April 2021
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
I am writing this on 29th March -- the Rule of 6 has just returned, it’s a beautiful day, and it’s time
to look forward! Of course, we must all still abide by all the covid rules and, in case you forget
exactly what we can, and cannot do, at each stage of the road map, u3a Office has provided a
very useful chart. You can find it here. The document also contains u3a Office’s policy on restarting groups and such things as vaccination policy.
You will have seen the notices in both this Newsletter and in April about the
SGM to be held on 15th April. We need a quorum (10% of our members) to
approve the amendment to our constitution. If you do not want to stay for the
excellent talk which follows, it will only take about 5 minutes. PLEASE email
me for a Zoom invitation if you have not already done so and are able to attend. YOUR U3A NEEDS YOU!
Finally, there is still time to book for the musical evening with Holly Reynolds
on 8th April. Email me if you would like a Zoom invitation.
Alfred Leete,
Public domain,
via Wikimedia Commons

Wishing you all a very happy Easter and hoping to see you soon.
Eryll Fabian (01892 513805)
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VERY IMPORTANT REMINDER!
SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING ON 15th April at 2.30 p.m.
As notified in the March Newsletter, members will be asked to approve an amendment to
the Constitution at a Special General Meeting (SGM) to be held on Zoom at 2.30 p.m. on
Thursday 15th April. The wording of the amendment has been drafted by the national u3a
Office. As well as allowing AGMs to be held online when necessary, it will enable
members who cannot attend to vote by proxy.
IN ORDER TO FORM A QUORUM AT LEAST 10% OF OUR MEMBERS MUST BE
PRESENT AT THE MEETING. YOUR VOTE IS IMPORTANT. PLEASE CONTACT ME
WITHOUT DELAY FOR A ZOOM INVITATION IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY DONE
SO.
The SGM will be followed immediately by the Thursday afternoon talk by Guy Bartlett on
The dambusters – Barnes Wallis and 617 Squadron and anyone attending the SGM is
very welcome to stay for the talk.
If you would like any further information, please let me know. Eryll Fabian (01892
513805)

ARE YOU READY FOR A
FUN EVENING?!
Need something to dispel the
winter blues?
Then join us for an evening of
nostalgia with Holly Reynolds
as she sings the hits of our
youth and invites us to join in.
the date:
the time:
the place:
the price:

Thursday 8th April
7.30 p.m.
on Zoom
IT’S FREE!

for a Zoom invitation, email Eryll
You can find out more about Holly
and have a sneak preview on her
website: www.hollyreynolds.co.uk
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SHORT BREAK
ALL- INCLUSIVE 5 Day Break to POTTERS 5 star resort in Norfolk
Monday 27th September to Friday 1st October

*LAST FEW PLACES REMAINING*
Includes
Own coach from Tunbridge Wells
Four meals a day including midnight dish of the day!
ALL drinks including wines, beers and spirits
First class entertainment
All Potters sports and activities
Blue Badge guide on Day 3
Day 1 En route - stop at a place of interest (cost not included)
Day 2 On site
Day 3 Blue Badge Guide visit to Norwich and a boat trip on the Norfolk Broads
(included) Packed lunch provided
Day 4 Choose from Hickling Nature Reserve (approx. £4.00), Cromer or Felbrigg
Hall. N.T The coach will drop off at all 3 locations & packed lunch provided
Day 5 Return home stopping at a place of interest
COST £572 pp This is based on 25 people. There will a reduction if there are
more people on the coach.
GUARANTEED - ALL MONIES RETURNED IF HOLIDAY IS CANCELLED BY THE COMPANY

ACCOMODATION
In bungalows but there is no separate living room. Bedrooms are spacious and of
a very high quality There is a waiting list for SINGLE rooms. HOWEVER, I am
able to offer 2 bedroomed family bungalows for 2 single people (thus ensuring privacy) but sharing a bathroom.
Contact Sandra McDonald
Upcoming free talk

15th April

Guy Bartlett The Dambusters
Barnes Wallis and 617 Squadron

How much do you know about the ‘bouncing bomb’?

Who was Barnes Wallis?
How effective was the mission?
How many lives were lost in the raid?
Come along and judge for yourself.

"1943 05 17 Dambusters raid - Mark Postlethwaite" by
aeroman3 is marked with CC PDM 1.0
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The AGM will be held on Zoom (using electronic balloting)
on Thursday 17 June 2020 at 2.30pm.

