June 2021

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
By the time you receive this Newsletter, u3a Day will be over but there may still be time for you
to see our display in The World of Sewing window on Camden Road. The shop kindly offered
to let us decorate their window – very many thanks to them and to the many members who
have lent items for the display. Though u3a Day itself is over, please don’t stop your efforts to
raise our profile – word of mouth spreads the news very effectively!
And PLEASE remember that the AGM is on
Thursday 17th June. We need you there to
form a quorum and the talk by Erik Brown and
members of the Birdwatching Group will be well
worth waiting for.
I look forward to seeing you there.
Eryll Fabian, Chairman (01892 513805)

Celebrating u3a Day at The World of Sewing

One of the clues in the u3a Day Treasure Hunt
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YOUR COMMITTEE NEEDS YOU
TO COME TO THE AGM ON 17th JUNE
We need 10% of our members to be able to vote in a new
committee member, approve the accounts, and thank and
reappoint the independent examiner.
This means we need at least 95 members to attend.
Please join us after the AGM for the illustrated talk by Erik Brown
and members of the Four Seasons Bird-watching Group.

The AGM will start promptly at 2.30 on Zoom.

Zoom invitations will be sent out a few days before the event.

Immediately following the AGM ...
Erik Brown (Group contact for the
Four Seasons Birding Group) will
be showing Phil Sumner’s amazing
photographs on the screen and
trying to match the song of each
bird to the pictures. Erik will be
doing the voiceover in the style of
the Four Seasons Facebook page,
which is a varied mix of mythology,
weird and wonderful facts, folklore
and back stories.
So even if birds aren’t your thing
there’ll be a lot to enjoy.

We hope you spotted these
colourful u3a butterflies on
the Common as part of u3a
awareness day last week.
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BBQ Lunch at the Nevill Golf Club
on Tuesday 24th August
Restrictions allowing, we are planning to hold a BBQ Lunch at the Nevill Golf
Course on 24th August. We have to wait until hearing what restrictions, if any,
will remain after 21st June, so cannot yet ask you to fill in an application form. If
you feel like socialising, however, keep the date free! The application form will
be in the July Newsletter and we shall ask you to return it without delay.
The event:

BBQ Lunch: 2 courses plus tea or coffee
(drinks not included but bar available)

The Date:

Tuesday 24th August

The time:

12.30 for 1 pm

The Place:

Nevill Golf Club

The Cost:

£30 per head to include gratuities

ZOOM HOP-PICKING SEMINAR
12th May 2021
Participants at the Hop-picking Seminar on Zoom thoroughly enjoyed these excellent talks.
The first, by Barbara Myatt, described the history of hops, the development of oast houses and
other technical processes and led up to the annual invasion of the East-Enders who came to
pick them. As the taste for beer grew, so did the hop gardens and most farmers would have
grown at least an acre of hops as they were so profitable.
This was followed by Dr Geoffrey Doel’s vivid description of the terrible tragedy at Hartlake
Bridge in 1853. Over 30 hop-pickers were
drowned when the wagon taking them
back to their encampment overturned on
the bridge. Interestingly, most of them
were Irish “travellers” and there is a
memorial in Hadlow churchyard and a
monument next to the repaired bridge. Dr
Doel went on to describe how memories of
the disaster remain in their songs – which
he sang to us – to this day. The question
and answer sessions that followed
revealed that many of the audience
remembered hop-picking as children –
fascinating!
Present day hop-picking at Reed’s Farm in Capel
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Spring Zoom Talks
Bob Slater has again found some diverse, interesting and entertaining speakers. Here are the
dates to put in your diary. These talks are free of charge and start at 2.30. However you do
need to be on the mailing list. Please email suebrimlow@btinternet.com if you wish to be added to the group.
17th
June
1st
July

Erik Brown & the
Bird Watching
Group
Pete Allen

following the AGM.
See page 2
Mr. Garrick’s Fireside; a personal history of the
Theatre Royal, Drury Lane

