691 

Vice-Chairman Alison Grace 07900 974684 

Secretary Wendy Maher 01892 325272 

Treasurer David Scott 01892 701950 

Group Coordinator Jan Sumner 07900974684 

Membership Secretary Ruth Johnson 01892 523097 

Outings Coordinator Sandra McDonald 01892 752196 

Business Secretary Adrian Twiner 01892 459352 

Newsletter Eryll Fabian 01892 513805 

mailto:fabiantwells.t21@btinternet.com
http://www.u3a.org.uk/


9 
 

 Come on your own, or bring a partner! 
 

Do join us at our first Barn Dance.  Abbey Capers will be providing the music and 
have promised that they’ll gear the evening to our capabilities and will alternate 
between dance and music to listen to, if we need time to get our breath back.   

You are welcome to bring a guest. 
 

To reserve a place please complete the slip below and send it with your cheque 
made payable to TW U3A to:  
Sue Brimlow, 1 The Grange, Langton Green, Tunbridge Wells, TN3 0HR 
Receipts will be emailed or acknowledged by phone.  Enclose a stamped self-
addressed envelope if you prefer confirmation by post. 
 

Please retain the above for information. 

 

 
 I/We wish to attend the U3A Barn Dance and enclose a cheque for £15 per 
person made payable to TWU3A. 
 
Name(s):  
 

Address: 
 

Telephone No:                                       Email address:   

 
Details of any dietary requirements 

 
I enclose a cheque for £……….(£15 per person) 
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U3A Members only      Tunbridge Wells U3A Outing to Quex Park  

Tuesday 15th August 2017 
 

A summer outing by coach to Quex Park on the north Kent coast should provide something of  

interest for everyone.  The estate comprises a unique country park which is a haven for birdlife;  

the 7 acre Quex gardens with their Victorian walled garden, croquet lawn, greenhouses and woodland  

walks;  Quex House – still a family home until recently – where some of the rooms are open  

during the summer; and the fascinating Powell-Cotton Museum which houses one of the UK’s best  
Natural History collections plus displays of rare ceramics, Oriental porcelain and Japanese netsuke.  

 

After a coffee stop en route, we will arrive at Quex in time for an early lunch in the Quex Barn  
restaurant where you can pre-order lunch or you may picnic in the park if you so wish.  

Sandwiches and snacks are also available.  The afternoon is free to explore all that Quex offers  

and the coach will leave for the return journey at 4.30pm. 
 

The cost of the trip is £20 per person which includes travel/gratuities/entrance to Quex Park.   

If you choose to order lunch, please add the appropriate amount to this figure. Salads and  

desserts can be chosen on the day and are not included in the lunch cost. 
 

If you would like to pre-order lunch at Quex Barn, please choose ONE from the following options: 
 

*   Mains: all at £10.95 each       *  Jacket potatoes & salad: £7.50 each  
 

A  Gammon, egg, chips and peas          D Baked Beans 

B  Quex Burger with cheese, bacon,        E Cheese 

 onion marmalade, chips & salad          F Chilli 

C Beer battered cod, chips & peas          G Tuna & sweetcorn mayonnaise 
       H Chicken mayonnaise 

Itinerary 

9.00 am  Coach departs Crescent Road (opp. Assembly Hall) 

9.15 am  Coach departs Southborough Fountain 

12 noon       Approximate arrival at Quex Park in time for lunch at 12.30 

4.30 pm  Depart for Tunbridge Wells 
 

Applications with cheques made payable to ‘Tunbridge Wells U3A’ (plus s.a.e. for reply) to:   
Mrs Lynne Monckton, 214 Forest Road, Tunbridge Wells, TN2 5JB Tel: 01892 533652  Mob:  07744364622 

Mrs Sandra Chandnani  Tel: 01892 538655   Mob:  07794 056116 (mob on the day only please) 
 

Members are advised that neither the TWU3A nor the organiser will accept responsibility for any  

mishap of whatever nature during outings.  Members are advised to consider personal insurance cover. 
 

(Please note that once we are committed to paying out money in advance, refunds will only be  

possible if your place can be taken by another U3A member.) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Tunbridge Wells U3A Outing to Quex Park on Tuesday 15th August 2017 
 

Please reserve . . . . . . .place/s            I/We enclose a cheque for £ . . . . . . . . and s.a.e 

 
I/We will join the coach at:                    Crescent Road @ 9.00 am    

(Please tick appropriate box)          Southborough Fountain @ 9.15 am      

 
* Circle appropriate letter to select main course or jacket potato  A   B   C   D   E   F   G   H 

 

Names(s) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  U3A Membership No(s) . . . . . . . . . . . 

 
Address  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .            Post Code . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 

Tel No: . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mobile No: . . . . . . . . . . . . . Date . . . . . . . Signed  . . . . . . . . . . . .   