Subject to the approval of the proposed amendment to the Constitution at the SGM
on 15th April 2021, anyone unable to attend who would like to appoint a proxy should
obtain a Proxy Notice from the Hon. Secretary. Proxy Notices must be returned to her
at least 21 days before the AGM, no later than 27th May.
Nominations are sought for the position of Membership Secretary.
Nomination forms can be found at the end of the Newsletter.
All AGM documentation will be downloadable from our website no later than
27th May, 21 days prior to the meeting.
All nominations should be proposed and seconded and sent,
together with motions for discussion,
to the Hon. Secretary, Fiona Findlay by email or by post to
12 Faraday Lodge, Badger’s Holt, Tunbridge Wells, TN3 3DX
no later than 27th May, 2021
The AGM will be followed by an illustrated talk by Erik Brown and members of the Four
Seasons Birdwatching Group
We hope as many people as possible can attend.
Please send apologies for absence to the Hon. Secretary

ZOOM COOK TOGETHER
Tuesday April 27th 6pm
The menu will include
Salmon
and a chocolate dessert

Loretta’s Story
Ten years after retiring from her role as a
senior nurse at University College London
hospital, u3a member Dr Loretta Bellman
found herself back at the coalface fighting the
battle against Covid.
Approaching her 71st birthday, Loretta is now
part of a multi-professional team of medics
busily ensuring the public get their Covid vaccinations at an NHS centre in Kent.
And Loretta is loving it.

To find out more, join in, or just chat,
please contact Judy Horwood for an
invitation.

Read Loretta’s full article in the next issue of Third
Age Matters magazine.
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HOP PICKING SEMINAR
We are pleased to invite our members to register now for our Hop Picking Seminar.
This will take place online on Zoom on the morning of Wednesday 12 May, starting
at 10.00 am. There will be two speakers.
First, Barbara Myatt of the Tonbridge u3a
will set the scene for us. The title of her
talk will be “The history of hops in Kent:
how they were picked by the annual
‘London Invasion’ by East Enders; the
drying process; and how oast houses
were developed”.
Then, after a short coffee/tea break,
Geoff Doel will tell us about the “The
Hartlake Bridge Tragedy & Other Hopping Traditions”. Geoff and his wife Fran
have published two books about what
happened at the bridge at Golden Green
in 1853.

Hartlake Bridge

Please send an email including your full name and telephone number (in case problems arise)
as soon as possible to Jean Brushfield to reserve your place. Put HOP PICKING SEMINAR as
the title for your email. There will be no charge for this event.

Paddock Wood U3A Zoom Study Day

CLIMATE CHANGE, the way forward
We were bombarded with information, from all angles at this worthwhile and
thought-provoking study day hosted by Paddock Wood. If you are interested
in looking at some of the items covered by the speakers or would like to
know if there is anything you can do yourself to help click here.
If anyone was inspired to start a
Tunbridge Wells climate change
group please contact Lindsay
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Spring Zoom Talks
Bob Slater has been busy organising diverse, interesting and entertaining speakers. Here are
the dates to put in your diary. These talks are free of charge but you do need to be on the
mailing list.
Please email Sue Brimlow to be added to the group.
15th
April
6th
May
20th
May

Guy Bartlett

The Dambusters. Barnes Wallis and 617 Squadron

Fool’s Gold

Dark Light. The story of the disappearance of 3 Lighthouse keepers is told with visuals and live music.
Dad’s Army. Charles will be sharing personal anecdotes, not only about Perry and Croft, but about the
actors, and their foibles.

Charles Garland

WINTER PHOTO COMPETITION WINNERS
Trevor Verrell judged the Winter photo competition for us. He said that the overall standard was good and well done to the winners
who were also technically excellent. He was
in local photographic retail and over the years
has judged many local photographic competitions for various organisations and also
taught photography at Tunbridge Wells Adult
education centre.

Peter Bell

Phil Sumner

Diana Jenkinson

A big thank you everyone who took part.
There will soon be a Gallery on our u3a website where will be able to see all the entries
for this competition.
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Groups Coordinator

TW u3a groups………by the members, for the members.
It’s exciting for groups to be able to meet outside. Walking groups, the golf group (who meet at
Villa Golf Club, Blackham) and some ‘social’ groups have already been in contact to notify the
committee that they plan to see each other in person again.
Here are the Amblers at Langton Green church

and the Bee Walkers
on the Common

If you are interested in learning how to play outdoor bowls the Grove Bowling Club and Frant
Bowls Club have invited TWu3a members along to have a go during their practice sessions.
The High Street Project has had its set-up meeting and plans to meet again on Monday 19th April

There is also enthusiasm to start a second Food Appreciation group and a Beginners Computer
group.