Outings coordinator
The August outing will be to another National Trust house and Garden. We will be visiting
Uppark on Tuesday 17th August and for National Trust members it will cost £15, for non
members of the National Trust there will be additional amount to pay of £8 to cover the
entrance to the house and garden. The house was originally built in 1690 by Ford Grey the
Earl of Tankerville but tragedy struck in 1989 when fire destroyed most of the house. The
house has now painstakingly been restored by the National Trust with sumptuous 18th
century furnishings.
The trip to Anglesey Abbey in July (please note the new date is Tuesday 27th July ) and
the Highclere Castle trip on Monday 6th September are now fully booked with a small
waiting list for both.
The departure time of our outings is when we want the coach to set off. Please ensure you
arrive 5-10 minutes before, so we can get members seated and depart on time. Also please
note that the driver will only stop at the pre-agreed stops on the way back for safety
reasons so please do not ask the driver to deviate from the stopping schedule.
Please remember to bring your National Trust cards with you when we go to Anglesey
Abbey and Uppark. If you forget you will be asked to pay the entrance fee to be admitted.
Lastly, the application form for
Uppark is at the end of this
Newsletter, please send your
application off promptly to
avoid disappointment, as our
outings generally are oversubscribed.
I look forward to meeting
many of you soon.

.

"Uppark" by ♔ Georgie R is licensed under CC BY-ND 2.0
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Joan Young
Outings Coordinator

Groups coordinator

TW u3a groups………by the members, for the members.
We always welcome photos to publicise our group activities.
The Singing For Fun group is looking for a pianist to join them when they are able to start
meeting again.
The Fun Book Group had its first start-up meeting earlier in May and is already full.
The Out & About Group is also full.
Please contact Lindsay




if you are a pianist and could help Singing For Fun at their practices
if you would like to be part of a new Out & About or Book Group
if you have any group pictures that we can share on our newsletter, website or fb pages
Lindsay Hasell
Nordic Walking group
A few of us walk regularly with a local Nordic Walking group. Are there
other members who’d like to help set up a u3a group too? If so, please
contact Sue Brimlow.
Nordic Walking uses poles and if done correctly uses 90% of your
muscles. You can walk at your own pace and don’t have to be super
fit. On my last walk, someone was recovering from knee surgery. She
had to take it slowly, but managed well and the poles provide support
and also lessen the stress on hip and knee joints.

"walking with poles!"
by maamypatom

Please note that this group is for experienced walkers. If you’d like to
try Nordic Walking then you can have a free taster session and then
pay for a short course with Emily Butler, who will lend you the
equipment whilst you’re training. Her next free taster session is on
June 19th; details are here:
NWUK Tunbridge Wells – Nordic Walking UK

Members of the Bus & Train Explorers went to
Dunorlan Park and here we are admiring the Canada
goslings. We are continuing our small local meetings
and - restrictions permitting - will start our outings again
in July, when we will be walking around historic Lewes.
We
welcome
new
members.

Carol Boyd
and Tricia
Anderson
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The Amblers walking through the
bluebells at Cowden. Courtesy of
Anne Kenward and Celia Braxton

Group News - Talks & Walks
“Dark Light, the Flannan Island
Mystery”
Told by Fool’s Gold
This was a fascinating and
entertaining combination of
pictures, photos, story and
song, with Carol and Steve
singing and playing guitar,
recorder and flute, and giving
their audience the opportunity to
join in their songs and take part
in a competition to win a jar of
nothing at all!
The story was about the
mysterious disappearance of
three lighthouse keepers in
1900, who manned the lighthouse on the largest of the
Flannan islands off the west
coast of Scotland. The mystery
has never been solved and
several possibilities have been
mooted, from an enormous
wave to the keepers being
carried away by albatrosses.
The absence of the men was
first noted by the crew of a
freighter called The Archtor who
were searching for the light from
what was known as the ‘last
safe lighthouse’ to guide them