Craft Show&Tell
Thank you to all the members who contributed to this
informal slide show and to
those who Zoomed along on
the
day.
Such
talent!
Some of the photos can
soon be found in the new
Gallery on the TWu3a website.
For more details of any
of the groups on this
page please make initial
contact with Lindsay. Also do get in touch if you
have any suggestions or
ideas for new groups.
Lindsay Hasell
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Plans for the first u3a day
are well under way. Both nationally and locally there are
plans to raise the profile of
u3a. We are still happy to
hear from anyone who is
willing to get involved or to
organise activities during
that first week of June (halfterm).

Group News-Talks & Walks
The Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood (1848-1853)
Delia Taylor

ried in 1860 (in Hastings), but
died from an overdose of laudanum in 1862.

The group had a series of models for their paintings who often
became their lovers. One of the
most famous was Elizabeth Siddall. When she modelled for Millais’s painting of drowning
‘Ophelia’, posing in a bath
warmed by candles, she caught
pneumonia. Elizabeth also modelled for Rossetti who she mar-

Toni Browning Griffin

the
the

In 1888 Lalique fashioned her
glass and jewellery designs on
themes from nature.

The PRB were a group of young
artists who studied at the Royal
Academy under Sir Joshua
Reynolds. The original members
were John Everett Millais (18291890), William Holman Hunt
(1827-1910) and Dante Gabriel
Rossetti (1828-1882).
Previously, painting had been
influenced by the style of
Raphael (1483-1530) which
placed the model in the middle
of the canvas. The brotherhood
thought this method boring and
wanted painting to be expansive, depicting nature with its
beautiful colours and detailed
orientation. They chose many
controversial subjects such as
poverty and sexual morality.
Oscar Wilde called the PRB
“youthful, powerful and enthusiastic”.

Rennie Mackintosh and
building in Glasgow of
School of Art.

Art Deco (1910-1939) movement designed luxury goods that
represented the social and technological changes of the day.
"Millais, Ophelia" by profzucker is licensed
under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

Millais famously caused scandal by having an affair with
John Ruskin’s wife, Effie, while
painting his portrait in Scotland.
Millais and Effie later married
and bore eight children

Delia Taylor concluded that the
Pre-Raphaelite
Brotherhood
were the biggest influence on
international art of any British
movement before or after.
Janice Carlisle

The major legacies influenced
by the PRB were William Morris
and his Arts and Crafts
Movement (1860-1920). He
promoted hand craftsmanship
as an alternative to the mass
production of the time. He used
the natural motifs of nature in
his tapestry and wallpaper
designs.
The PRB had a direct bearing
on the new style of Art
Nouveau (1890-1910) which
inspired the works of Charles

"La Ghirlandata" by Dante Gabriel Rosetti,
image by kitmasterbloke is licensed under
CC BY 2.0

From Hooligan to Hero; the life changing work of a guide dog

Toni was as incredible as her assistance dog . She is blind and epileptic and admits she would have had a very different life without her dog.
Before Covid she was travelling to London on the train to give talks for
several charities using location apps on her phone and her dog, Wolfie.
He can tell her when she is going to have a seizure and what type it
will be so she can get to a place of safety. He can give her a warning of
12 minutes for a mini seizure and 42 minutes for a major one and is
trained to recognise a person in uniform if she needs help. She said
her dogs have saved her life more than once. To train and support a
dog through its life as an assistance animal costs about £50,000 which
is why fundraising is so important to this charity. She spoke without
notes or presentations and is an inspiration to us all.
Guide Dogs Virtual Collection (in lieu of buckets) via Just Giving

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/guidedogsvirtualcollection
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Virtual walks group
These are the upcoming virtual walks with
Caroline Piper. Each walk cost £5 per member and the Walks Group automatically get
details of the next walk. To join this group
please contact Sue Brimlow by email.

N.B All tours start at 2pm, so members need to log on before that.

April: Virtual Day tours
Tuesday 13th April – Christopher Wren’s London
Wednesday 28th April – Shakespeare’s Stratford-upon-Avon.
May: Virtual Day tours
Tuesday 4th May - Kings Cross, railways, writers and regeneration
Wednesday 26th May – Chelsea, bohemian village on the river
Caroline is also repeating some popular earlier tours.
Encore tours:
Monday 19th April - a leisurely meander around the Cotswolds
Monday 26th April - Rotherhithe, redeveloped docks and historic fishing village
Monday 24th May - Covent Garden, theatres and markets