Photo JJM CC BY-SA 2.0

on their way, but which on
December 15th 1900 was not lit.
The Archtor contacted the
National Lifeboat Service about
the lack of light and The
Hesperus arrived to investigate
on December 26th. Neither flag
nor smoke was visible. The
landing party, which included a
shore-based lighthouse keeper,
found no signs of life, apart
from a dying canary. All the
clocks had stopped a week
previously, and only one oilskin,
of the three that normally hung
on the hooks, was seen.
The three missing men,
namely James Ducal, principal
keeper, Donald MacArthur (a
stand in) and Thomas Marshall,
the log keeper, had vanished
without trace! Noted in the log

Dad’s Army
Charles Garland was on the staff of the BBC for fifteen

years, and is best remembered as the assistant to David Croft
OBE, (Dad’s Army et al) and producer of his last sitcom
series, Oh, Doctor Beeching! He talked about Dad's Army,
and how he became involved with the programme. Avoiding
dull statistics and researchable facts and figures, Charles
spoke about the writers, with whom he became close friends
during their twenty-five year working relationship, and shared
personal anecdotes,.
(Editor’s note: Unfortunately no-one volunteered to write up
this talk)
Jan Saudek cc commons
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was the information that James
had become increasingly withdrawn recently, that Donald liked
his whisky and had started
weeping in the evenings and
Thomas himself had recently
been fined five shillings for failure to prevent supplies being
washed away by the sea.
Steve and Carol interspersed
their account of the mystery with
songs that were contemporary
with the disappearance of the
men, and included The Sloop
John B, as made famous later
by the Beach Boys.
Finally, we were invited to vote
on which of the theories put
forward at the time we thought
likely including categories of
“other, aliens or little blue men
and foreign spies”.
Despite the Zoom connection
breaking down numerous times,
Steve and Carol completed their
presentation. We all greatly
enjoyed the talk and look
forward to the return of this
delightful couple in the future.
Miranda Baston
.

Virtual walks group
Lockdown is easing and we finally have
some better weather, so we have
decided to have just one virtual walk in
June, July and August. Each walk cost
£5 per member and the Walks Group automatically get details of the next
walk. These are the dates of the virtual

tours for your diaries. As ever, I will
email the group with details of the tours and how to book at the appropriate time.
Wednesday 9th June at 2pm - A Virtual Tour of the Docklands (Wapping); the river and
its docks.

Wednesday 14th July at 2pm - A Virtual Tour of Historic Pubs on the River Thames
We’re also planning a few real-life tours so that you can meet Caroline in person and explore
some of London with her. I’ll publish more details in due course.
Sue Brimlow

Last Month’s Walks
Kings Cross:
railways, writers and
regeneration

The legend goes that the body
of Boudica lies under platform 9
at Kings Cross station. What
ever the truth, it seems that a
battle with the Romans did take
place around this area at the
ford on the river Fleet. It still
flows under the Great Northern
railway terminus of Kings Cross
which was opened in 1852. The
1955 Ealing Comedy The
Ladykillers was set at Kings
Cross and, of course, Harry
Potter catches the Hogwart’s
Express from here and his
many fans run their trolleys
through the wall at platform 9
¾. It seems that JK Rowling
got her stations confused as
she had pictured the grander
Gothic building of St Pancras
as the setting. St Pancras has
been popular and unpopular
over its time but was saved by
a concentrated effort of architectural fans including John
Betjeman who campaigned for
it to be Grade 1 listed. Finally
the Eurostar High Speed 1
made it profitable for the future.
The 25 year regeneration of this
area is nearly completed and is
perhaps best demonstrated by
the building of the Google HQ
and the re-use of three gas
holder buildings.

Caroline and John Betjeman looking
at the train shed roof.

tion of his first play, Henry VI, at
the Rose theatre.
By 1597 Shakespeare was
wealthy enough to have bought
his father a coat of arms, which
he then inherited, allowing him
the title of ‘gentleman’, and the
best house in Stratford called
New Place, of which only the
gardens remain.
The guildhall and grammar
school are in a long beamed
building renovated and opened
in 2016. The Tudor schoolroom
shows the sort of education that
Shakespeare would have had.
Shakespeare is buried in Holy
Trinity Church with his family
but apparently without his head!

Shakespeare’s Stratfordupon-Avon

Few facts about the life of
William Shakespeare are known
but we do know that he was
born in Stratford into a middle
class family and famously wrote
37 plays and 154 sonnets. His
family were glovers who were
doing well enough to buy the
adjacent 2 houses to their workshop: now owned by the Shakespeare Trust. William was
married at 18 and lived here with
his wife Anne Hathaway and
children Susannah and twins,
Hamnet and Judith.
However he was definitely in
London by 1592 for the produc7

The Shakespeare bench
by Lawrence Holofcener

Chelsea;
Bohemian village on the river
Today we were treated to another of Caroline’s
splendid and informative talks.
We learnt that Chelsea was once a quiet country
village. We started at the Peter Jones store in
Sloane Square founded in the 1880’s and
regarded as the world’s largest Workers Cooperative. The Cadogan Estate owns 93 acres
and is famed for its red-brick mansion blocks in
the New Queen Anne style. Caroline informed us
that The Kings Road was originally for the
exclusive use of King Chares II and his retinue.

pensioners and of course, the world-famous
flower show. Charles II founded the hospital in
the late 1600s.

Sir Hans Sloane, the physician, naturalist and
collector, gave his name to a number of streets
and places around Chelsea. He promoted the use
of Quinine and is also credited as the inventor of
drinking chocolate mixed with milk.

The Physic Garden lies adjacent to the Embankment and is the second oldest Botanic garden in
England after Oxford. It was founded in 1673 by
The Worshipful Company of Apothecaries. The
garden is given over to medicinal, herbal and
useful plants.

We discovered that Bywater Street – on the north
side of the Kings Road – with its collection of
pretty, pastel-coloured houses was the residence
of a certain George Smiley of John le Carré
novels.

Further along the Embankment lies Cheyne Walk
and Cheyne Row. Past residents of this area
were Mick Jagger and Thomas Carlyle (The
Sage of Chelsea).
Chelsea Old
Church has
a statue of
Sir Thomas
More, King
Henry VIII’s
chancellor in
its grounds.
Sir Hans
Sloan is
buried here.

Laurence Olivier and Vivien Leigh bought Durham
Cottage in Christchurch Street in 1937 and it was
their home for 19 years.

This area of
London is
wellpopulated
with blue
plaques to
the famous, among them are George Elliot,
T.S. Elliott, Henry James, Bram Stoker and
Ian Fleming.
In summary, a most enjoyable and wellresearched guided tour by Caroline.
Bob Slater

Chelsea is particularly well known as the location
of The Royal Hospital – the home for Chelsea

All photos in the walks write ups are courtesy of
Caroline Piper

The Kings Road was the location of the Mary
Quants shop, Bazaar, famed for its mini-skirts and
patterned tights. The Chelsea Town Hall Register
Office was the venue for many celebrity weddings,
among them Hugh Grant, Richard Burton and
Judy Garland.
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CARS AND MOTORING - answers to CRYPTIC and QUICK clues are identical.
1

2

3

4

5

6

7
8
9

10

11

Answers on
the next
page.

12

13

14

15
17

19
21

By kind permission of Eastbourne
Meads u3a Cryptic Crossword
Group 2021

16

18

QUICK CLUES DOWN

20

1 See 16 down
2 School monitor (7)
3 Of the Alps (6)
4 Indolent (6)
5 German woman’s name (5)
6 See 1 across (4)
10 Keen on; enter (4)
11 Motorcycle carriage belonging to us (3,7)
14 “Vorsprung durch Technik” (4)
16 & 1D Above permitted velocity (4,3,5,5)
17 Capital of Texas (6)
18 Legendary dwarfish creatures (6)
20 Era (5)
22 & 21A Long car journey (4,4)