Last Month’s Walks
The Romans at the
British Museum

Lely’s Venus

In about 100AD Romans
could commission art and
sculpture in the style of the
Greeks. Sometimes these
were direct copies. The

goddess of love Aphrodite
in Greek mythology was
aligned with Venus for the
Romans and the ‘Crouching
Venus’ became a very popular figure. In these statues
she uses her arms to try
and cover herself when she
is disturbed while bathing.
This example was purchased from Italy for
Charles I and then bought
by John Lely on the demise
of the monarchy and when
Lely died it went back into
the Royal collection. It is
now on long-term loan to
the BM.
In 1942 Gordon Butcher
and Sydney Ford ploughed
up a hoard of gold artifacts
on Butcher’s farm in Suffolk. Ford was so enamoured with these items that
he took them home and
used them as part of his
dinner service. However a
visitor spotted them and the
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hoard was declared treasure
trove in 1946 and purchase
for the museum at £1000 for
each of the finders. This
would have been more but for
the fact that they did not declare the find immediately.
The Great Dish weighs about
8kg and depicts a drinking
contest between Bacchus and
Hercules.

The Red Borders at Hidcote

The Great Plate
Photos: Copyright: The Trustees of the
British Museum

Ancient Assyria and Athens at the British Museum
Ashurbanipal had many self-imposed titles, one being King
of the world, and he was the king of the largest Empire at
the time (900-600BC); the Assyrian Empire. The gypsum
reliefs at the British Museum once decorated the Royal
Palace in capital of Nineveh. They show a lion hunt and
would originally have been quite brightly painted. Only the
king could kill a lion and the relief shows how the lions are
driven by soldiers with shields towards the king on his
chariot where he could fire arrows at them. They were
Mesopotamian lions as seen by their shaggy manes and
are now extinct. 15 years after Ashurbanipal’s death the
Assyrian Empire fell.
Panel from the Lion Hunt reliefs from Nineveh, 645-635 BC. Copyright: The Trustees of the British Museum

About 200 years after the fall of Assyria,
the Athenian empire was at its peak and
the Parthenon was being built as a temple
to Athena It was decorated with beautiful
statues of white marble and a frieze probably depicting the annual festival procession where people brought gifts honouring
Athena. It has since been a mosque and a
gunpowder store and as such was pretty
much destroyed in an explosion in 1687.
Lord Elgin was unhappy with the state of
the Parthenon and brought many of the
marble works back to Britain in the early
1800s. They were sold to the British Government and are presently in the custody
of the British Museum.

Photo of the Sculptures from the East Pediment of the
Parthenon - copyright Sue Brimlow

Colin’s Wild West Quiz-YEEHA!
1. What was a gunfighters burial ground known as?

2. Butch Cassidy & The Sundance Kid were killed in which country?
3. Which US State of over 2 million square kilometres of land was bought from
France in 1803?
4. Which US private security and detective agency was established in 1850?
5. What would a cowboy do with his “chaps”?
6. Name 1 of the 2 famous defenders who were killed at the Alamo?
7. Complete this film title “The man who shot Liberty ......” ?

8. What was the main type of bread eaten by cowboys?
9. How many American Indians were there before European settlers?
10. Between 1618-1619 what wiped out over 70% of American Indians?
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GARDENING THEME CROSSWORD
The answers to both CRYPTIC and QUICK clues below are identical.
1

2

3

6
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20

21

Answers on
the next
page.

22

CRYPTIC CLUES ACROSS

CRYPTIC CLUES DOWN

2 Kitty was in the planter! (3)

1 At last! Just tomato and potato on the
list of remaining jobs. (2, 2)
2 Sounds like garden visitors have student in their midst, leading to flowers. (7)
3 Lift minerva – regularly used in article.
(6)
4 Serenade featuring owl’s call, developing quickly. (8)
5 Informer shears strimmers, for example. (5, 7)
6 Art of gardening from reportedly arrogant civilisation. (12)
8 “Useful tools”, said butcher. (4)
11 A man diced and distributed ripe apple. (8)
13 Worries about the centre of yellowed
bits of broccoli. (7)
16 Part of stamen is additional missing
nothing. (6)
17 Sign of holiness indicates bean blight.
(4)
19 Alexa’s older sibling goes back. (4)

6 Illicit booze in the garden shed? Yahoo!
Cheap beer on tap! (5)
7 The man sifted earth for evergreen
shrub. (7)
9 Shrubs in dilapidated shed with The
Crystals’ greatest hit playing. Missed
the first of October again! (13)
10 Chopped up pines arranged with ice.
(2, 6)
12 From the outset, zinnia is nice, colourful element. (4)
14 Small juicy fruits need a part of the
light spectrum facing east. (4)
15 Type of robbery occurs when barmy
lady fights without guards. (8)
18 How perennials flower? (4, 5, 4)
20 Root for 19 down. (7)
21 Gathers small branches. (5)
22 Arches as a choice for flower show organiser. (1, 1, 1)