22
23

24
25

26

CRYPTIC CLUES ACROSS
1 & 6D Pots smashed and gins drunk leads to order to
cease (4,4)
3 Distant Alfa missing tail has no sides to boot (5)
7 Artist in shower (4)
8 Take part in award announced for car hire company (10)
9 Ferrari exhibiting speed in operation (4)
12 I set and sand dismantled outmoded Japanese car
(5,6)
13 Incensed by one speed (5)
15 Holds video conference and drives very fast! (5)
19 Correction of software glitch required after Ed
nudged bee accidentally! (5,6)
21 See 22 down
23 Concerned with eye testing, competitor becomes
confused (10)
24 Constituent of car body filler is found in metal container (4)
25 Horn sounds regularly, shooing Keswick tourists!
(5)
26 Always starts each van except Renault (4)

QUICK CLUES ACROSS
1 & 6D Halt notice (4,4)
3 Haughty (5)
7 Precipitation (4)
8 Business venture (10)
9 Ferrari model; extinct species (abbrev.) (4)
12 Outmoded Japanese car (5,6)
13 Angry (5)
15 Drives fast (5)
19
Removal of software glitch required; B-Gee
denuded (anag.) (5,6)
21 See 22 down
23 Related to eye testing (10)
24 Baby powder (4)
25 Sounds horn (5)
26 Always (4)

CRYPTIC CLUES DOWN
1 See 16 down
2 School monitor gets old Ford car (7)
3 Old sports car for mountainous terrain (6)
4 Idle Sierra that is too convertible (6)
5 Low-loader filmed reversing into Japanese camper van (5)
6 See 1 across (4)
10 Enthusiastic about being at home with first two Toyotas (4)
11 Corsair due to be remodelled into motorbike outrigger belonging
to us! (3,7)
14 Time lost from financial investigation into car manufacturer (4)
16 & 1D Article follows Rover without right velocity restriction, becoming illegally fast (4,3,5,5)
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17 Car manufacturer in Texas? (6)
18 Old cyclecars make kitsch garden ornaments (6)
20 Age of English cop retiring with Honda
(5)
22 & 21A Excursion, first running over a
ditch, then right through rubbish dump
(4,4)

Colin’s Quick Quiz
AT THE SEASIDE
1. Which resort is known for its surf beaches and seafront Tate gallery?
2. Who officially opened the first Butlins holiday camp in Skegness in 1936?
3. The celebrity chef Rick Stein has four restaurants in which Cornish port?
4. Which Blue Flag shingle beach destination was home of composer Benjamin
Britten?
5. The 1979 British film Quadrophenia was set in which seaside town?
6. The motto “gem of the Norfolk coast” is highlighted on which town’s road
signs?
7. Fawlty Towers was based in which seaside town?
8. The long sandy beach Oxwich Bay can be found where?
9. Which Merseyside beach has Anthony Gormley’s “Another place” statues?
10. What name is given to wood washed up on a beach?

See next month’s
Newsletter for more
photos from u3a day

Crossword Solution

Colin’s Quiz Answers

1 See 16 down 2 Prefect 3 Alpine 4 Otiose 5 Freda 6d See 1
across 10 Into 11 Our sidecar 14 Audi 16d & 1d Over the speed
limit 17 Austin 18 Gnomes 20 Epoch 22d & 21a Road trip
DOWN:
1a & 6d Stop sign 3 Aloof 7 Rain 8 Enterprise 9 Dino 12 Dated
Nissan 13 Irate 15 Zooms 19 Debug needed 21 See 22 down 23
Optometric 24 Talc 25 Honks 26 Ever
ACROSS:
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1. St. Ives
2. Amy Johnson (I never
knew that)
3. Padstow
4. Alderburgh
5. Brighton
6. Cromer
7. Torquay
8. The Gower Peninsular
9. Crosby beach
10. Driftwood

Important information
Forthcoming Events For Your Diary
24th August 2021

Lunchtime BBQ at the Neville Golf Club

10th November 2021

30th Anniversary Tea & Big Band at Masonic Hall (to be confirmed)

10th December 2021

Christmas lunch (details later)

19th March 2022

Barn Dance (details later)

New members
A big welcome to our 5 new members this month.
Hilary Phillips Christine Seeley
Fiona Andersen
Pauline O’Riordan
Daphne Heckels

Your Committee
Chairman

Eryll Fabian

01892 513805

Vice-Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Group Coordinator
Membership Secretary
Outings Coordinator
Newsletter
Short Breaks & Holidays

Adrian Twiner
Fiona Findlay
David Brimlow
Lindsay Hasell
Ruth Johnson
Joan Young
Bridget Sands
Sandra McDonald

01892 459352
07872 169146
01892 860598
01892 673180
01892 523097
01892 546687
01892 546161
01892 752196

A Message from the Editor
Any publication is only as good as its contributors and I do hope you will continue to support the Newsletter as it is such an easy and effective way to communicate with you all. If you have a great idea for an
article or there is anything interesting you would like to see in the Newsletter in the future please let me
know.
If anyone objects to their photo being reproduced in this Newsletter, please contact me as soon as possible.
All contributions to the July Newsletter should be e-mailed to Bridget by June 30th at the latest (earlier
submissions are always welcome!) or phone 01892 546161.

National Office
Keep up to date with National Office news on the website:
www.u3a.org.uk or write to:
The Third Age Trust, Room 104, Lenta Business Centre,
156 Blackfriars Rd, London SE1 8EN
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A fair amount of walking involved.

u3a Members Only

An outing to Uppark House and Garden in West Sussex.
Tuesday, 17th August, 2021.
In August, we shall be travelling to West Sussex to visit Uppark House and Garden. High on its vantage point on
the South Downs ridge, Uppark has views as far south as the Solent. Outside, the intimate garden is gradually
being restored to its historical design.
Filled with purchases from the Grand Tour, Uppark’s Georgian interiors illustrate the comfort of life ‘upstairs’ in
contrast to the ‘downstairs’ world of its servants. Highlights include one of the best examples of an 18th century
British dolls house in the country.
On arrival at Uppark, there will be time for a coffee. The servants quarters open at 11:30 am with the ground floor of
the house opening at 12:30 pm. (Due to Covid restrictions some parts may not be open to the public or at an earlier
time than on the itinerary.)
Lunch will be free flow. The café (licensed) offers light refreshments, hot or cold lunches and afternoon tea.
The afternoon is then free for you to explore as you wish. There is more information on the website which you might
like to read before the day.
8:30 am
8:35 am
8:45 am
10:45 am
11:30 am
12:30 pm
3:30 pm
5:20 pm
5 :25 pm
5:30 pm

Coach leaves Crescent Road, Tunbridge Wells
Coach leaves the bus stop opposite Sainsbury’s Local St John’s Road
Coach leaves Southborough Fountain
Arrive at Uppark
Servants’ quarters open
Ground floor of house opens
Coach departs for Tunbridge Wells
Arrive back at Southborough Fountain
Arrive back at St Johns
Arrive back at Crescent Road

Cost (for National Trust members) £15.00 which covers the cost of the coach and gratuities. (You must
bring your National Trust card).
Non members of the National Trust will have to pay an additional £8.00 on arrival at Uppark, to cover the
cost of entrance into the house and garden.
Applications (including cheques made payable to “Tunbridge Wells u3a” and a s.a.e for reply)
To: Stella Westrup, 19, Oakwood Rise, Tunbridge Wells TN2 3HD
Telephone: 01892 523413
Any queries on the day to Rosemary Rees mob:07979622270 or Val Apps mob:07768790647.
Please note that once monies have been paid out in advance, full refunds will usually only be given if your place
can be filled by another u3a member.
Members are advised that neither the TWu3a nor the outings organisers will accept responsibility for any
mishap of whatever nature during the outing. Members are advised to consider personal insurance cover.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
TWu3a outing to Uppark House and Garden
On Tuesday, August 17th, 2021
Please print your name and u3a number…………………………………………………………………………………….
Please reserve…….. place/s for the outing. I/we enclose a cheque for £15 and a s.a.e. for reply.
I/we will join the coach at Crescent Road at 8:30 am……Opposite Sainsbury’s local St Johns Road at 8:35 am……..
or Southborough Fountain at 8:45 am……
Telephone number……………………………..….…... Mobile number……………………..………………….
Signed………………………………………..……….. Date………………...…………………………….
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