By kind permission of Eastbourne Meads U3A Cryptic Crossword Group 2021
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QUICK CLUES ACROSS

QUICK CLUES DOWN

2 Plant container. (3)
6 Illegal alcohol. (5)
7 Moorland shrub. (7)
9 Flowering shrubs of Himalayan origin. (13)
10 Smashed; distraught. (2, 6)
12 Used to galvanise steel. (4)
14 Small vine fruits. (4)
15 What the sun provides. (8)
18 Repeatedly. (4, 5, 4)
20 Creeping subterranean plant stem. (7)
21 Small branches. (5)
22 Gardening charity. (1, 1, 1)

1
2
3
4
5
6
8
11
13
16
17
19

Task list. (2, 2)
Scented border plants. (7)
Steal. (6)
Sprouting. (8)
Mowers. (5, 7)
The art of gardening. (12)
Assists. (4)
Eating apples originating from Worcester.
(8)
Part of broccoli, for instance. (7)
Part of a flower. (6)
Circle of light. (4)
Spring flower. (4)

Don’t Forget! 2nd June 2021 is u3a Day!

Help us make it happen in Tunbridge Wells
Colin’s Quiz Answers

Crossword Solution

1. Boot Hill
2. Bolivia
3. Louisiana
4. Pinkerton
5. Wear them (they were either woollen or leather
and worn over trousers when riding as protection
against cold or foul weather).
6. Davie Crocket & James Bowie (he invented a
large hunting knife which is still manufactured and
carries his name)
7. Valance
8. Sourdough
9. Circa 10-18 million
10. Smallpox (if that didn't happen perhaps the
exploiting Europeans couldn’t have overrun up to
18 million native Indians, and the history of North
America would’ve been different)

1 To do 2 Phloxes 3 Thieve 4 Shooting
5 Grass cutters 6 Horticulture 8 Aids
11 Pearmain 13 Florets 16 Anther 17 Halo
19 Iris
DOWN

2 Pot 6 Hooch 7 Heather 9 Rhododendrons
10 In pieces 12 Zinc 14 Uvae 15 Daylight
18 Time after time 20 Rhizome 21 Twigs
22 RHS
ACROSS
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Important information
Forthcoming Events For Your Diary
12th May 2021

Virtual study day - The History of Hop picking

October 2021

Quiz night—details to be announced later

10th December 2021

Christmas lunch—details to be announced later

19th March 2022

Barn Dance

New members
A big welcome to our 7 new members this month.
Wendy Cherry, Elizabeth Adams, Pamela Tudor Williams, Monica Beasley,
Jane Anderson, Philip Boddy and Marilyn Clark

Your Committee
Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Group Coordinator
Membership Secretary
Outings Coordinator
Seminars/Study Days
Newsletter
Short Breaks & Holidays

Eryll Fabian
Adrian Twiner
Fiona Findlay
David Brimlow
Lindsay Hasell
Ruth Johnson
Joan Young
Jean Brushfield
Bridget Sands
Sandra McDonald

01892 513805
01892 459352
07872 169146
01892 860598
01892 673180
01892 523097
01892 546687
01892 520630
01892 546161
01892 752196

A Message from the Editor
Any publication is only as good as its contributors and I do hope you will continue to support the Newsletter as it is such an easy and effective way to communicate with you all. If you have a great idea for an article or there is anything interesting you would like to see in the newsletter in the future please let me
know.
If anyone objects to their photo being reproduced in this Newsletter, please contact me as soon as possible.
All contributions to the May Newsletter should be e-mailed to Bridget by April 30th at the latest (earlier
submissions are always welcome!) or phone 01892 546161.

National Office
Keep up to date with National Office news on the website:
www.u3a.org.uk or write to:
The Third Age Trust, Room 104, Lenta Business Centre,
156 Blackfriars Rd, London SE1 8EN
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE
Annual General Meeting 2021
Committee Nomination Form
This form must be completed and returned to the Hon. Secretary, Fiona Findlay
by email or post to 12 Faraday Lodge, Badger’s Holt, Tunbridge Wells TN3 3DX
at least 21 days before the Annual General Meeting to be held on
Thursday 17th June 2021
I/We wish to nominate…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
U3A Membership number…………………………………………………………………..
As Membership Secretary

Proposer…………………………………………………………. u3a Membership number……………………………

Seconder…………………………………………………………. u3a Membership number…………………………..
I am willing to stand at the forthcoming election

Signature of Nominee…………………………………………………..Date…………………………………………
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